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$ „ as Profce 

ſeem, yet there is one 
Thing which makes it in a. man- 
er neceſſary to prefix a few Lines 


an Occaſion given by the Objec- 
ions ſome Gentlemen have been 
ately pleaſed to make againſt 
the Ile of the Engl 75 Franſ- 


A 3 I 


__ 


to this Volume, in regard there is 


To the READER. 
lation. Theſe Perſons having, 
by a very © ty  Inquilitiveneſs, 
found and procured” the 1taliar: 
Copy of theſe + Levrers, and 

compared e with the Engliſh, 
pick many Faults in the latter, 

which they would fain improve 
to the leſſening of the Reputation 
of the Turkiſh Spy, or at leaſt 
to. the heightening of their own | 
Characters, as Hits and.Critichs, 
Maſters of Languages, and the 
Grand Patentees of Human 


Senſe, . 
In the ir ak dais: A the 
Tralinn FPranſlation keeps cloſe to 


. original Arxabich; whereas 
the. Eng/iſb abounds too much 
with Anglici/ms, which are not 
fufficient to oo cke Author's 
pepnitive: Senſe. 


| How 


. 2 EEA DE R. 
- Howe imp able - a Thing it i8 
to pleaſe al People in Dinder- 
1 of this Nature |; For- 
merly they were offended; that 
ſo many Tirk % and Arabick 
Words were left untranſlated. 
And that being anſwered in the 
Preface. to the Fourth Volume, 
they have now. formed new Ar- 
guments 'out of that very. An- 
1 to aſſault us on the con- 
trary Side, and tax us with being 
too Vernacular. It is true, = 
Leiters, they have ſent to the 
gel Book/eller- on this Account, are 
toll not ſubſcribed at length: Vet, by 
a Accident, one of the Gentle- 
eh men's Hand- writing is known. 
ot And though we acknowledge him 
to be an ingenious Perſon, and a 
Mas: of Learningz 3 yet I wn” 
e 


J the READER. | 
he would be unwilling his Letter 
ſhould here be expoſed in Print, 
(or the Original ſhewed: to ſome 3 
that know him, and perhaps may 
claim an N Rank among the i 
Criticks. 5 9 


But to come to the Purpoſe; 3 
I have often mags Tranſlations 
blamed for kee g too cloſe to 
the Original P 2 4 - but never 
ny, before this, for a Negli- 
gence that is abſolutely neceflary | 
to retain the Senſe of a Foreign 
Author. All the World knows | 
there is a vaſt Diſtance between 
Arabicl and the Languages of 
Europe; and if the Italian Tranſ- 
lator was more exact in forming 
his Words up to a near Imitation 
of the Eaſtern Proprieties of 
U no doubt but impartial I 
Men 
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To the R E A DE R. 


Men will rather cenſure it as a 


Fault, than cry it up for an Ex- 
cellency.; ſince nothing : ſounds 
well in. any Language, which is 


Idiom. Every. Thing ought to be. 


writ in as familiar a Style as we 


diſcourſe; eſpecially Let ers;gwhich 


are but a Proxy-Method of con- 
verſing at a Diſtance. And he 
that tranflates out of one Lan- 
guage into another, ought: to aim 
cChiefly at this, that he be ſure to 
retain the Original Senſe, and 


render it ſmooth and eaſy to the 
Reader. The Flowers of Arabia 


and- Italy, when once tranſplanted 
to our barren Eugliſo Soil, loſe - 
their Vertue and Beauty, until 
they are naturalized: What then 
muſt we expect from their Weeds? 
Doubtleſs, there are ſome Pecu- 


liarities 


T 15. READER. 


liarities in all Languages; and to 
tranſlate — from ſo re- 
mote a Tongue would ſound as 4 

| haſh as French does in an Engliſb- i 
and Mouth, when the pronounces 
it as it is writ, 


What 1 1 more to ſay ie, 
Fg: as this Volume contains a 
Hiſtory of Things tranſacted Ai 
in the Memory of moſt Men now 
 tving;' ſo the two ſucceeding 
Tomes fall down lower and nearer 
to the. preſent Times: Giving an 
Account of Events whereof many 
have been Eye-witneſſes, and 
wherein not à few have had a 
perſonal Share either by way of 
Action, or ſuffering Profit or Da- 
mage; which muſt needs afford 
Delight to thinking Men; ſince 
there is n more agreeable 


to 


25 the .REA DER: 


to Mortals, than to reflect on _ | 
former Paſlages of their Lives, 
ding to. that of the. Poet, 


Hee a. umu jnvabit. 


n for the farther Encou- 
ragement of the candid Reader, 
he may afſure himſelf, that to- 
ward the Concluſion of the laſt 
Volume, he will meet with ſeveral 
Secrets between the French and 
Turkiſh Courts, which will diſ- 
cover the true Source of the Pre- 
fent War between the Emperor of 
Germany and the Grand Si gnior; 
and give a Glimpſe of the private 
Machinations and Springs, which 
have put all Europe into. the 
Hur; burg it is now in. 
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LETTER Lodi off 


4 1H MUT, the. n at Paris, v0 hut 
Oglou, his Friend, at Conſtanti nople, W 
Page 1 


Fle relates the Errors he committed in Point of Addveſs 


and Carriage qhen.he firſt came to Yaris. 0 
* To . 


- 


* nnr 


u. To the Reis Efeendi, or principal Secretary of ihe 
Ottoman Empire, | 8 P. 7 
of a Fellow that dopged him up and down the Streets 


of Paris ; and his Tpprebenjans thereupon. 
m. To Abdel Metec Muli Omar, Preſident of the Col- 


lege of Sciences at Fez, 10 
He 'complains of his frequent Sadneſs on the Account of 
bis Employment. 


W. E the Kaimacham, | | 7 
Ofube Quakers in Holland, England 9 and 
ether Parts of N 5 


V. To the ſame. 3 1 3 
Of the Peace carietuded between France and Spain. © / 
fy Match _—_— the Kine of France pl 85 
niſh Infanta, Of the Duke of Lorrain's Releaſe, 
and the Prince 0 Coꝑti⸗ Reforation. 


VI. To Hamet, Reis Efends, principal —_— e-4 
the Qrigyen Empire,” 5 \ . 
11 


He congratulates his Acceſſion to that Dignity. Of tho 
Death oft the King of — and the Duke of Or- 
Leans. 
VII. ET 7 5 5 „ 
He di ſcour ſes ainſt : tele: Sper ſition 0 = 
..... AMahametans, Of Moſes. and. the Jews. in E- 
VII. To the Kaimacham, = 28 


of the Prince of Conde” s Reception and Entertain- 
ment at the French: Court, Some d of b ® 


e.. F 


132 


NN. Fo. the fame, - 30 
. King Charles the . Seconds 2 to the 

Crown. 
= To 


> 


The TABLE. 
X. To Mebemet, an exiled — at Caire in E- 
| He breaks forth into melancholy Excurſions. 3 


XI. To Hamer, Reis Effend;, principal Secretary of the 


Ottoman Empire, 35 
He relates ſame Paſſages of Henry IV's Life. | 


XII. To Muſtapha, Berber Aga, 38 


Of the extraordinary Magnificence at the aan 
King and Queer s Entry into Faris, | 


XIII. To Denet Oglou, | | | „„ 

Of an Earthquake at Paris. PTY agen : 

XIV. To Hamet, Reis E Fendi, principal Seereiuy of 
the Ottoman Empire, 43 


Obſervations on the Reign of Lewis XIII. 


xv. To Mabummed in the Defart, 
. the Eartbquake at _ and 3 en 17 


The TABLE, 
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BOOK II. 
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5 LETTER L 


O the venerable Mufti N 50 
Of Cardinal n Death. 8 ome Remarks 
on his Life. 


8 


Il. To the Visir Azem at the 1 . 4x 0 48 
Farther Remarks on Cardinal Mazarini. | 


III. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the Cum i 
at Conſtantinople, = 7 
Of his Couſin Ifouf”s Reſidence at Aftracan, 4 che. | 

rater of the Mycones. 3 


IV. To . Caber, Student i in the i and | 

Penſioner to the Sultan, 57 

He congratulates his Converſion to the Mahometan 
Faith. 


V. To the Mui, 58 
Of the King of France's . to cure the King's 


Evil. 


VI. To Mirmadolin, 3 of the Vale of Sidon, 61 
He applauds the happy . Fa Santone. | 


vII. To Dęnet Oglou, 64 
Of Painters. A Story of Martin Heemſkirk. Another 
of Giotto. 


VIII. To Lubano Abufai Saad, an — Knight, 68 
Of the gs s Birth. r 
0 


The. TABLE. 


IX. To Cara Halli, g Phyfician to 3 Grand Siemior, 71 
of Hardineſs, Indi * and Refignation. | 


xX. To the ſame, 75 


V Plays, and an odd Accident that > at one, 
in the Preſence of the King, and the novels Court. 


W x1. To Dgnet Oglou, 
. He complains of the Slenders caft on bin by . at — 


Seraglio. 
ö = XII. Is Abraham Eli Zeid, nad. Preacher to the 
LSes'era 9 52 
Of > oy wicked Live of Pri and Monk „ HA 
XIII. To the Chiaws Baſſe,” e 
Of the French King's Conduct and Soni 
XIV. To the fame, 92 


More on the ſame Subject. of- an . Tour- 
nament V Carouſel, at the French Court. 


XV. TO Z id lade A Aferchant at Fenice. © g 
He 2 his n. in a g the Muſh ulman 
aith. 


XVI. To the Kaimacham, . 99 
Of the Attempts made on the Lives of the Duke and 
Dutcheſs of Crequi. 


XVII. To Mohammed, the illuſtrious Eremitd of Mount - 
Uriel in Arabia, 101 
Of the Contradictions and Uncertainty of ancient Re- 

cords, Kc. | 


XVII. To Haſnadar-Baſh, Chief Treaſurer to = 
Highneſs, 

Of the Birth and Death of Madam of France. 07 

the Peace concluded between France and Spain. He 

| — 


—» 


The TABLE 


4s on the Engliſh for delivering up Dunkirk 7 
* Of the acai > 45 ee .the * 1 
England and the Infanta of gal. 


XIX. To the Keimecham, | 633191 10% 

He relates a. firange Paſſage that 8 ito bike in 
viſiting a ä T . ae dirt | 
and Phyfich. 


. Tacks Ge Baſu, 1 
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- XXT. To Nathan Ben Saddi, 2 ee at Flew: 113 

He endeavours to convince Bim that Iſmael was Heir 4 1 

3 ef the Promiſes. made to Abraham, as. being the | 4 1 
$1 ders Son. With * amr aces 2 the | P 
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n Toe Codaraſtad Chill, a. lun of the Low, 121 | 
f a Man that woas' executed. 4 Paris, Freie | 
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BOOK III. 


LETTER L | 
 Solyman, his Couſin, at Chalcedon, 123 


E He applauds his Removing from Place to Place, 


and adviſes him to travel farther in the World; 
or at leaſt to viſit his Couſin Iſouf at Aſtracan. 


II. To Pefeeli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the Cu- 
ſtoms at Conſtantinople, EY + 126 
Of the Wars and Revolutions in Indoſtan; with ſome 

Remarks on the different Policy of Eaſtern Nations. 


III. To Uſeph Baſſa, 6 129 

Of the [7s 1 of the Duke of Mecklenburgh to the 

Roman Faith. Of the magnificent Entry the Swits 
Ambaſſudors made into Paris. 


TV. To Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
I 


the Ottoman Empire, : 31 
Of the King of France's Amours. A pleaſant Story of 
his Conf'ffer. „ 


V. To Peffeli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the Grand 
Signier's Cuſtoms at Cynſtantinopleq 132 
Of Mahmut's Inclination 10 travel; bis particulur 

Fancy or Indoſtan : Nitb Mage "gg of the Plea- 
ſures he fbould take in paſſing thither. | 


VI. To Hanet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of the 
8 438 


Ottoman Empire, . 3 13 
Of the Death of the Dutcheſs of Savoy, and Carolus - 
_ Joſephus, Brother to the German Emperor, A ge- 


neral 


The TABLE. 
neral Character of Germany, France, Spain, Eng- | 
land, Holland, and otber Parts of Europe. 


vn To Kerker Haſſan, Ba ofa, 142 
He acquaints him how had been aſſaſſinated one 
Night in the Streets, as he was returning to his 
Lodgings. Of his Removal thereupon to another il 
Part of the City. 2 


vi. To Nathan Ben Sad, a Jeu at Vi, jenna, 146 

He informs him of the ſame Accident, referring him ñ⁶ 
for farther Inſtructions to , auhο would be 
ſhortly at Vienna, 3 
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IX. To Zeidi Alamanxi, a Merchant at Venice, 148 4 5 
He. forbids bim to 2 any Letters to Paris till be bas 4 
recei wed fre ders from'the Porte. 


X. To Muraz, Baſſa, | 150 
He complains for Want of timely Intelligence from the i 
Minifters of the Porte. Of the Victories and Suc- Þ 
_ of Ottomans in Hungary. Of Count 
rozz1's Arrival at Paris, in Quality of Ambaſſa- 

dor. from the Emperor. OY 


XI. To Ifouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at Aftracan, 
| 153 
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A Charafter of Spain, 


XII. To Af, Ba | 154 

| oP the general onſf W in Europe upon the Nets 
of the Grand Signior' Advances into Hungary: 71 
Cardinal Chiſi's Arrival at Paris, in * 1 
_ Legate de Batere from the Pope. | 


XIII. To 5 Reis. Ehen, Principal Secretary of | I 
the Ottoman Empire, po 156 7 
He gives him a Character of Spain, different from that Y i 

he . bis en: —_ 48 
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XIV. To Muſu Abu'l 1 ahyan, Profeſſor 45 Philoſophy 


at Fez, ' 159 
He diſcourſes of the various Languages of Europe. 4 
Story of a German Ambaſſador at the French Court. 


XV. To Oſman. Adrooneth, Aftrologer to the Sultan at 


* Adrianople. 7 162 
Of a Comet appeari ng in the Firmament. Fi whence 


he takes accafion to diſcourſe about the Nature of 


Comets. 


M Fe Pamet, Reis Efendi, principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. | — 364 
He informs him of the Peace made between the Pope 

and the Ring of France, after the Afronts put upon 
the French Ambaſſador at Rome. of the. K rench 
Ring s De/ign on Africk. 


* 


XVII. To del Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of the 


College of Sciences at Fez, 167 
He complains that true Science is not to be found, unleſs 


among the Bramins of India. 


XVIII. To Mirmadolin, . of the Vale of Sidon, 
170 
He aſſerts, that Men are Partakers £ the Divine Na- 
ture. A Diereſſion concerning the ancient Religion 

of the Gentiles. 


XIX. To the ſame, © 172 
A ſceptical Diſcourſe after the Manner of an Epicu- 
rean Philoſopher. _ | 


* To Iſouf, his Couſin, a Merchant at Aftracan, 

174 

Mahmut complains of bis Uneafi neſs in Paris, and — 
preſſes his Emulation of the Arabs and Tartars. 
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The TABLE. 


XXL To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire, 177 


Remarks on the Mareſchal de e n a Cba- 6 N 


racter of that Prince. 


XXII. To Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sciences, and 


Penſioner to the Grand Signior, 0 

* a Paper of Verſes which the King of France found 

one Morning on his Table. Of Anne Marie. de 
Skurman, the learned Maid of Saxony 


XXIII. To the Captain Baſſa, 181 


Of a notable Viddory obtained by the Engliſh, under the 
Command of the Duke of York, in a Sea-Fight awith 
the Dutch, Of the _—_—_ of France ee to uni te 
both Seas, by cutting a Ty rt of bis 
King dem. 


LETTER L | 


O Achmet Beig, f Phill Ws of Sp x4 — 
| Of the Death of Philip _ ain, a 
- the Duke of Vendoſme. ba x 


II. To William V, oſpel, a Recluſe of Auftris, n 
Mahmut endeawours to reclaim him from Bigotry. 


m. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Views, 192 


| He reflects on the Miſna Talmud of the Jews: 
ERebearſing 5 e eral ridiculous Stories out o 
the latter. ort of Jews in North Afia, dif- 
. ferent from F reft- of that Lineage, in their Lan- 
guage, Laws, and Religion. 5 


| IV. To the ſame, | 199 
He gives him a more particular Account of theſe Jews, . 
for Cuſtoms, and Manner of Life. | - 


V. To Mohammed, Hades, Dervich, Rs of 1 

Uriel in Arabia the Happy, 199 

He tells him he is in doubt of bis future State: 2 3 

_ aſſerts, That it Is good to meditate on the 4 
ngs. 


VL. To the 8 | 
Of Mirammud, | the San of the Xerip h * 
ing taken Priſoner by the Francs,” His . 
and Entertainment at the Court. 
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XII. To the Eee . 21a 


XIN. To Murat, Baſſa, 


The TABLE: 


VIL To Hamet Mauladdin, p eriph of Salle, ; 366 
He acquaints him with the. ſame Thing, and adviſes | 
him to ſend ſpeedy Ambaſſadors; to the Court c 
France, in of der to his Son's Redemption. | 2 


VIII. To Peſteli Huli, nis Brother, Maſter of the Cu- 
ſtoms at Conſtanti nople, 206 
He informs im of the 7 reachery of Solyman his Cou- 

fin, in employing ſome Armenian Merchants at Paris 
e into Mahmut' 5 Secrets 15 


IX. To Deer Ohre 30 
More on the ſame Subject. „ 


X. To Hauber, Reis Egendi, Principal 18 of Pl 
Ottoman Empire, 5 211 
/ the Plague in London, and in other Parts 6 Eng- 

land: "Of the Death H the Queen Mother ag rance, 
5 and of the Prince of -onti. Wy 


XI 'To Nathan Ben Saddi: 2 FEE at e 13 
He reproaches him with Bigotry in believing Sabbati 
Sevi, the pretended Meſſas of Smyrna, Ic. ro be 
the true Redeemer * Iſrael. A ort Hiftory of Sab- 
bati Sevi's Life. . FFC 5 


An Account of the Jews Pxtravagancies on the Appear- 
_ ing of Sabbati Sevi, as their Meſſias. Strange Re- 
erer of the ten Tribes that were carried away Cap- 


tive by Salmanaflar King of Aſſyria. 


i a War between the French and Enelith, of v4 
Marriage between the E mperor of wma and the 
Infanta of Spain. 5 | 


xIV. To PRs Hali, 11 9 Maſter of Foy Cu- 
ſtoms, 


8s WW — . 2 
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VII. To Kerker-Haſſan, Baſſa, 


The TABLE. 


ſtoms, and Superintendant of the Arſenal at Conſtan- 
tinople, | | 221 


He congratulates his new Advance; relates the Blows- 


ing-up of Rezan, a City in Ruſſia, and deſtants on 
the Day of Doom. | 


To Uſeph, Baſſa, 


To 225 
Of the Continuance of the Plague in England. Of the 
Fire at London, Fs 


VI. To Cara Hati, Phyſician to the Grand Signior, 


228 


Y He complains that our Knowledge of a Future State is | 


very uncertain. 


JA 
He rejoices to hear that he is to be removed from Paris 
to a Country Life, ſomewhere in Aſia. 


VIII. To Ifouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at Aftra- 


can, | . 237 

He gives him à Character of his Couſin Solyman, = 
bids him beware of him if he ſhould come to Aſtra- 
Can. | 
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Mahmut tbe Arabian at Paris, to Dgnet 
_  Oglou, bis Friend at Conſtantinople. _ 


T makes me ſmile ſometimes when I reflect how 

often I was put to it for an Addreſs ſuitable to the. 
Manners of the Nazarenes, and the particular 
Mode of Paris when I firſt arrived at this City: 
or thou knoweſt we had other Employments, than to 
earn Faſhions and Congees at Palermo. The Mind of a 
Plave is dejefted under the Circumſtances of his Capti- 

ity ; ſo that he has not Leiſure to regard any Thing, _ 
dut how to accompliſh his daily Taſk, and to pleaſe his 
Patron. All his Study and Care is bent upon this, and 
here is no Room left for generous Thoughts ; neither 
as he Means or Courage to venture on Projects, or. 
Wn prove the preſent Occurrences in order to his future 

appineſs. Nay, he hardly dares think of ever being 

appy again. This was my Caſe, aud I believe it was 
ot much better with thee. : : 


Yay. VI. | B 7 Yety SN: 
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Ver, notwithſtanding all the rigorous Uſage I had, 


the Baſtinadoes, Kicks, Bruiſes, Cuts and wounds, I 
received from the Hands of that barbarous Giafer, my 
Maſter, which made me ſometimes incapable of doing 
{elf by Night, I was reſolved to find ſome ſpare Time for 
Books. I roſe early, and went late to Sleep; ing 


no Moment, wherein I could apply my ſelf to Study. 


The acquaintance I had with that Sicilian Carpenter, 


y Service by Day, or of taking any. Reſt my- 1 


- 


our Friend, was of ſingular Advantage to me in this 


Kind : For, thou mayeſt remember, he was well 


ſtocked with many antient and learned Treatiſes. He 


furniſhed me with Plutarch, Polybius, Strabo, Pliny, 
and other Hiſtories. All which, and many more, I 


devoured with Greedineſs; for I had a ſtrong Appe- 


tite to Knowledge. And after my Redemption [I 
aſſed away ſome Time in the Academies, where I 
earned the knotty Tricks of Logick, how to ſplit 
Moods and Figures, and chain one impertinent Syllo- 


giſm to the Tail of another to Eternity. I alſo run | 
through a Courſe of Philoſophy and other Sciences. 
Neither was I altogether ignorant of Men : For the read- | 


ing of Hiſtories fits a Man the better to make practical 


Experiments in the Affairs of the World. To which | 
alſo Philoſophy is not a little helpful, in direQing our 
Obſervations on the various Tempers of People, Men's 
Perſonal Diſpoſitions and Singularities, with the Humours 
and Cuſtoms peculiar to this or that Nation. For theſe 
Things depend many times on the Difference of the 
Climate, the Nature of the Soil, the Qualities of the 


Air, and the Manner of their Diet. : ; 

But neither Hiſtory, Logick, or Philoſophy, were 
able to efface the Impreſſions of my early Years, or 
unteach me the Manners in which I had been educated 
from my Infancy. I brought Arabia and Conſt anti. 
nople along with me even to Paris. And becauſe I had 
not been uſed to diſſemble the Profeſſion and Carriage of 
a. Muſſulman, during my Thraldom in Sicily I was 
at a Loſs in my deportment, when I came. firſt hither} 


How| 


j 


4 Sr at PARIS. : 4 
How often have I been like to diſcover my ſelf by 
pronouncing the ſacred Biſnillab, either when I ſat down 
to eat, or put a Glaſs of Water to my Lips ; or when 

I began any other Action of Importance? So likewiſe 
in uttering the Handillah, after a Repaſt, or when any 
8 * happened which prompted me to praiſe God. 

= When I mer any of my Acquaintance in the Streets, 
| I was apt to forget that I had a Hat on. And inftead . 
of putting off that, according to the - Faſhion of the 
| Franks, I laid my Hand on my Breaſt, and ſometimes 
bowed ſo low, that my Hat fell off from my Head, be- 
fore I was ſenfible of my Error. En 

If I had Occaſion to addreſs myſelf to a Perſon of, 


Quality, I was ready to take up; the Bottom of his. 
Cloak, Gown, or Robe; and to ki s it in Token of Re- 
verence, as the Cuſtom is in the Eaſt, when we falbte_ 
- the Grandees. Nay, ſometimes I could not forbear 


falling on my Knee, or proſtrate on the Ground before 
Cardinal Richlieu, and thoſe of his high Dignity. All 
which, nevertheleſs, paſſed only. for Clowniſhneſs, and : 
Want of courtly Education, which, teaches the nice 
Punctilioes of Addreſs. The took: me for a Kind of 
Moldavian Ruſtick, without any further Jealouſy. Or, 


ch perhaps, they ſmiled at all this, as e wn] Caprice 
ur or Humour, like that of the Philoſopher Paſicles, who ; 


coming to ſalute a great Captain, and the Ceremony of 
thoſe Times requiring him ta touch the Captain's Knee, 
he laid his Hand on his Genitals. At which the Cap- 
tain being affronted, and thruſting: his Hand away with : 
ſcornful Words, What ! ſays the Philoſopher, does not 
hat Part belong to you, as well as your Knees ? It often 
diverts my Melancholy, to conſider how many Errors 
of this Kind I have committed, not through Ignorance, 


ated or any Cynical Humour, but only in pure Overſight, 
ti. and Forgetfulneſ ee. : re Boe 
had It was a long Time before I could frame my Fingers 
eck a M Finge 


o handle a Knife and Fork at Meals, as is the univer- 
al Cuſtom in theſe Weſtern Parts; whereas thou know - 
eſt we make uſe of no other Inſtruments in Eating, but 
dur Fingers and Teeth; Whence it was, that I could 


Ba 
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not ſometimes forbear thruſting my Hand: into a whole 
| Diſh of Meat; which is counted a great Indecency i in 
France. And after I was reconciled to thoſe nicer In- 
ſtruments of Voluptuouſneſs, as to carve my Meat a /a- 
Mode; yet when once I had it on my own Plate, I laid 
aſide thoſe Tools as uſeleſs, and tore it aſunder with my 
Fingers and Teeth, feeding a la T, wrceſque, as the French 
call it; that is like a Muſulman. 5 
' Nevertheleſs, no Body ſuſpected me; but all theſe. 
Miſcarriages paſſed for Mo/dawian Barbariſms, the ſavage 
Cuſtoms of that my ſuppoſed Country. I tell thee, 
that though the Manner of eating among the French 
| ſeems to have ſomething more of Neatneſs and Deli- 
cacy in it; yet it appears full of Softneſs and Luxury, 
and I cannot in Reaſon prefer it to the more natural and 
ſimple Method of Diet, uſed in the Eaſt. Neither 
would the French themſelves condemn us for Savages 
in this Point, as they commonly do, did they but con- 
ſider, that this Negligence very well becomes Men of 
the Sword ; and that in their Campaigns their own | 
Generals are ambitious to appear careleſs 1 in every Thing 2 
: relating to their Body. 4 
Doubtlefs, the ancient n who. brought the 
greateſt Part of the World under their Power, ſhunned 
all Fineſſes in Diet and Shea, until ſuch Time as their 
Manners were debauched, and their Empire in its De- 
cline. Our Annals record, That when Sultan 2 
lay down with his Army before a certain Place, and the | 
Governor of the Townſent Commiſſioners to treat with | 
him about a Surrender; they found him at Dinner, 1 
which conſiſted only of two or three Onions, à little 3 
Salt and: Bread, = 
Fiſtories alſo relate of the faithful Omar, Scat 4 
of the Prophet, That when he was with his Army not 
far from Jeruſalem, the Nazerene Prince, who governed | 
that City, ſent a Spy into the Hoſt of the My/ulmans, 4 
to obſerve their Diſcipline, and, bring him a lively | 
Character of their General. The Spy went according 
to his Mafter's Order; and, having tarried ſome Time 
in the Arabian Camp, returned again, and thus ad q we 


| tothe Governor. 1 
J * It 


a SFX at PARIS. | 5 
« Tt will not be needful to recount every Thing I 
| & obſerved among theſe Soldiers; ſince by what I 
mall ſay of their Leader, thou mayeſt comprehend 
| 8 * the Manners of them all: For they obey him, and 
« follow his Example in every Thing with exquiſite 
« Silence and Modeſty. I ſaw Omar their Prince, at 
« tlie Head of his Army, ſitting on a Camel, his Face 
„ tawry and ſcorched by the Sun, in a Veſt of Perſian 
„% Co:ton, girded about with a Belt of Leather, at 
Wich hung a Cymetar and Dagger, with a Knap- 
== *© ſack tied behind him like the meaneſt Soldier. 
If «© faw him take out from thence hard Cruſts of Bread, 
« ſhaking off the Huſks of Millet which ſtuck. to 
them; and ſaying, In the Name of God, he eat 
== © heartily of the ſame. Then he drank Water, out of 
a lcathern Bottle hanging by his Side; and when he 
had done, he ſaid, Praiſe be to God, All his Army 
made their Repaſt at the ſame Time, and in the ſame 
% Manner, with admirable Temperance, and ſuch an 
« Order and Modeſty, as I never ſaw before, neither 
© can I expreſs, 5 e > 
When the Prince heard this, he ſtood till a confidera- 
ble Time, muſing as one aſtoniſhed, © Then turning to 
the Seniors and Chief of the People who were prelent, 
he ſaid, © It is neceſſary that we ſurrender our City to 
« theſe People; for they have the Smiles of Heaven. 
% 'Their Prophet and their Law oblige them to Tem- 
„ perance, 1 Obedience, and a modeſt Deport- 
„ment. Theſe Virtues are certain Steps to Victory 
“% and Empire. Beſides, I have received a Tradition 
* from my Anceſtors, That a People ſhall come out 
„of Arabia, with a new Law and Religion, which 
* ſhall aboliſh all that went before it. They ſhall ſub- 
* due Paleſtine and Egypt, and ſhall build Moſques, 
„wherein their Prayers ſhall ſound like the Hummings 
* of Bees. Their Empire ſhall extend from Eaſt to 
== © Weſt, and to the Extremities of the Earth. This 
is what I have learned from my Forefathers, and 
© which I believe is now coming to paſs. Therefore 
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« it will be in vain to reſiſt theſe Men; for they are 
« invincible by a Decree from above. 

Thoſe that were about him did not approve the A 
Counſel of this wiſe Nazarene. However, he ſent to ñ⁶ 
_ and obtained Favour for himſelf and his Fa- 
ts 4 
Thou wilt ſay I am got wide of the Mark of my 
firſt Diſcourſe, which related to myſelf, and not to any 
of the primitive Caliphs : : But it is impoſſible to reſtrain 
our Thoughts from roving. Some ſay, they hang to- 
_ like the Links of a Chain; and that one Idea 

eing faſtened to another in our Memory, we muſter 
them in Rank and File, according to their proper Or- 
der, when we think, or make Reſſections. God knows 
how it is. This I am ſure of, That when I write to 
my Friends, I ſtudy not to make an elaborate Speech | 4 5 
on it, as if I were penning an Oration ; but purſuing my 
Arſt Intention at Random, I run on, letting one Thought 
and Word beget another. * 

But J was telling thee how great a Bungler I was at 
art in all the Ceremonies and Manners of the e q 
which differ from thoſe. of the Eaſt. I was as much to 
ſeek in my Addreſs, as an Aſs would be to play on a 
Lute; according to the Roman Proverb : Yet Time and 4 
Practice rendered all theſe Things familiar and wi 
Now, methinks, I am a thorow-paced Nazarene as to 
my Exterior. I go to the Court and the Temples with as 
much ſeeming Formality as the Chriſtians, whilſt, God 
knows, my Heart is ſomewhere elſe: All my Actions 4 f 
are out of their natural Byaſs, ſo long as I am abſent | bh 
from the Society of True Believers. 4 

In a Word, I am forced to imitate the Fox, which 
Creature, when it is environed with Huntſmen and Dogs ff 
counterfeits a Barking like the latter, and ſo paſſes un- 
diſcovered. for one of their Company. [ 


Paris, 3d of the gthMoon, : = « 
of the Year 16 59. = 
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ed with melancholy Viſions. 
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LETTER UH. 


2 be Reis Effendi, or Principal Secretary 


of the Ottoman Empire. 


Am at this Time poſſeſſed with more Apprehenſions 

and Jealouſies, than an old Infidel Uſurer. My 
Lodging affetts me with greater Melancholy, than 
would a Priſon. And my uneaſineſs is the ſame when 
] go out of Doors. Every Body that meets me looks 
either as my Accuſer or my Judge: And ſome appear 
as terrible as Executioners. By Day, my Imagination 
torments me like a Fury, and by Night, I am affright- 
I dream of nothing but 
Racks, Wheels, Saws, Gibbets, and ſuch like Inſtru- 
ments of human Cruelty. Or that I am in ſome dark 


Dungeon, condemned to more unſufferable Tortures, by 


Order of the State; with Cardinal Mazarini, fitting 
by me like a Spaniſh Inquiſitor, and, in the moſt Tyran- 
nical Manner, threatning me with Pains, to which the 
Damned themſelves are wholly Strangers, if I will not 


| confeſs what J am, and reveal the Secrets with which I 


am entruſted. X | 

The Occaſion of theſe Terrors, which harraſs me 
Night and Day, is this: I have for four or five Days 
together found myſelf dogged up and down Paris, by 
a Man whoſe Face I never ſaw before in my Life. Let 
me go where I will, he is always ſome Diſtance from 
me. If I ſtand ſtill, ſo does he: Or if I turn back, 
he is quickly at my Heels. I have endeavoured by all 
the prudent Methods I could take to drop him in the 
Crowd of People, or in the Churches: But all in vain; 
for ſtill I encounter with the ſame Face. He purſues 


me like my Shadow. Neither Coach nor Boat, Land 
or Water, Houſe or Alley, can reſcue me from the 
Fellow's Eyes, who is more quick-ſighted than Argus, 
and nimbler than Mercury. He is very cunning alſo 
in this Buſineſs, and as dextrous as a Juggler; conveying 

B4 | himſelf 
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himfelf when he pleaſes out of my Sight; yet preſently 
after he is in view again. And if I chance to loſe 
him in the dark, I am ſure to find him not far from my 
Lodging next Morning. | 


This is it which gives me ſo much Diſturbance, and ' 
Plerces me with a thouſand Anxieties ; for I know not 


what to conjecture of this Fellow's Deſign. Sometimes 
I think he is employed by Cardinal Mazarizi to watch 


my Motions, obſerve what Houſes and Company I fre- 2 


quent, and trace me in all my Appointments. And I 


am the more ccnfirmed in this Safpicion, when I re- 


flet on my former Impriſonment in this City, and the 


Occafion of it. Beſides, when I went yeſterday to ſee i 
Eliachim the Few, this Spark followed me near to the 
Door: And though I tarried there two full Hours, et 
when I came out, I had not walked a hundred Paces, 


before I ſaw him again, footing it after me in a careleſs 
Manner, with his Arms folded, and his Eycs fixed on 
the Ground, as if he knew nothing of the Matter. 


Theſe are convincing Circumſtances, that he is ſet at 
work by the Cardinal, or ſome body ele, to diſcover i 
my Buſineſs, _ | Ho 


But when, on the other fide, I conſider, that if the 


Cardinal fuſpeted me, he might go a nearer way to 
work, and ſeize me in my Chamber, where my Letters i 
would betray me, this Thought vaniſkes, and I am at 


a loſs what to think. 


Then comes into my Mind the Encounter I had once 
with my Sicilian Maſter, who ſtrove to ſet the Rabble il 
upon me in the Streets of Paris; but my better Stars 

delivered me out of his and their Hands, whilſt, for | 


ought I know, he drew upon himſelf the Miſchief, he 
deſigned for me. However, when I reflect on that 
Paſiage, I am apt to think he may be now in Paris, 
and having by ſome Accident ſeen me go in or out at 
my Ledgings, contrives how to revenge himſelf on me, 
and uſes this Fellow's Aſſiſtance in compaſſing his Ends. 


Perhaps, think I, he will cauſe me to be ſtabbed or pi- A 
ſtolled at ſome convenient Seaſon; or he will find out 
ſome other Way, leſs noiſy and more malicious, to diſ- 


patch 
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patch me. It may be he ſeeks to entrap me, and ren- 
der me obnoxious to the State. I have a thouſand | 
Imaginations about it, and know not what to conclude. 
I value not my ſelf, nor am J careful to prolong a mi- 
ſerable Life for my own ſake. All that I can hope to 
enjoy in this World would come far ſhort of tempting 
me to ſkreen myſelf from the Stroke of Death, by an 
Action unworthy of a Philoſopher, and a Man. But 


the Duty and Affection I owe to the Grand Seignior's 


Service, makes me willing to live, until I have acquitted 
my ſelf of my Province with perfect Succeſs, that ſo I 
may return to Conſtantinople with Honour; And then 
I care not how ſoon I poſt to that unknown World, 


= where all the Generations of Mortals take up their 
eternal Reſt: For in this there is nothing but Labour 


and Grief, - | | | 1 
In the mean Time, I know not what Conduct to uſe 
in this Emergency; Whether I had beſt to ſpeak to this 


3 | Fellow, or diſſemble my Suſpicion ; whether it will be 


ſafe to truſt this Event to the general Providence, or to 
facrifice him that gives me ſo much diſquiet, and ſo ſe- 
cure my Peace. f could eaſſly have him diſpatched 
without any further Noiſe. But then my Conſcience 
would trouble me with After-claps, left I ſhould have 
murthered a Man without Reaſon, which is expreſl 
forbid by the Alcoran. Befides, I ſhould always ſand 
in fear of ſome Diſcovery ; I proteſt, I am at a Loſs 
for want of ample Inſtructions in ſuch Caſes as theſe, 
And I am weary of mentioning what I have ſo often 
intimated already to the Miniſters of the Porte, with- 
out any direct Anſwer. However, I will do what my 
Reaſon ſuggeſts, and leave the Event to Deſti x. 
Happy Miniſter! the Affairs of this World are full 
of dark Windings and Meanders; and we have all need 
of a Guide, or a Clew, to conduct us through them. 
May that Omnipreſent aſſiſt us, whenever we are catched 


in a Knot, or loſt in a Labyrinth of Difficulties. 


Faris, 25th of the gth Moon, ; 
of the Tear 1659, | I 
35 
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To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident 7 
the College of Sciences at Fez. = 


TH venerable Diſpatch I received with Kiſſes, | 
and a Tranſport of Joy. I thrice touched my 
Eye-lids with the Paper of high Efteem, and as oft J 
laid it to my Breaſt. I broke up the Seals with Mode- 
ſty and Reverence, and my greedy Eyes devoured the 
Lines of profound Wiſdom, the Sentences and Apho- 
riſms worthy to be written in Letters of Gold. Then 
it was I bleſſed the Hour of my Nativity, and the more 
happy Moment wherein I firſt had the Honour of thy 
Familiarity and Friendſhip: O thou fincere and exi- 
mious Patron of ſuch as love the Sciences! Renowned iſ 
for thy Learning, and Probity of Manners ! Prince of 
the A/faqui's and Poctors! Crown of the Sage Aﬀſembly iſ 
of Philoſophers! Oracle of the Age! „ 
Glory be to God, who has neither Beginning or 
End! who alone poſſeſſes the infinite Expanſe and Life 
eternal ; who is adored by the Inhabitants of Heaven, | 
of Earth, and of Hell: Benedictions on Michael, Ga- 
briel, Iſraphill, Itburiel, Jeremiel, Haſmariel, and on 
all the happy Miniſters of his Divine Majeſty ; as alſo 
on the Angel of Death. Peace to the True Believers i 
on Earth, and Salvation to the Devils and Damned, 
after they have accompliſhed their Penance in Hell, and i 
the Term of Wrath ſhall be expired. | 
An univerſal Charity dilates my Heart ; I embrace 
with Love all the Creatures of God. This is owing 
to the ſeaſonable Arrival of thy Letter: For at the Mo- 
ment when that came, I was plunged in ſo deep a Me- 
lancholy, that I could hardly afford a kind Thought 
for any thing on Earth, and J perfectly hated my ſelf. 
J have theſe Fits. of Sadneſs often, it being an Effect of 

my Conſtitution. VVV „„ 


Af 


a SPY at Paris | 11 
At thoſe Seaſons Life 5 an inſupportable Bur- 


then, and all the Buſtle and Noiſe of Mortals a vain Fa- 
tigue. My Senſes, which at other Times adminiſter De- 
light and Pleaſure, are now the Inſtruments of Anguiſh 
and Pain. Every Thing I ſee and hear diſguſts me. I 
abhor my neceſſary Food. Neither can the ſweeteſt 
Odours, or ſofteſt Strains of Muſick bring me into a 
better Temper; until Sleep eclipſes the Light of my 
buſy Imagination, and puts out every glaring Thought. 
Then my Soul takes her Repoſe; and ſtealing from my 
Body, enters into the ſhady Vale of Viſions, and 
ſports with innocent Ideas. Thus having diverted my 
ſelf with jumbling monſtrous Eſſences together, and 
hurling one Chimæra at another, I return again to my 
Body, and ſighing awake, grieved that I could not 
longer ſtay in that Mock-World, where I could have 
j. wiſhed my Reſidence for ever, rather than in This, 
which gives me ſo much real Pain. Thus is my Anguiſh 
renewed with the Morning, Light is more irkſome to 
| me than Darkneſs, and the Day, which brings Joy to 
other Mortals, is more terrible to me than Night, and 
the Shadow of. Death. 1 | 
I complain to the Elements, but they will not hear 
or regard me. All Nature ſeems to laugh at my Af- 
fliction, and the Beaſts of the Field triumph over me. 
As for Men, here are none but Infidels, my profeſſed 
Enemies, to whom I can vent my Sorrows: And I am 
aſhamed to make a Woman my Confeſſor, though it were 
my own Mother, who lives in Paris, and dany ſees 
me. 
If in this dolorous Condition J prepare my ſelf with 
the accuſtomed Purifications of the Law, and Addreſſes 
to the Omnipotent, I know not where to find him: 
His Eſſence is unſearchable, and flies from human 
Thought. I call him aloud by his Ninety- nine ado- 
rable Names, but receive no Anſwer. I repeat his 
= incomprehenſible Attributes, but all to no Purpoſe, 
ln a Word, I fay and do all that the Law enjoins, the 
Prophet counſels, holy Perſons recommend, or my own 
Reaſon ſuggeſts, as a proper Means to obtain the Fa- 
| vour 
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vour of Heaven, and a Redreſs of my Calamity : But 
find no Comfort. And, for ought I know, that Spa- 
niard might as ſoon be heard, who, being ignorant 
what Form of Prayer to uſe, rehearſed the four and 
twenty Letters of the Alphabet, Do God to form 


ſuch Words out of them, as beſt expreſſed the Petitio- 1 | 


ner's Neceſlities, a = 

J tell thee, illuſtrious Prelate, after I am tired with 
vocal Devotions, I have recourſe to. Contemplation. I | 
examine my paſt Life, and find that I myſelf am the 
Source of my own Melancholy, in not ſtrictly obeying 
the Law of the Prophet, the Precepts of the Seniors, 
and the Dictates of my Conſcience: And all this, for 
the Sake of Loyalty to the Grand Seignior, and in Con- 
fidence to the Mufti's Diſpenſation. Now I aſk of thee, | 


Whether it be lawful to commit a thouſand Vices, that 
I may only acquit my ſelf fairly in one Virtue ? Or, Wl 


to think, that, in ſuch Caſe, the Mufti has -power -to 
diſannul the expreſs poſitive Injunctions of our Holy 
Lawgiver? Is the Empire of the Faithful to be ſerved 


by the Infidelity and Profaneneſs of Muſſulmans ? Or 


the Truth to be ſupported by Lyes and Perjuries ? 

I tremble to think what a Confufion I ſhall be in, 
when the Prophet ſhall reproach me, That I have pre- 
ferred the Favour of Men, to the Smiles of Heaven. 
IT know not what to do. Oh, that I were in the parch- 
ing Deſarts of Lybia! or any the moſt unfrequented 
Solitude of Egypt! A Companion of Dragons, and 
other horrid Monſters of Afric! rather than in this | 


Station, which renders my Life a Hell upon Earth, and 1 


torments me with half the Diſquiets of the Damned. 
But if this appears too extravagant and deſperate a 
Thought, let me at laſt wiſh myſeli at Fez, the meaneſt 
of thy Slaves, or of thy incomparable Muſu Abul Ta- 
hyan, of whom thy laſt Letter gave ſo high a Charac- 
ter. I have addreſſed a Diſpatch to him, hoping for 
the Honour of his Friendſhip and Correſpondence. 
Let not the Liberty I have taken to tell thee of my 


Sadneſs, diſcourage thee from writing: But reſt aſſured, . | b 


that whenever thou ſhalt vouchſafe me a Letter, though 
LEES es J were 


a Spy at PARIS. 13 
1 were in the Agonies of Death, it would call me back 
again, | 

W Paris, 25th of che gth Moon, 

„ the Tiar 169. 


LET T ER IV. 
70 the Kaimacham. 


HES E Nazarenes are very fertile in new Reli. 
i gions. Europe is a Wilderneſs over-run with 
nmonſtrous Sects and Hereſies. Every Age produces freſh 
Pretenders to Prophecy and Divine Revelation. Error 
Wis prolifick, and multiplies infinitely, whilſt Truth re- 
mains the ſame for ever, and is comprehended in a few 
Rules. | | | | = 
= Of late Years there are a Sort of People ſprung up 
in England, Holland, Germany, and other Parts of the 
North, boaſting of a new Commiſſion given them from 
Heawen, to preach the everlaſting Truth, reform the 
Errors and Vices of Mankind, and lead People the only 


h 

- infallible Way to Happineſs, Their Addreſs is plain 
d and fimple, bold and uniform, uſing no other Ceremo- 
d nies or Compliments in their Diſcourſe or Carriage to 
s Perſons of the greateſt Quality, than to the Vulgar, 
d and thoſe of the moſt inferior Rank. | 


They ſtile themſelves, The true Seed, The Off. ſpring 
df Jacob, Fews of the Promiſe, 1f-aefites without 
Fraud, with ſuch like vain Titles; but by others they 
are generally called Quakers. | | 

They ſay, the Ring-leader of this People profeſſes 
himſelf to be the Meſſias, being in all Parts of his Bo- 
dy, and Features of his Face like Jeſus the Son of 
Mary : Or at leaſt it is obſerved, that he exactly reſem- 
les the Portraiture: of him which Publius Lentulus 
ſent to the Senate of Rome out of Judæa, when he 
was Governor of that Province, Hence his Followers 


ſcruple 
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ſcruple not to call him Jeſus, the Beauty of Ten Thou- Wl 
ſand, the only begotten Son of God, the Prophet who is 
to ſeal up all Things, the Prince of Peace, King of J/- MW 
rael, Judge, Conſolation of the World, . = 
When he travels, his Diſciples attend him bare. 
headed, (which thou knoweſt is a Token of Reverence 
among the Franks) yet they never uncover to any other 
Mortal. He rides on Horſeback, whilſt they walk on 
Foot before, behind, and on each Side of him, ſpread- 
ing their Garments in the Way through which he paſſes, WF: 
The Hoofs of his Beaſt tread only on Silks or other 
coſtly Stuffs. And as they enter into any Town or 
City, they chaunt aloud his Praiſes, proclaiming him 
The Son of David, and Heir of the Divine Promiſes. 
All his Followers pretend to be Prophets, boaſting of 
ſtrange Illuminations and Raptures, foretelling Thing 
to come, and reproaching the Vices of Governors and 
the greateſt Princes, with a Boldneſs which has but few 
Precedents. In a Word, they every where preach, 
That Go is lay ing a Foundation of a New-Monarchy, i 
which ſhall deſtroy all the reſt in the World, and ſhall 
never have an End it ſelf. | 
This gives a Jealouſy to the States where they live, 
and therefore they are perſecuted in all Places. Vet 
they appear very conſtant in their Sufferings, and tena- | 
_ cious of the Doctrines they preach. - $ 
They ſeem, in my Opinion, to reſemble one of our 
Muſſulmans Sects, who aſſert, That Jeſus the Son of 
Mary ſhall return again upon Earth: That he ſhall il 
marry and beget Children, be anointed King of the T! 
Nations who believe in One God, and in this glorious 
State ſhall remain forty Years : After which he ſhall 
ſubdue Antichriſt, and then ſhall follow the Diſſolution 
of all Things. Yet the Orthodox Believers reject this 
Tenet as fabulous, Neither is there any Countenance 
iven to it in that Verſicle of the Alcoran, where WT 
it is ſaid, Thou Mahomet ſhalt ſee thy Lord return in the 
Clouds : Since that only intimates the glorious Deſcent 3 8 th 
which Moſes, Jeſus, and Mahomet ſhall make from he 
Paradiſc, 


ot; 


( 


1 a Spe at Pants, 1 5 
- Paradiſe, with Enoch, Elias, and the one hundred 


1 
Is | wenty four Thouſand Prophets, to aſſemble the Ele& 
t the Day of Judgment. 


If thou wouldeſt have my Opinion of theſe new Re- 


e- ligioniſts in Europe, and their Leader; I take him to be 
ce in Impoſtor, and his Followers to be either Fools or Mad- 


en. Even juſt ſuch another Crew as thoſe who fol- 
owed Mzo/eilelma, in the Days of our Holy Lawgiver. 
ET his was an Arabian Impoſtor, who pretended to ſet up 
or a Prophet, and attempted to compoſe a Book like 


8. 
er he Alcoran. But he was infatuated with a vain Arro- 
or ance, and there was no Truth or Elegance in his Wri- 
m Wings, no Juſtice on his Side, nor Underſtanding in him 


N I dr his Party. To be ſhort, both he and they were all 


of ut to Pieces in the Vale of Atreb, by the Troops of 
g Bacroadic, the firſt Caliph. | 
id RF As to theſe modern Seducers, they are not Men of 


rms, but a Herd of filly, inſignifieant People, aim- 
rg rather to heap up Riches in Obſcurity, than to ac- 
aire a Fame by an heroick Undertaking. They are 
ee.nerally Merchants or Mechanicks, and are obſerved 
o be very punctual in their Dealings, Men of few Words 
n a Bargain, modeſt and compoſed in their Deportment, 
Wcmperate in their Lives, and uſing great Frugality in all 
- ET hings. In a Word, they are ſingularly Induſtrious, ſpar- 

Ing no Labour or Pains to encreaſe their Wealth: and ſo 
ubtle and inventive, that they would, if poſſible, extract 


of old out of Aſhes. I know none that excel them in 
al heſe Characters, but the Jeaus and the Banians > 
he The former being the craftieſt of all Men, and the lat- 
us er ſo ſuperlatively cunning, that they will over-reach 
all he Devil. | | N 
on But theſe are no Signs of a pure Religion; for that 
11s nly preſcribes the Methods of withdrawing and 


parating the Soul from the Contagion of earthly 

hings, and of uniting it to the Deity, which is its 

PD ource, | 

!llluſtrious Kaimacham, I bid thee W that 

ou and I may at laſt meet in that Centre of all Things, 
| „ 55 Ss after 


—  —_— 
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- terpreter of the Laws of Equity; wherein I informed J 


| called the Iſle of Pheaſants, through the middle of 


his Bridge to enter the Iſland in that Part which! 


after our various Epieycles 1 Excurſions in this lower 
World. | | | 


Paris, RY 1 the ith "TIRE = - = 
* N 1 v 1 
of the Tear dt PS, 1 


_ 


. 1H e 


Le 


To the ſame. 


Sent a Diſpatch ſome Moons paſt to the Cadileſyur 
of Remili, Guardian of the Imperial Canons, In- 


him of the Advances that were made in order to 2 
Peace between France and Spain. Now I can aſſure 3 
thee, that Peace is concluded, and the Articles ſigned 1 
on both Sides by the two Plenipotentiaries. : 

I need not repeat what I particularly related to that 9 F 
Grandee. My Letters are all publiſhed in the Divan, 
and regiſtered. Vet it will not be unwelcome perhaps 
to thee to hear with what Niceneſs of Punctilio, theſe 
Infidel Miniſters met to accompliſh an Affair, whereon| 
depends the Intereſt and Honour of their reſp:Qive Ma- 
ſters the Hap . of the. two Kingdoms, and the ge. 1 J 
neral Byaſs of all the Welt. , 

There is a little Iſland formed by the River Bideſre if 3 


which a Line is drawn, which exaQtly ſeparates the 
Territories of both Monarchs This Place was ar 
on for the Interview of the two Miniſters. Each had 


belonged to his Maſter. And over the Line of sea 
tion was erected a large Divan or Council Room, to be Bl 
entered only by two private Doors, one out of Cardinal 'F 
Maxzarini*s Lodgings, . raiſed on the Frexch Side of the J H 


Council Room, the other out of Don Louis 4 4 8 Apan- "IF 
ment, built on the — Side. 


Each | ; 
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Each of theſe Miniſters was accompanied by ſeveral 
rinces and Grandees of the Court, and above ſixty 
her Perſons of Quality, with a Guard of four hun- 
ed Horſe and Foot to ſecure their Bridges, and the 
ace of Conference, In a Word, Things were ma- 
ged with ſo much Moderation and good Succeſs, that 
e Mareſcbal de Gramont was ſent Ambaſſador Ex- 
aordinery into Spain, and received at that Court with 
finite Civilities and Honour. | LE | 
he Subject of his Negotiation was to treat of a 
Watch between the King his Maſter, and the Infanta 
Hain. His Conduct and Addreſs were ſuch, as 
on procured the Catholic King's Conſent : And from 
at 'T'ime the Mareſchal approached the Infanta with 
Wore than ordinary Submiſſions, eſteeming her now as 
e Queen of France. Soon after this, the Nuptial 
Wontract, and the Peace were mutually ſigned, to the 
amenſe Joy of the Subjects of both Sides, who were 
ry glad to exchange the Toils and Calamities of War, 
r the Sweets and Profit of Peace. 5 
It will be needleſs to inſert here all the Articles on 


n, hich they agreed. Two will be worth the Knowledge 

pi the ſupreme Divan. And thoſe are the Releaſe of 

lc WF -r {es Duke of Lorrain, on the Spaniſh King's Side: 

on Ind on the Part of the King of France, the Reſtoration 

a. the Prince of Conde to the free Poſſeſſion and Enjoy- 

e- cnt of all his Eſtates, Honours, Dignities, and Pri- 
leges, as the firſt Prince of the Royal Blood, with 

6 4 „„ of the Provinces of Burgoigne and 

vw A414 | f | 

1c A little before theſe Articles were figned, the young 


ince of Spain dyed ſuddenly, not having ſeen twelve 
oons. I mentioned the Birth of this Royal Infant in 

e of my Letters, and the extraordinary Solemnities 
at were made thereupon by the King of Spain, and 
= Ambaſſadors at foreign Courts. Theſe Infidels ap- 
ar in all Things too paſſionately affected with the Glo- 

s of our Mortal State, which at the Height are but 
anſient Shadows, or ſomething leſs conſiderable. 


I am 


18 | Lueteunr oe yy 1. 
I am amazed at the bold Rebellion of the Ba//a of 4 
leppo, and that he ſhould endeavour to cheat the Empi 
with ſo ſtale an Impoſture, as a ſham Son of Amurai 
Yet it ſeems he made a conſiderable Progreſs under wil 
Pretence. Some were glad of Novelty, others we P, 
frightened out of their Allegiance : Whilſt only a fel 
ferved his Intereſt in pure Diſcontent and Hopes uh 
amend their Fortune. The Country People are gen 
rally oppreſſed by their Governors, and it is no Wondg 
if they take up Arms for one that promiſes to deliva 
them from their Calamities. This is the uſual Preteſ 
of all Innovations in the State. The Soldiers alſo ah 
defrauded of their due Pay; and then they are ready ll 
fight under the next General that brings moſt Moni 
with him. Neither are there wanting Maleconteni 
among the Grandees at ſuch Times to foment and ab 
an Inſurrection. | . | —_— 
All theſe Events proceed from the ill Conduct of ti 
Supreme Miniſters, who alone are reſponſible for ti 
Miſcarriages of the State. N 
IIluſtrious Kaimacham, the Frame of the Or tons 
Government is out of Order; I wiſh Fate does not pul 
It 2 Pieces, as a neceſſary Step to its Amendment 
Adieu, | | _ 


KC & 
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Paris, 2d of the laſt Moon, 
of the Tear 1659. 
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LETTER VI. 


70 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary | 
Pa of the Ottoman Empire, = 


1 
C 


Wiſh thee all imaginable Joy of thy new Dignin L 

1 yet queſtion whether thou or thy Predeceſſor be tia 
happier Man. It is a vaſt Honour indeed, and attend 

ed with immenſe Profit, to ſerve in this Station the moi 

high, moſt potent, and moſt invincible Monarch ol 


1 1 


þ 
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of Marth. But at the ſame time there is infinite Toil and 
pi atigue in it, with abundance of Perils. From all 
raf ich the fortunate Aualu is now delivered, and they 
re become thy Portion. N 

We As for him, I cannot but eſteem him happy, in that 
a fe e has got Permiſſion to retire to his Country Seat, out 
es f the Crowd and Noiſe of the City, and from the 
zent ifling Buſineſs of State, which choak the more inno- 
dna ent and natural Delights of the Soul. Now he is fully 
eli ſtored to the Elements, and to himſelf; whereas be- 
re, the perpetual Hurry of the Court made him in 
art a Stranger to both: For there a Man inſenſibly 
ly bes Acquaintance with his own moſt intimate Affecti- 
Ins. His Spirit is alienated amidſt the Multiplicity of 
os Concerns; it is ſtretched on the Rack of ten thouſand 
i _ and Inquietudes ; it is divided, ſhattered and rent 
1 ieces. | 

4 | Beſides, were he as free from theſe diſtracting Thoughts 
a Santone; yet the very Neceſſity of living always 
a City was enough to render him miſerable. For 
eſteem ſuch a Confinement no better than a Priſon at 
arge; and not far from being buried alive. 5 

It is true, Conftantineple has the Advantage of all the 
ities in the World, for the Delight fulneſs of its Si- 
aoation; the Houſes being ſo pleaſantly intermixed with 
air Gardens, and the Streets refreſhed with cold Bree- 
es from the Sea. It looks at a Diſtance like a Town 
In a Wood: Or one may term it a Foreſt compoſed of 
Minartets and Cypreſſes. The Terraſſes afford agreeable 
roſpects of the neighbouring Fields and Mountains; 
ad it is pleaſant to Rand on the Water ſide, and view 
Ihe innumerable Variety of Boats and Veſſels ſailing 
rom one Port to another, with all the other Divertiſe- 
ents on the Sea, and the beautiful Mixture of Palaces 
4 Groves, Chioſes and Gardens, Seraglios and Vil- 
ages, which grace the oppoſite Shore. O Queen of 
tr ities, Miſtreſs of Kingdoms, Glory of Nations, 
ta_o-mandreſs and Sanctuary of the Whole Earth! 
(FT hrice happy ſhould I count my ſelf, if I might 
0% Rave the Favour to reſide within thy venerable Wall, 

0 a and 


1 


+ 
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and exchange the polluted Society of Infidels, for tha 
of True Believers. i | | LITE. 


the Tops of the Minarets in the Imperial City! Howl 
oft do I wiſh my ſelf proſtrate on the Carpets of rl | 
facred Mofques, in the devout Aſſemblies of the Faith 
ful, adoring the Eternal in the Perfection of SanCtity 
Whereas, now I am forced to go into the Temples of 
dolaters, to knee! and bow down before Stocks and Sta 
tues, to join feemingly with Unbelievers, and pray to 

that which has no Life, nor Senſe, nor Power. = 
How do I envy the bleſſed State of the meaneſt Ar. 
tizan in Cezſlantinople, who daily feeds on the whole 
ſome Pillaw of the Zafl, and drinks the delectable 
Sherbe:s, or Waters tin&ured with the rich Fruits ol 


| Greece * Whereas 1 am compelled to eat Meats forbid! 
den by our holy Prophet, and to render my Soul exeen 
ble by an impure and profane Diet, or I muſt Rarve ſr 
For theſe Uncireumciſed are more abominable than R 
vens and Vultures, to whom the moſt filthy Carrion i 
a Dainty, And to cloak their Uncleanneſs, they cor 
rupt their own Goſpel, and forge a Toleration from th 
Meffias himſelf, As if that holy Prophet, who in ever) 
the leaſt Tittle obeyed the Law of Maſes, and ſet him 
ſelf as an Example for his Followers to imitate, coul. 
be guilty of contraditing thoſe divine Precepts, are 
| c 


running counter to his own Practice, in recommend 
ing Uncleanneſs and Libertiniſm, No: The admirablil 
Son of Mary was the moſt temperate and abſtemiou 
Man in the World, and both in his Words and Action 
preached up thoſe Virtues to others; having often ex 
preſly declared to his. Diſciples, That he came not t0 
aboliſh the Law, but to refine and perfect it. 
He was circumciſed on the eighth Day aſter his Na. 
tivity, according to the Injunction of Moſes, and thi 
conſtant Practice of the Sons of Iracl. In a ware ; 
through the whole Courſe of his Life, he never deviate 
| from the Traditions of his Fathers, the Seniors of th 
Houſe of Jacob. | 


£ 


Wl] Superltitions of the Phariſees, who evacuated the 
ee eſſential Points of the Law, by ſuperinducing a 

umber of ipfignificant Ceremonies: But he never 
ned his Mouth againſt any poſitive Precept; ſuch as 


owl re thoſe yhich limited the Choice they were to make 


| | a Sr Y at PARIS, 21. 
t is true, he frequently argued againſt the many tri- 


tee Meats, diſtinguiſhing the Impure from the Clean. 
th: the Chriſtians delude themſelves. with a falſe Belief, 
c be gave them a Piſpenſation to eat any Thing with- 
Caution or Reſerve. | | = 


12MM Hence it is, that they defile themſelves with Swine's 
toc ſh and creeping Things, and Blood is in all their 
mes. They ſcruple not to eat of that which died of 
\r lf, and banquet as freely with what was knocked 


4 aſt that was killed in pronouncing the Name of Gop. 
oi e Shambles here afford no other Proviſion: but ſuck 
his; and he that will not eat that which is an Abo 


4 isfortunes, and it makes me burn wich deſire to return 
Conflantinople . 3 | 


th if JI might have the Liberty to ſpend the reſt of my 
s in my native Country: So great an Admirer I 
m. of a rural Life and Solitude. And it is for this Rea- . 
ul, 1 count thy Predeceſſor a happy Man, in having 
ni Privilege of a ſweet Retirement; where he may 
a0, e Breath from the vain Importunity and Buſtle of 


1 
ln the mean time, there is a Species of Felicity in 


Employment: And thou can'ſt not be called miſera- 
. ſo long as thou acquitteſt thy ſelf fairly, and en- 
to yeſt the Favour of thy Sovereign. Y: | | 

I perceive by thy Letter, that thou art curious to 
a. Now the Characters of Foreign States, with the vari- 
ho Interefts of Nazarene Princes; the Intrigues of 
rd, Ee Weſtern Courts; their Overtures of Peace and 
ed ar; and the different Laws, Maxims, and Cuſtoms ' 
bell 


with 


which the People are governed. Thy Converſation 


2 or ſtrangled, as we would do with the Fleſh of a 


ation to a Maſſulman, muſt be contented with 
= rbs. This I reckon as one of the greateſt of my 


of Yet, after all, I ſhould think my ſelf far more hap - 


* 


22 Leer rn EP  _ : 
with Ambaſſadors at the Porte will furniſh thee wit 
Abundance of uſeful Remarks in this Kind: But, fine 
thou requireſt me to ſend my Obfervations, I will here. 
after obey thy Commands in ſucceſſive Letters, for thu 
is too large a Theme for one Diſpatch. ny 
At preſent, thou mayeſt receive and regiſter for true 
News, that the Peace between France and Spain hull 
been ſigned by both Kings, aud ſolemnly publiſh 
throughout their Territories, with inexpreſſible Joy ani 
Magnificence. It is certain alfo, that the King fi 
Sweden is dead, and the Duke of Orleans, Uncle u 
the French King: Which has in ſome Meaſure qualified 
the Mirth of the French on this Occaſion. Afluredl; 8 
human Affairs are equally chequered with Good and E 
vil. Bliſs comes not to us in pure unmixed Stream 
Death keeps an even Pace, and knocks. as boldly at th 
Gates of Kings, at at the Cottages of the meaneiii 
Slaves. | | * 4 
It is the Part of a wiſe Man to be always reſigned u 
Heaven, and prepared for the worſt Events: As for th 
beſt, they never come amiſs. oz 


Paris, 17th of the zd Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 
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LETTER VI. 
2 0 Dgnet Oglou. 


HALL I converſe with thee, as Horace uſed to 
do with his Friends, over a Glaſs of generous 
Wine ? Let us lay aſide Maſks for a while, and diſcourſt 
with open Souls. I believe thou haft as equal a Vene. 
ration for our holy Prophet as I; and haſt been educate 
in all the Tenderneſſes of Piety, the Niceties of Divine 
Love, as our Mollabs are pleaſed to call it. We hae 
been both of us careful to riſe before the Sun, and ſay 
our Oraiſons every Morning in a Demi- Trance, ba 

| is, 


| 4 SFr at PARIS. 23 
half aſleep, and half awake. This, no doubt, is a 
eſſary Point of Piety. And we have been no leſs 
licitous in obſerving the other Four Hours of Prayer. 
ver of us would have accounted it an irreligious Neg- 
". ence, if we had ſeen a Piece of Paper on the 
ound, and had not ſtooped to take it up with Reve- 
ce, wiping off the Dirt, and kiſſing the Tabula Raſa, 
which Men uſe to write the Name of God. As if 
ere not an equal Argument of Reſpect to ſecure from 
ofanation, Sticks, Stones, Rags, or any thing where- 
it were poſlible to engrave or print the All- Myſterious 
jaracters ; nay, on the very Sands themſelves, which, 
ſome ſay, were the Firſt Books on Earth. How- 
er, if they were not the Firſt, we are ſure that in 
early Ages Men uſed to ſtamp their Memoirs, or 
w them out in | wy ging Figures on the Sur- 
e of the Earth: Witneſs the old Ship-wrecked Phi- 
pher, who, being caſt aſhore in the unknown Land, 
Wn traced out the Manners of the People by certain 
rathematical Impreſſions which he found in the Sands: 
r he concluded theſe to be the very Foot-ſteps of Hu- 
Wanity and Virtue. But to return to the Buſineſs of 
eligion': We have been obedient to the Inſtructions of 

r Fathers and Tutors ; zealous in obſerving every 
anctilio of Traditional Piety. We have faſted, pray- 
, waſhed, and given Alms, at the appointed Seaſons, 
d in the Manner preſcribed by the Law. All theſe, 
own, are commendable Exerciſes : But, methinks, 
ey are not the ſolid and ſubſtantial Parts of True Reli- 
Won. I hate Hypocriſy, and the devout Wantonneſs - 
thoſe who think to mock God with Ceremonies and 
pty Forms. It were much better to mix with the 


et) and rant in Honour of eternal Wine, talk re- 
ted Blaſphemy, and reform the Model of the Uni- 
ſe ; I fay, I would chuſe to. do all this, and more, 
ther than cheat my ſelf with empty Hopes of ining | 
xradiſe, for acting to the Life the Shams of pious 
imickry. : EY 

| I would 


olatrous Rites of Bacchus, (if they deſerve that Epi- 
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. I would not have thee think, that what I have ng 
ſaid proceeds from any Contempt of the Eternal M. 
nel: ; | | es, | 
p By thoſe fair Heavens above, and all the Immortl 
Spangles of the Sky, I ſwear, there is not a Faculty i 
Mahmut's Soul, which is not filled with Gratitude aud 
Veneration, which does not burn with Flames of 82 
cred Love to the adorable Fountain of all Things. I 
a word, I only ſtrive to reſcue my Friend from the At 
tempts of pious Frauds, the religious Burleſques of ou 
Mollahs and Mufties. 5 | : 
Believe, my dear Dgnet, That there is a Gov, ii 
Firſt Cauſe, a juſt Judge e over the World: 
Believe alſo his Prophet, the holy, the beloved Ma. 
homet, the Minion, as I may ſay, of the Omnipotent. 
But, have ſome Faith alſo for the reſt of his Meſſengen 
and Favourites. Let not Hali be thought of without 
ſome inward Flurries of Devotion. He was a Mull 
man, and the fourth Caliph, though his Followers be 
damned Hereticks in our Divinity. Had Right taken 
Place, perhaps he had been the Firſt of the Vicars, bu 
his Cauſe. was ſuperſeded by his Abſence, Let him, 
and that reſt, till the final Inquiſition. And acknoy.M 
ledge that I have ſaid too little for a Schiaz, and not too 
much for a Sunni. VVV 
I know no Reaſon alfo, why we ſhould not reverence 
the Memories of Mercury, Orpheus, Cadmus, Meliffus, il 
Fanus, and the reſt of the ancient Sages and Lawgiver:, 
who inſtructed the Nations of the Earth in the Myſteries Wi 
of Religion, taught them to adore one Supreme Gop, to 
believe the Immortality of the Soul, and to practiſe i 
Good Works. 5 A 5 
What, though the Ceremonies of their Worſhip were 
different from ours, and perhaps polluted with an un- 
juſtifiable Adoration of Images? What though their Altars 
reeked with the Blood of ſlain Beaſts, and ſometimes 
ſmoaked even with Human Sacrifices? Theſe barba- 
rous Rites were not inſtituted by the Firſt Oracles of | 
Religion, illuminated Souls, Nuncios from G2 to this 
LowerWorld: But they were afterwards ſaper- induced 
| | through 
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rough the Corruption of Times, the Avarice of Prieſts, 
Wnd the Superſtition of the People. And, for ought 
e know, our own Hiſtorians have not been impartial 
relating the Truth. = 8 5 
There is an innate Envy between People of different 
amilies and Nations. Both we and our Fathers, that 
eſcend from Abrabam by Iſbmael, and the Jeaus, who 
e his Poſterity by Iſaac, have been too favourable to 
ee Offspring of that Beloved of God. We generally 
tertain and cheriſh a ſpecific Pride on the Score of 
r illuſtrious Pedigree: Eſpecially the Fewws, who 
in not allow any People on Earth to be their Equals, 
d ther in Point of Antiquity, the ' Nobility of their 
ace, or the innumerable Multitude of their Brethren: 
nt. WV hereas they confider not, that they are diſperſed up 
ene d down over the whole Earth, like Sheep without a 
e pherd, not permitted to poſſeſs a Cubit of Land, 
hich they can call their own: Condemned, hated, and 
de ade a Proverbial Scoff among all Nations: Infamous 
cen oabonds, Uſurers, Slaves and Pimps to other Mens 
eaſures: Men of no Fame or Character: Finally, in 
ir preſent Circumſtance, the moſt ſpurious and Igno- 
-e of all the Sons of Adam, except the Kafars of Erhi- 
too, who feed on the Guts and Dung of Beaſts. 
It is true indeed, their Anceſtors made a conſiderable 
nce Wo ure in the World in the Days of Solomon, and other 
iorious Kings, during their Poſſeflion of Paleſtine. 
ers, id yet, in thoſe very times, they were often humbled 
ries d led away into Captivity, by the more fortunate 
Yogs of Babylon, Perſia and 4ſpria, and afterwards 
tile dued by the Grecians; until at laſt they were totally 
ned, their Cities laid waſte, their Temple burnt to 
ere es, and their Country quite diſpeopled by the Ro- 


un- ns, | 

tar If we aſcend yet higher, to their celebrated Migrati- 
mes out of Egypt, of which their own Hiſtorians make 
ba- h a Noiſe, and tell ſo many fabulous Wonders, we 
of Il find a very mean and contemptible Character given | 
this them by Egyptian Writers, and thoſe other Nations; 


ced 


n of as great Authority as Jeſephus, or any other 
ugh | 
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Fewiſh Hiſtorian, Manethas,' a Prieſt of Egype, calls 
them a Crew of leprous and naſty People; and ſays, they 
were expelled the Country by Amenophis, then reigning, 
and driven into Syria ; their Captain being Moſes, an Z. 
Optian Prieſt.” A like Relation we have from Chr: 
mon, an Author of good Credit among the Greeks, who 
tells us, That in the Reign of Amenophis, two hundred 
and fifty thouſand Lepers were forcibly baniſhed out o 
Egypt, under the Conduct of Tiſitben and Peteſeth, (i 
e. Moſes and Aaron.) And though other Writers differ 
in the Name of the King then reigning in Egypt, ye. 
all agree in aſſerting the //-ae/ites to be a naſty Sort o 
People, over - run with Scabs and infectious Boils, and. 
that they were eſteemed the Scum and Filth of the Na 
tion. Tacitus, a Roman Writer of unqueſtionable Au 
thority, adds, That Moſes, one of the exiled Leper 75 
being a Man of Wit and reputation among them, when 
he ſaw the Grief and Confuſion of his Brethren, bi 

them be of good Chear, and neither truſt the Gods off 
Men of Egypt, but only confide in him and obey h 
Counſel : For that he was ſent from Heaven to be then 
Conductor out of this Calamity, and to protect thea 
from all their Enemies. Upon which, the People nf 
knowing what Courſe to take ſurrendered themſelvſ 
wholly to his Diſpoſal ; from which Time he becanif 
their Captain and Law-giver, leading them through ta 
Deſarts of Arabia, where they committed great RM 
pine and Spoil, putting Man, Woman, and Child nl 
the Sword, burning their Cities, and laying all thing 
deſolate. Dear Dgnet, What could be ſaid worſe of Wat 

Company of Robbers and Banditti ? v7 
Moſes is gone to Paradiſe, and when I mention 
Name, it is with a profound Reverence ; for he u. 
the greateſt of the antient Prophets. Yet give 
leave to have ſome Regard for my own Reaſon. 
was but a Mortal as well as I ; and, without doubt, wil 
not exempt from human Frailties. He had the Advay 
tage to be educated in the College of the Royal Price 
at Memphis, which none of his Nation could boaſt Wl 
beſides himſelf. Suffer me to tell thee my Thoup | 
| | | frank 
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frankly, and without Diſguiſe. Magick and Aftrology 
were the only Sciences then in Vogue: And he being 
perfectly verſed in all the Myſteries and Secrets of Egyp- 
tian Wiſdom, it was no hard Taſk for him to poſleſs 
the rude and ignorant Sons of Jacob, with a profound 
Attach and Veneration for his Perſon : And in that di- 
ſtreſſed Condition, to mould their flexible Spirits to what 
Diſcipline he pleaſed. | | | 5 

Suſpect me not for an Infidel or an Atheiſt, becauſe I 


fe diſcourſe with this Freedom. I have heard ſome of 
re our Mollahs ſay a great deal more in their private Con- 
o verſation. And it is a ſuperſtitious Timorouſneſs, not 
wa to be bold in the Exerciſe of our Reaſon, which taught 


even the Prophet Moſes himſelf the Methods of Con- 
—_ queſt, and getting a Fame which ſhould know no 


I am not ambitious, nor would I tempt thee to aſpire 
bi at an undue Grandeur: But let us not be leſs than our 


ſelves, that is, Men. There is no Reaſon we ſhould 
be impoſed upon by fabulous Reports of intereſted and 
deſigning Writers: Or that we ſhould give Faith to 
every credulous Fool. Doubtleſs there were many 


Nations eſtabliſhed on Earth before the 1ſ-aelites ; and 
great Prophets who were not of the Lineage of Abra- 
an am. The Date of the Olympiads is much more cer- 
a tain to a Day, nay to an Hour, than the Hejira of the 


Vaelites; fince the former is demonſtrated by the Ec- 
WW ipſcs of the Son and Moon, interwoven by the Gentile 
Hiſtorians in the Body of their Hiſtory ; whereas the 
Natter is defective in this material Point, and is expoſed 
eo a thouſand Diſputes among Writers. 
3A My Friend, let not thou and I trouble ourſelves with 
Wnccdleſs Controverſies, or be zealous for Things of no 
Moment ; but adoring One God, and believing what 
rational, we may poſſeſs our Souls in Tranquillity and 
, va Peace. J + ; 8 


dvan | | 5 

pri Paris, 1175 of the 5th Moon, 

aft e of the Tear 1660. 
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1. ET TER VI. 


70 the Kaimacham. i 


Conde is reſtored to the King's Favour: For 
which he is obliged to the King of Spain. I have al- 
ready intimated ee of my Letters, That this was 
agreed on in the Treaty of Peace between theſe two 
Crowns, as an Article equivalent to that of the Duke 
of Lorrain's Releaſe, ſollicited by the King of France. 
Nou it is put in Execution, and the Rebel Prince is re- 

_ ceived with abundance of Careſſes by the King, Queen- am 
Mother, Cardinal Mazarini, and the whole Court. . 
He is counted the valianteſt Man of this Age; and 
was ſo pronounced long ago by the Mareſchal Trenne, 
who is a Soldier of no mean Character both for his 
Judgment and Courage. He was once extremely he. 
loved by all the French. But his Wildneſs and Incon- iſ 
ſtancy, with the deſtructive Effects of the Civil Wars RP 
which he raiſed, changed their Affections for a while 
into Indifference, Coldneſs and Ill-will. But now all is 
well again. | 5 | i 
He and his Brother the Prince of Conti ſeldom agreed, 
being often the Heads of contrary Parties during the 
_ Minority of this King. And the Younger being crump- 
ſhouldered, Conde uled to be a little ſarcaſtick upon him, 
threatning to ſhave his uncourtly Back into the Faſhion e 
with his Sword. | a | 
It is certain the Prince of Conde was very wild and 
rofuſe when young, but now he begins to take ſoberer 
eaſures. During his Father's Life, he was called 
the Duke of Enguen. And to reflect on the Parſimony Wl of 
of the old Prince, he uſed to take ſeveral Handfuls of 
Gold with one Hand, and fill a Purſe, faying, This is 
my Father's Practice, Then he would turn the Purſe 
upſide down with the other Hand, and, me. © * 
: 0 
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Gold among his Favourites, would add, This is my 
Humour. | | 3 . 
Once as he was paſſing on Foot through a Town in 
Fance, under his Father's Government, the chief Ma- 
citrate of the Place, who was an. old Man, met him, 
and began to make an Oration with the beſt Rhetorick 
he could. But the Prince, being in a frolickſome Hu- 
mour, took Advantage of a very low Conge the old 
== Gentleman made him, and leaped over his Head, and. 
Ws ſtood ſtill behind him. The Magiſtrate not taking any 
Notice of this wild Prank, turned very gravely about, 
and addrefled himſelf with a new Obeiſance, but not ſo 
low as the former. However, the nimble Prince catched 
nim upon the Half-bent, and ſetting his Hands on the 
eld Monſieur's Shoulders, whipt over again the ſecond 
8&7 ime; which quite ſpoiled his intended Speech, to the. 
treat Diverſion of all the Spectators. 
In his Youth he was much addicted to Women, and 
ook a peculiar Delight in debauching Nuns : Which 
ccaſioned the Queen Mother to reflect on him ſomething 
atirically once, when he informed her'that the Suzie 
oldiers were guilty of great Diſorders, ſome of them 
eetting into the Nunneries, and violating the Chaſtity 
f thoſe conſecrated Females. For the Queen replied, 
f you told me they broke into the Wine-Cellars, I 
would believe you; for the Suiſſes are all known Drunk- . 
ids. But as for Amours with Nuns, none ſo likely to 
nake them as the Duke of Enguen. | EE, 
However, all that I have ſaid hinders not but that 
ee is now a prudent Man, a good General, and For- 
Wunate in recovering his Sovereign's Favour. 
In a word, this Court is ſo overjoyed at the Marriage 


a f the King with the Infanta of Spain, that they have 
4 do room left for peeviſh Reſentments. All Crimes are 
* orgiven; and the Devil himſelf would be welcome at 
of ee Wedding, provided he would be debonair, and good 
rompany, DE OR 

ue Nuptials are only celebrated by Proxy as yet: 
= zut here are vaſt preparations making for the compleat- 


g the Ceremony, 
; C 3 What 
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What the Iſſue of this Marriage and Peace will be, 
it is not eaſy to divine: But I doubt, the Chriſtians are 
hatching Evil againſt the Oztoman Porte, in regard all 
the Princes in Europe are coming to an Agreement, all 
IIluſtrious Kaimacham, let not this Intimation paſs Wl 
away as a Dream. Eor I tell thee again, theſe Infidels 
are plotting of Miſchief. ” pk 
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Paris, 1/ of the 7th Moon, 
/ theTear 1660. 


LETTER IX. 
To the ſame. 


Believe thou wilt now receive from me the earlieſ 
1 News of a mighty Change, a ſurprizing Revolution 
in the Engliſb Government. Know then, that he whon 
'T have ſo often mentioned under the Title of King o 
the Scots in many former Letters, the eldeſt Son and 
rightful Heir of the Briti/þ Kingdoms, Charles II. ii 
reſtored to the Throne of his Fathers, without Violence 
or Bloodſhed, by the unanimous Conſent, and earneiſ 
Deſire of his Subjects. 7 85 a 2 
This young Prince has been an Exile for twelve Year 
in Foreign Courts, and has heard of as many ſeveral 
Alterations in the State of his Dominions during hull 
- . Abſence ; every Change producing a new Form of G0 
vernment. The Rebels had run over all Ariſtotle's Po 
liticks, and the various Models of Plato and other Ph 
loſophers, who treated of Common wealths, to find ou 
ſuch Patterns as beſt ſuited with the neceffities and Ge 
nius of that Nation. There is not a Species of Ariſt 
cracy, Democracy, and Oligarchy which they did nd 
put in Practice to ſupport the Frame of that Govermen 
= whoſe Baſis they had removed; for it was founded on ff 
* Monarchy of a long and hereditary Deſcent. An 
: heretofore all their moſt artificial Contrivances _—_ 
ectu 


WA mo a . WR 


Py h, ty a ld, 4 wy a. 


py ==, >» = FA A SO 


hs wif, 0 


a Spy at PARIS. ai 
ectual. and they might as well have endeavoured to 
re nake Buttreſſes for a Caſtle in the Air. In a word, the 
eliſb found themſelves ſo disjointed and weakened by 
Civil Wars, Taxes, and the other uſual Effects of 
ſurpation and Tyranny, that they had no other Way 
Wc to ſave their Nation from utter Ruin, but by bring- 
WW ng their lawful King back again, who is the Angular 
Stone, whereon all their Welfare and Intereſt is built. 
There is one Thing remarkable in this Turn of Eng- 
% Affairs, That their Sovereign landed and made his 
triumphant Entry into that Iſland, on the Anniverſary 
Pay of his Birth. Which puts me in mind of what is 
enerally diſcourſed here at Paris; That on the Day of 
bis Nativity, there was ſeen a bright Star in the Heavens, 
when the Sun was juſt above the Meridian. From hence 
the Aſtrologers of thoſe Times predicted great Things 
concerning him. And thoſe of the preſent Age, who 
have ſeen his fortunate Return to his Kingdoms, preſage 
yet greater Events to come. ; | 
God only knows what Embryos are in the Womb 
of Futurity ; and we Maſſulmans have no Reaſon to 
rejoice at the Grandeur of any of theſe Infidel Princes. 
Yet ſuch a Sign as that of a Star appearing at Noon- 
Day juſt over the Place where a mighty Queen was in 
Labour with a Prince, has ſomething in it extraordi- 
nary, and full of promiſing Circumſtances. It was 
Appearance of this Nature which rendered the Birth of 
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aui the Na, ſo illuſtrious, though otherwiſe obſcure 
„enough; when the Eaſtern Magi directed by ſuch a 
„Scar, came and found Mary the Mother of Jeſus in a 
0 Stable, and the Infant Prophet lying in a Manger, in- 


ſtead of a Cradle. So we are told, that Eclipſes of 
the Sun portend the Misfortune or Death of great Per- 
wy ſonages ; and that all other Prodigies, whether in 
Heaven or Earth, have their proper Signification. 

But whether theſe Obſervations be true or no, it is 
certain, this late baniſned Prince is returned with abun- 
dance of Splendor and Advantage to his native Royal 

Poſſeſſions. And I thought it would be a grand Neg- 
lect in me, to let one, Poſt Day paſs, was gave 
— 8 4 thee 
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thee an Account of a Revolution ſo aſtoniſhing te all | 


Europe, and which is I!ke to give a new Turn to the 
Affairs of moſt Chriſtian Princes and States. 

. Befides, I know there is an Ambaſſador from Eng- 
lard, reſiding :at the Auguſt Porte, which determines 


the Quarrels of all the Nations on Earth. There are f 


alſo abundance, of Exgliſb Merchants in the Imperial 
City. They may have Feuds among one another. The 
Intereſt of ſome of them is joined with that of the Eng- 
liſh Rebels; . others are for their King. Therefore 
knowing of his Reſtoration, thou wilt be better able to 
adjuſt all Matters of this Nature, according to Reaſon, 


Equity, and the Honour. of. the majeſtick Porte. For I 


this King makes already a greater Figure than any of 


his Progenitors, and therefore his Friendſhip is not to be i 


contemned. - wy | 


The Care of theſe Things reſts on thee, who art the ; 


Vicar's Vicar of the Vicegerent of God. 


Paris, 34 of the 7th Moon, 
E the Tear 1660. | 


LE. 
To Mehemet, an exiled Eunuch at Caire in 


| 62 H that I were in one of the Pyramids near the 

# City where thou reſideſt, ſhut up in tremendous 
Darkneſs, in the moſt obſcure and horrible Vault of 
the Royal Pile ! That I might converſe with the Ghoſts 
of Egyptian Kings, hug Dæmons in my Arms, and 
run the Gerit with Hobgoblins, and all the Spirits of the 
Night round the Tomb of Cheops, or up and down the 
diſmal. Galleries, or in'the Neſt of Bats, Screech Owls, 
Harpies, and: the reſt of the winged Monſters, the ex- 
erementitious Spawn of human Souls, or at leaſt the Su- 
perfetation of pickled Carcaſſes, repoſited there for 
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he Eternal Mummies, ſome of them before Noah's Flood, 
and the reſt after, if the Story be true. God knows 
. WS whether it be or no: That is nothing to me: But I have 
© BS a firong Inclination to try what I can find in thoſe antique 
e Monuments, after all the Search of ſo many Travellers. 
al J have a ſpecific Sort of Melancholy upon me, which 
ne cannot be vented any other Way, than by r 
4 pany with the Dead, or having ten hundred thouſand. 
5 ugly rampant Spirits dancing their Infernal Meaſures 
on about me, and grinning like Baboons of Hell. Oh 


God ! how it would. ſet me a laughing ? An Entertain- 
ment of this Nature would eaſe my Spleen, and reſtore 
gne to a good Humour. 5 e 

Are there no Beings extant, but thoſe which are every 
Day expoſed to our Senſes? Or is Nature poorer than 
the Imagination of a Mortal, which can form the 
Ideas of an Infinity of Creatures that he never ſaw ? 1 
am cloyed with the Crambe of Objects and Joys which 
theſe narrow Elements afford, and therefore would 
fain grope out ſome new and untryed World, to find 
Refreſhment in. | | | got 

But oh! my Mabemet, when I look toward the 
Heavens, and behold the Moon and Stars ; when my 
Eye is loſt in the boundleſs Firmament, and my Soul 
can find no Limits to the Univerſe ; then I fink into 
myſelf full of Humility and Confufion, becauſe I have 
injuriouſly reproached the Omnipotent, and caſt Oblo- 
WF quies on his Works. For all Things appear admirably 
beautiful and perfect, and the leaſt Atome is large enough 
to afford Apartments for a thouſand Souls. Every 
Thing in Nature is pregnant and full of pleaſing Won 


Fits at certain Seaſons.” I am ſometimes the ſaddeſt 
and moſt 'melancholy Man in the World, I take all 
Things by the wrong Handle, look on them through. 
falſe Opticks, and yet perſuade myſelf I am in the 
right, and ſee them in their true Complexion. Such 
is the fatal Sophiſtry of this black and ſullen Paſſion ;- 
It takes away the Guſt and Reliſh of the ſweeteſt En- 

' Joyments, and if the * could poſſibly find 
| w 5 5 Ad- 


be bes ea «?ñ Frum Fn Rc. 4 


ders: Yet I cannot be free from theſe-Hypochondriac 
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Admittance among the Bleſſed above; ſurely it would 
render their Paradiſe a Hell, and would afford ſome 
Ground for the Fiction of the ancient Poets, who 
brought up the Uſe of Nepenthe among the Gods, to 
appeaſe their Choler, and put them in a good Humour. 
I know not what that Drink was: But I tell thee, Wl 
my Nepenthe is a Glaſs of good Languedoc Wine, 
which is as rich, and far more delicious than the Wine: 
of Tenedos and Mytilene. I once could boaſt of another 
Method to ſubdue my Melancholy, by giving Battel o 
my Thoughts in open Field; but now I am fain to 
have Recourſe to Stratagems and Ambuſcades, trepan-M 
ning the ugly, hideous Monſters out of their ſtrong Re- 
trenchments and Faſtneſſes in the Spleen, by generous 
Frolicks and Wine, Women and Muſick. I bury all 
Care in profound Sleep, the Effect of briſk and free 
Drinking: And then I awake as merry as a Lark; a8 
. young as if I had been in Medea Cauldron. a= 
What ſignifies it to pretend Sanctity in our Word 
and exterior Carriage, whilſt at the ſame time we are 
ready to burſt with Malice, Pride, Ambition, Ava- 
rice, and a thouſand more Vices ? Whereas Wine, ſeal 
ſonably drank, cures all theſe Diſtempers of the Soul, 
makes a Miſer liberal, a cruel Man tender, a ſpiteful 
Fellow kind; melts ſtiff and haughty Spirits into 2 
wonderful Softneſs and Compliance: In fine, it make 
a Lamb of a Lion, and changes a Vulture to a Dove 
purifying and transforming Souls into a Temple hol 


'$ vine. 14 ä 

Why then ſhould we be tyed to Laws of Morality, 

never, practiſed by thoſe who made them ? All thei 
- Philoſophers were boon Companions, and our. Holy 
Prophet himſelf privately drank the Juice of thei 
Grape. Our Emperors and Grandees do the ſame. 
The only Reaſon why they forbid it to their Subject, 
is, left they ſhould grow too wiſe, and ſtrive to ſhake 
off the Yoke: For Wine elevates the Spirits, emboldenl 
is Heart, and transforms a Slave to a Lord in his owl 
Conceit. For want of this Liquor, all Nations, where 
me Vine grows not, have found out one eng 00 
EL | | anotner, 
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uld nother, as efficacious to relieve Melancholy, and 
"me rive away Sorrow from the Heart. The Chineſe 
vho Wake Wine of Rice. In my Country they have an- 
to ther intoxicating Drink compounded with certain 
Dur, A Dots. The ſame is uſed in ſome Parts of Perſia. In 
ee, heſe Weſtern Provinces, they brew divers Sorts of 
strong Liquors of Wheat, Barley, Honey, Moloſſas, 
nd other Ingredients, And they make Wine of Ap- 
les, Pears, Cherries, Currants, and moſt Fruits that 
row. I tell thee, my Friend, there is no living, un- 
To's we ſometimes give Nature a new Ferment to rouze 
ger from her Lees. TO 

= Yet let us practiſe a due Mediocrity, remembring 
ous What God gave us theſe Things for our Health and Re- 
reſhment, and not for our Bane. In a Word, Mehe- 
ree /, let us be Merry and Wile. 


E 4 — 
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Faris, 6% of the 8th Moon, 


d; 4 of the Year 1660. 

ire | 
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l LETTER X 


Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


e 
, Have taken ſome Pains, turned over a great many 
7 1 Memoirs of old Courtiers, and converſed with not a 
te now living, who can remember the Days of Henry 


IV. that ſo I may comply with thy Order, and oblige - 
thee with ſome Remarks on the Life of that Prince, 
who though he had but a little Body, yet like another 
Alexander, had ſo vaſt a Soul, and performed ſuch il- 
luſtrious Actions, as deſervedly faſtened on him the Ti. 
tle of Great, and made him be eſteemed the Al biter of 
all Eur ope, Toy Es } | 

It is obſerved of him, that he was always unfortu- 
nate in his Wives ; yet they relate a pretty Paſlage of 

: 8 his 
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his firſt Wife, Margaret of Valois, which ſeems: to con 
tradict that Remark. —- os | 
He was then a Proteſtant, and only King of N 
warre, when the famous Maſlacre of Paris was com-. 
mitted, with Deſign to murder him among the reſt of: 
his Religion. But being aware of this, when he hear 
the Aſſaſſins making toward his Chamber, where he 
ſat with the Queen, he hid himſelf under her Gar- 
ments as ſhe ſat in her Chair. The Villains ruſhing 
in, aſked for the King. She with a great Aſſurance offi 
Spirit, told them, He went out from her in a Paſſion. 
They, ſeeming ſatisfyed, went away without doing any 
farther Hurt, Which occaſioned a common Jeſt, i 
That Queen Margaret's Smock ſaved King Henry 
— RE Eb. | 4 
This Woman was called the Minerva and Venuf of 
France, on the Score of her Learning and Amours, ne. 
ver denying any Thing to her Lovers, and being ſel- 
dom without Men of Science in her Company, In 2 
Word, King Henry looked on himſelf as a noted Cuc- 
kold, and ſo gave her a Bill of Divorce. Her own 
Mother Katherine de Medicis was called the Fourth 
Fury of Hell. | | | 
It is recorded of this Lady, that ſhe practiſed much 
with Wizards and Magicians, who in an Enchanted 
Glaſs ſhewed her who ſhould reign in France for the 
Time to come. Firſt appeared this Henry IV. then 
Leawis XIII. next Lewis XIV. and after him a Pack 
of Jeſuits, who ſhould aboliſh the Monarchy, and go- 
vern the Nations themſelves. 'This Glaſs is to be ſeen 
in the King's Palace to this Day. =_ 
As for Henry IV's Second Wife, it is ſaid, he never 
enjoyed a peaceable Hour with her, but when ſhe was 
aſleep. They often fought together, and ſhe ſpared not 
ſometimes to beat and ſcratch him even in his Bed, ſo 
that he has been forced to quit the Field, and take San- 
ctuary in another Chamber. This Prince was taxed with 
Ingratitude towards his moſt faithful Servants, and 
Want of Liberality to-all. It was a common Saying 
of his Predeceſſor Henry III. That he ſhared his King 
5 | | om 
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om with his Loyal Servants and Friends. But Henry 

V. loved not to part with any Thing which he could 

andſomely keep. a 

Yet he was very obliging to his Miſtreſſes, and his 

aſſion for them carried him into many Irregularities. 
e was ſo deeply enamoured of one, that to enjoy her 

> ſigned a Promiſe of Marriage to her with his own 

lood ; which one of his Favourites ſeeing tore the 
aper in Pieces. The King being incenſed at that, 

ore by the Belly of St. Gris, an ordinary Oath with 
m, that this Perſon was mad. Yes, replyed he, but I 

iſh I were the only mad Man in the Kingdom. There- 

reflecting on the King's Extravagancy. Another 

ime he gave Fifty thouſand Crowns for one Night's 

pjoyment of a Lady. 


of EI have many Years ago ſpoke of the Death of this 
e. Vince in my Letters to the Miniſters of the Porte. 
|. Wow I will acquaint thee with one Circumſtance, to 
rich I was then a Stranger. | 


It happened, that the Vice Roy of Nawarre was walk. 
g with ſeveral Nobles in the Meadows of Bearn, a 
own under his Juriſdiction, waſhed by the River Pau. 
Then on a ſudden all the Cows, (of which there was 
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h WWoreat Number in thoſe Fields) ran violently into the 
d ver, and were there drowned. The Vice Roy being 
1 oniſhed at this, as at a Prodigy, writ down the Day 
nd Hour when it happened, which proved exactly the 
k ſame Time to a Minute, when Henry IV. was 


bbed in his Coach by Rawaillac ; as the Vice-Roy 
s ſoon certified by Diſpatches which he received from 
> Court, containing Intelligence of that Tragedy, 
All this may be pure Chance, for ought I know, 
t there are Abundance of Symptoms of ſomethin 

e. As for Man, he is wholly a Stranger to himſel/ 


Nt 

o the ſecret Operations of his own Soul are hid from 
-n. How then can he know the Natures of other Things, 
h RA be familiarly acquainted with the occult Diſpoſitions 
d RE Beaſts ? The leaſt Worm or Inſect baffles our ſeve- 
g Scrutiny, and we are loſt in the Speculation of their 


nbryoes. The moſt filent and inanimate Beings pro- 
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claim aloud the Folly of our boaſted Science: Even 


Martyrs. It is certain, he underwent as horrible i 
Death as the Wit of Man could invent, to puniſh H 


amined him, were either afraid, or aſhamed to divulzli 


4 i HIS City is now as full of Noiſe and Lights, E 


Mortals, the Ringing of Bells, Beat of Drums, Sound! 
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Atom in Nature ridicules our beſt Philoſophy. Wh 

then wi'l pretend to unriddle the more uncommon My. N 
ſeries of Providence, or trace the Fcotſteps of Etetni 
Deſtiny ? Hiſtorians ſpeak variouſly of this Parricide | 
Some ſay, the Villain was approved of at the Court ol 
Rome, and that he was there ranked in the Number oil | 


matchleſs Treaſon. And it ſeems, the Judges, that ei 
what they heard from his Mouth: Obliging themſelvaln 
by an Oath to eternal Secrecy. Rawaillac himſd 
owned that he had twice before attempted to kill nn 
King, but was thruſt back by one of his Nobles, wi_hli 
ſuſpected ſome ill Deſigns in his Looks. 4 


- 
1 


Sage Hamet, may God preſerve our glorious Sul 


\ 


' 


from the Rage of Mutineers, from a Jeauiſb Phy licialf ; er 


and from the common Diſaſters of Human Life. A 
the Care of his Attendants will prevent the ſudd: 
Strokes of a deſperate Aſſaſſin. Fe | 


Paris, 25th of the 8th Man, | 
| of the Year 1660. _ p 
— | _ | J 
LETTER: A. 8 


0 Muſtapha, Berber Aga i. 


ſome Cities of Aſia are at an Eclipſe of t 
Moon, or as Conſlantinople is during the Faſt of Nau d 0 
Zan. It is near Midnight, and yet here is ſuch a Ma 
ly of Noiſes, cc mpounded of the loud Acclamations 


Trumpets, and other Muſical Inftraments, with t 
Thunder of Sky-Rockets, Guns and other Fire- Wo 
that a Body would think one's Self in a Battle or * 
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he Occaſion of all this is the publick Entry of the 
- married King and Queen, it being the Firſt Time 
y have ſeen Paris ſince the Nuptials. Neither my 


4. ngue nor Pen are able to expreſs to the Life the ini- 
able Pomp and Magnificence that have appeared to 
in the Royal Train, and in the Preparations 
ich the City made to receive them. The Luſtre of 
er, Gold, and Precious Stones, dazzled one's Eyes 
m all Parts; and I could have wiſhed for a Maul- 
Army, to have been at the Plunder of ſuch im- 
nſe Riches. Vet there were Forty thouſand of the 
izens, and King's Guards in Arms, to augment the 
ory of the Day. | 5 
The Monarch with his Royal Spouſe appeared ſeated 
| a Majeſtick Throne, all glittering with Gold and 
amonds. It was raiſed on High, and there were ſe- 
al Steps or Degrees to aſcend up to it. On theſe - 
e placed the Princes of the Blood, the Dukes and 
ers of the Realm, with other Grandres and Nobles ; 
alſo Princeſſes, Dutcheſſes, and Ladies of the firſt 
ality. 6 . 
It — at the Foot of his Throne, there were made 
zumerable Speeches, and Congratulatory Addreſſes 
the Prieſts and Monks of all Orders, by the Stu- 
Its in the Academy, and by the ſeveral Companies 
Tradeſmen. But, that which was moſt ſurprizing, 
ertain ſtrange Maid uttered ſeveral Orations in Latin, 
eek, French, and Spaniſh, wherein ſhe magnified the 
ng's heroick Undertakings, his wonderful Succeſſes, 
eat Wiſdom and Courage, with other Virtues, which 
made the Subject of her Panegyrick. She alſo no 
s extolled the Queen's matchleſs Beauty, the Great- 
ſs of her Birth, the Royal Endowments of her Mind; 
d concluded with reflecting on the Joy of all Europe, 
this illuſtrious Match, and Alliance of two of the 
pſt potent Crowns in Chriſtendom. © | 
She delivered herſelf with ſuch an incomparable 
race and Modeſty, as drew the Eyes and Ears of all 
at were preſent. And it is faid, the King was ex- 
| - tremely 
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tremely pleaſed with her; much more the Queen, v. 
had never before encountred ſo learned a Female. „ 

The French Ladies have for many Years apple 
themſelves to the Study of Languages and Philoſoph 
But it is not ſo in Spain, where the Men. are too rig in 
rous to the Fair to allow them that Liberty. They are 
moroſe to Women as the Moors, from whom a great Pull 

of that Nation are ſaid to deſcend. Every Country i 

Europe has ſuffered mighty Changes, by the Incurſia 
and Conqueſts of the Hoors, Goths, Hunt, and Vanda 

So that it is difficult to trace the Original of any Peojlf 8 
in ſuch a Hotch-Potch of Foreign Blood: Neither hay 
they any Care of their Genealogies, as we Arabia 
have in the Zaft. ER, r 

IIluſtrious Aga, though it fignifies nothing to ſpring oi 
noble Stock, ualeſs we inherit the Virtues of our Anc 
tors, as well as their ſplendid Titles and Eſtates : Yu 

It is both profitable and pleaſant to have by us a Reg 
ſter of our Families, that, reading their Characters al 
heroick Actions, we may imitate their Examples, ai 
add to the Glory of the Tribe from which we deſc , 1 
Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon, | 

of the Year 1660. | 


— 


LETTER XIII. 
70 Dgnet Oglou. 


Know not whether I ſhall finiſh the Letter I begin 
or, if I do, whether it will be above Ground, ( 
in the Bowels of the Earth. However, I cannot fa 
bear writing to thee, my dear Friend, though both UM 
Paper and I, with the Houſe wherein I hes and 3 
this beautiful City, may, for ought I know, be trail 0¹ 
rted to another Region before Morning. Nay, it 
poſſible this very Hour may people Eꝶyſum with a ne 
Colony from France, and Paris may deſcend with 


U 
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magnificent Palaces to the Shades below, changing 
Banks of the River Seyne, for thoſe of Acheron or 
. and the refreſhing Airs of Champagne, for the 
Veal ing Sulphurs of Hell. In a word, we have felt 
Menaces of a terrible Earthquake this Evening, but 
ret we have ſuffered no Damage. | 
hen I lived in Afa, an Earthquake was almoſt as 
mon as the Yearly Revolutions of a Summer and 
ter: And we took as little Notice of it, as we did 
Lightning, Hail, or Rain. Befides, one Mu/a/- 
encouraged another, and the general Faith of true 
Nevers confirmed us all, That we ought to be reſigned 
WG od, and to the Appointments of Eternal Deſtiny, 
ther it were for Pleaſure: or Pain, Good or Evil, 
or Death. But now I have been ſo long diſuſed to 
e Convulſions of the Globe, (for I have not felt 
above theſe two and twenty Years) and am allo ſe- 
ted from the Society of the Faithful; that I am 
me like the reſt of the World, and even like theſe 
dels, timorous, aſtoniſhed, void of Reaſon, and of 
e or no Faith. 5 EE fs 2 5 
y Mind at firſt ſtaggered as much as my Body, 
n I was walking croſs my Chamber, and felt the 
or rock under me with that ſingular Kind of Mo- 
„ which no human Art or Force can imitate. I 
concluded it was an Earthquake, but knew not 
to bear that Thought with Indifference. Death is 
iliar to me in any other Figure, but that of being 
WW urprizingly buried alive. It appeared horrible to 
on a ſudden into an unknown Grave, I knew not 
ther: Perhaps I might fall into ſome dark Lake 
ater ; or it may be, I might be drenched in a Ri- 
of Fire, or be daſhed on a Rock: For who can 
the Diſpoſition of the Caverns below, or what Sort 
Apartments he ſhall find under the - Surface of the 
th? We walk on the Battlements. of a marvellous 
cure, a Globe full of tremendous Secrets. And 
ther Nature or Deſtiny, Providence or Chance, oc- 
on the Ruptures that we find are made in divers 
s of the Earth, it matters not much, ſo long as 
| : we 
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we are in Danger of tumbling in. Such a terri 
Fall would put the beſt Philoſopher in the World out 
Humour, and ſpoil all his Reaſoning. I am ſur 
would vex me thus in a Trice to be plundered of i 
Thoughts. Which makes me either wonder at 
Vanity of Empedocles, if he threw himſelf into ii 
flaming Chaſm of Mount tna, only for the Sake 
being efteemed a God (as the common Report is ;) 
gives me Reaſon to conclude, he had ſome ol 
End in his ventrous Leap: Since it is not probat 
that empty Fame could be eſteemed by that grill 
Sage, as his final Happineſs. A much eaſier W 
had Ariſtotle, who, diſguſted at his Ignorance 
the Flux and Reflux of the Sea, threw himſelf 
to put an End to his Diſquiſitions, if the Story 
true. But I can hardly believe the Stagyrite » 
ſuch a Fool. I gueſs of other Men, according to 
Experience I have of myſelf. I am as little ſolicii 
about Death as any Man; yet I ſhould be unwillingf 
hurl myſelf out of the World headlong, withoul 
Firm or a Tefta, I love new Experiments, but 
not very fond of ſuch as take from us irrecoverid 
the Means of trying any more, N 
We had News here of an Earthquake which 
overthrown Part of the FPyrænean Mountains, wlll 
Days before this happened at Paris; but few regari 
it. Calamities at a Diſtance frighten no Body: 
thoſe which we feel put us all in Tears. For my! * 
it has this Effect on me, that I am improved in 
Careleſſneſs, and become fearful of nothing. And 
think, there is Reaſon on my Side, ſince all my C 
Apprehenſion, and Forecaſt, can never defend me ff 
the Underminings of the Omnipotent. | 


Paris, 15th of the 11th Moon, - 
F the Tear 1660, 
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LETTER XV. 


| | Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secreta- 
f ry of the Ottoman Empire. 


ET not the Diſtance of Time between my Let- 

ters prompt thee to conclude, I forget my Duty; 
gat I am careleſs to oblige ſo illuſtrious a Friend. I 
> many Obligations to diſcharge ; and therefore en- 
our to huſband my Hours to the beſt Advantage, 
ſo to divide my Diſpatches. That the Grand Seig- 
may be ſerved, the Divan informed of all material 
ergencies, and the Expectations of each Miniſter 
hed. | 


D 


Ws to the Reign of Lewis XIII. it was ſhared ſucceſ- 
„between the Mareſchal 4 Ancre, the Duke of 
„.., and Cardinal Rich/iev. The firſt was the 
een Mother's Favourite; the Second was the King's; 
or the Third, he was abſolute Maſter both of King, 
nagen, and Kingdom. 
During the King's Minority indeed, Queen Mary de 
ici, the Relict of Henry IV. took the Regency in- 
oer own Hands, and managed Things in an arbitra- 
Manner. But the Princes of the Blood, with other 
ndees, not able to brook the Government of a 
dman, conſpired againſt her. Among theſe were the 
nce of Conde, Father to the preſent Prince, and the 
ke of Bowillon. The former was a bold Man, and 
Wt do any Thing that was brave: The latter was a 
ning Stateſman. 
hey caballed not ſo privately, but the Queen Mother 
Ws acquainted with their Meetings, and the Duke of 
willon was the firſt who knew his Party was betrayed, 
is Intelligence was brought him from aſſured Hands, 
ilſt he was ficting with the Prince of Conde, and other 
bles at the Place of their private Rendezvous. Where- 
n he acquainted them with it, exhorting all to ab- 


ot, But they retorting, That the Queen would 
| | | not 


— 


dad immediately, leſt they ſhould be ſeized on the 
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not venture on an Action of ſuch dubious Conſequen 
he ſtarted up and took his Leave of them with th 
Words, My Lords, you may follow your own Cou 
« ſel. I will immediately to Horſe, and eſcape to Se 
in my Stockings: Where if they make me we 
« out a Pair as an Exile; by Heavens, I will mal 
« them wear out a thouſand Pair of Boots.“ : 
His Words came to paſs, and the Effect was a din 
nutive Civil War; when the Queen was forced | 
raiſe an Army to reduce this Prince to Obediengli 
the Reſt of his Party being impriſoned, as ſoon as (ll 
heard of his Flight. | | | 
Whilſt theſe Diſturbances laſted, the Moors were e 
pelled out of Spain to the Number of ſix hundred tho 
ſand. Part of thoſe who lived toward the Maritin 
Coaſts went by Sea into Africk, The Reſt, whoſe N 
ſidence was farther within Land, fought a Paſly 
over the Pyrenæan Mountains, and ſo through the 80 
thern Provinces of France; offering a Ducat a Head 
the Vice-Roy of Navarre, for their ſafe Conduct. 
out of Curioſity coming to ſee theſe Travellers, a 
beholding them ragged and almoſt naked, with Viſag 
like Ghoſts, took Pity. on them, and gave them Libe 
of Paſſage gratis; ſaying, « God forbid,. I ſhould ali 
« tort ſo much Money from theſe miſerable Wretche 
« who are abandoned to the wide World.” 
But it ſeems his Compaſſion was needleſs. For thi 
Mufſulmen were too cunning. for him, having tha 
fqualid, torn Garments. quilted all over with Gd 
and precious Stones: Which occaſioned all. People 
ridicule the Vice-Roy's Eaſineſs, and to call him ti 
Friend of the Gibeonites. | 
I ſhould appear too partial in reflecting ſatirically 6 
this Prince, whoſe Generoſity deſerves Praiſe : Yet 
cannot but ſmile at the Craft of the Moors, where! 
they not only eſcaped paying the accuſtomed Tribute 
Paſſengers, but alſo blinded theſe Infidels, and tod 
from them the Suſpicion of greater Riches ; which if tha 
had once known, perhaps not a Moor ſhould have c 
ried a. Piece of Money along with him into Africk. 4 
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his Paſſage ſeemed worthy of thy Knowledge, 
> it in Part reſembles the famous Departure of the 
lites out of Egypt, though it comes ſhort of the Rob- 
and Plunder which they committed on the Inha- 
ts the Day before they began their Journey. How- 
„this Story may afford thee ſome Divertiſement. 
Ws to the Marſhal J Ancre, the Queen's Favourite, 
is Life and Death he was compared to Sz7arus, be- 
Sc ualifed with the like Virtues and Vices, and have- 
MS much the ſame Fortune; his Body, after having 
g dragged about the Streets by the Rabble, was at 
orn to Pieces. 55 f 
thou wouldeſt know how the Duke of Luines ob- 
d the King's Favour, it was by Ingratitude. For, 
he and his Brother were firſt brought to Court, 
were both ſo poor, that they had but one Cloak 
een them; and for that Reaſon could not go abroad 
her. Yet being recommended to the King by a 
in Nobleman Br excellent Falconers, they were 
red into Favour. But they abuſed the Kindneſs 
Weir Patron; and, inſinuating malicious Things into 
King's Ear againſt the Nobleman and his Family, 
xd him to be baniſhed from the Court. After which 
managed all Things. 1 | 
hen ſucceeded Cardinal Richlieu in the chief Mini- 
== of whom I have ſaid a great deal in my former 
ers to the Grandees of the Porte; and thou wilt 
them in the Regiſter. I will now add, what I ne- 
mentioned before, that he was very ambitious to 
bought a good Judge of Verſe. He gave to one 
for a witty Conceit in his Coat of Arms two. 
ſand Sequins, though it was but a Verſe of ſeven 
ds. Another he promoted to an Eccleſiaſtical Dig- 
worth a Thouſand a Year for comparing him to the 
um Mobile. But he cauſed a third to be kick'd. 
of Doors for his Obſtinacy in denying to alter a 
d of his Poem which the Cardinal diſliked. 


This 
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This Miniſter was very revengeful, and amoy 
other Effects of his Temper none was more taken] 
tice of, or reflected on, than the Death of Monfy 
de Thou, whom the Cardinal cut off for no other M 
ſon, but becauſe his Father, in a General Hiſtory ] 
he wrote, had repreſented one of Richlieu's Anceſi 
under a very ignominious and abominable Figure. Tl 
a 8 _ — renowned Thuanus, of whom I wi 
; e thou haſt h 4 ks P 
T Ao to King Lewis XIII. himſelf, he was eRtcems | 

t Diſſembler; accuſtomed to careſs thoſe with nM 
than ordinary Endearments, whom he deſigned ſudd 
to ruin: Whence it grew to a Proverb in his Tim 

the French Court, when they ſaw any Nobleman ſmi 
on, to ſay, His Buſineſs is done. It cannot be den 
that this Prince had a great Spirit, and ſome Wiſdu 
yet he was obſerved to take Delight in many petty 4 
ons unbecoming Royal Majeſty. He would ſpend i 
of his Time in Painting, and ſend for the moſt fan 
Maſters in that Art to view his Works. An equal 
clination he ſhewed to Muſick : And ſometimes he 
ambitious to be thought a good Cook. Once he! 
a great Paſty with his own Hands, filling it with Veni 
only fit for the Mouths of Infidels, viz. The Fleh 
Dogs, Wolves, and Foxes, with other abominable 4 
mals, of which it is not lawful for a True Believe 
taſte. This he cauſed to be ſerved up to a Table: 
Feaſt which he made to ſome of his Courtiers, whi 
honour the King's Handy-work eat greedily of 
 Horrid Diſh, and highly praifed his Skill; whill 
diverted himſelf with laughing at them. He had f 
other ſuch Freaks as theſe, which rendered him d 
temptible and ridiculous to the Grandees of his Ki 
dom. In a word, he was more reverenced Ab 
than at Home. And this was owing to the Condud 
Cardinal Richlieu, who was juſtly eſteemed the ni 
Genius of France. 7 1 

Illuſtrious Miniſter, all that T have ſaid of this Mi 

narch ſpeaks him but a Man: And no Body is wik 


« Syr at Pans. 4y 
Times. But the Follies of Princes are more con- 


caous, than thoſe of meaner Perſons. _ | 


is, 15th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year, 1660. 


LETTER XY: 
To Mahummed in the Deſart. 


AY the Angel of Peace pitch his Pavilion at 
T4 the Entrance of that bleſſed Cave where thou 
ideſt. May thy Soul feel calm and undiſturbed 
s. and for ever repoſe in Divine Tranquillity ; whilſt 
We reſt of the World are moleſted with perpetual Cares 
d Fears, Broils and Enmities ; Paſſions within, and 
Pries without: Ina Word, whilſt they are always in 
Wnger of one another, of themſelves and of the Ele- 
Wents which compound their Nature,  _ 
O Man, highly beloved of God, Favourite of the 
Igels, Care of Heaven, and the ſingular Darling of 
ovidence ! The Palm of an Almighty Hand is ex- 
ded under thee when thou fitteſt down, or walkeſt, al- 
ys ready to ſnatch thee up from the Calamities, which 
eaten this lower World, and lift thee to Paradiſe, 
ere the Aſſembly of the Juſt wait for thy Preſence. 
There has been an Earthquake lately in theſe Parts, 
ich has put all Frunce into a great Conſternation, 
oniſhed every Body, and increaſed the Thoughtfulneſs 
the Wiſe. The firſt Effects of it were felt by the 
zhabitants of the Pyrenees, which are certain Moun- 
ins dividing France and Spain. There it did great 
iſchief ; overwhelming ſome Medicinal Baths, many 
ouſes, and deſtroying hundreds of People. Only one 
oſque or Church, which ſunk into the Caverns be- 
w, was thrown up again, and ſtands very firm, but 
another Place. This is looked upon as a great Mira- 
e, eſpecially by the French, who, for ought I know, 
ay cenſure partially, favouring their own Intereſt ; in 
| regard 
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regard this Church has been diſputed between them a, 
the Spaniards, each Nation claiming Right to it, 
ſtanding before exactly on the Frontier Line. But no 
their Quarrel is unconteſtably decided, for it is rem 
by this Convulſion of the Globe, near half a Lea 
from its former Situation, which is ſo far within 
acknowledged Limits of Trace. This the Fr 
Prieſts magnify as an apparent Proof of the I] uſtice if 
their Pretenſions, and the People ſeem very willing ll 
TE ͤ 8855 „„ : 
As for me, I have another Opinion of Earthquake 
and am perſuaded, that they are as natural as 
Winds, which no Man knows how to draw into al 
Party or Faction, unleſs we believe the Stories of ti 
Lapland Witches. I am perſuaded , that this Globe iii 
much more ancient than the Generality of Mank 
imagine it to be; that it has undergone various Changi 
by the Predominance of Fire and Water: And that WW 
is now haſtening towards another Revolution. I bl 
| lieve the central Fire has eaten its Way almoſt to ti 
Surface, and kindled all the Mines of Sulphur, a 
other inflammable Matter, which it meets with in its ci 
cular Aſcent. Theſe, corroding and daily conſumin 
their own Vaults, approaching alſo ſometimes too ne: 
the vaſt Receptacles of ſubterranean Waters which |i 
nearer the Surface, overheat thoſe Lakes; which bein 
thus rarified into Vapours, and pent up in the Hollow 
of the Globe, ſtrive to break forth with immenſe \V/ 
olence, which cauſes that Heaving and Rocking of th 
Superficies that ſo terrifies Mortals. But then the Cauy 
is very deep and far from us. For where the Surface iſ 
ſhallow, in ſuch Paſſions of the Globe, the Earth com 
monly breaks and tumbles in, with whatſoever is upalii 
it. Nay whole Cities ſometimes have been thus ſwal 
lowed up. And the Danger is eaſily fore-known by! 
ſhort Snatching and Trepidation of the Ground, Houſe 
Trees, Men and every Thing within its Reach; fi 
then the Convulſion is generally fatal. But where tif 
Motion is heavy, grave and regular, it is a Sign thi 
both the Source and the Danger of it are far off. Ani 
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his is ſo much the more evident, by how much farther 
he Earthquake is felt above Ground. For the nearer 
ny ſuch Paſſion happens to the Centre, it muſt be 
ranted, that its Force is extended the wider on the 
ircumference. This depends on a Mathematical De- 
nonſiration, and there needs no more be ſaid to thee 
yho art conſummate in the Sciences. 


hat I eſteem a due Reflection on this, is, That 
hough there be no Peril in theſe remote Earthquakes, yer 

e know not how ſoon they will come nearer: to us, 
either can we be aſſured, where or when they happen, 

r how far they will reach. It follows therefore by a 

atural Conſequence, That fince theſe Things are una- 

oidable, and all the Wit of Man cannot invent a Means 

d eſcape ſinking into the Bowels- of the Earth where it 

eaks in, we ought to be careleſs and indifferent whar 

heath we die, and only bg ſollicitous to live like Men, 

at is, according to Reaſon. For whether our Souls 

vive or no, it will be comfortable to expire in Peace, 
ad full of our own Innocence. _. | 


vom ave 


Paris, «th of the12th Moon, . 


of the Tear 1660. 
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The End of the Firſt Book, © 
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1. 2 » FT” E R hs : * 8 end 
To the venerable Mufti. 


ERE is now like to be a great Change zt Nadi 
this Court. Cardinal Maxarini is dead, 
He died at the Caſtle of the Wood of Vinci- 

> ennes, on the gth of this Moon, having 
been fick a long Time. There happened a great Miſh A 

Fire at the Louvre (ſo they call the King's Palace 

in this City) about five Weeks ago, which obliged wn 

the Cardinal, who lodged there at that Time, to remove Nas n 

to his own Houſe, From whence for the ſake of the Her e 

Air, he was adviſed by his Phyſicians to go to the afore- 

ſaid Caſtle. But all in vain : For Death, which finds 

Acceſs into the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes, purſued him thither, Mectioi 

and led him in Triumph to the Region of Silence and Th. 

Forgetfulneſs, who made ſo great a Noiſe and Buſtle in -: 

this our World. 35 1 


It 
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Tt Is reported, that a certain Aſtrologer foretold him he 
ſhould die in this Moon. But 'the Cardinal gave no 
Credit to him : Though one would think he had ſome 
Reaſon to believe him in this, for the ſake of a former 


have mentioned this Prince, and the Enmity that was 
between Mazarini and him, which occaſioned the 
Duke's Impriſonment in the Caſtle of the Wood of 
znciennes. During his Reſtraint, the forementioned 
Aſtrologer gave it out in Paris, That the Duke ſhould 
ſcape out of Priſon preciſely on ſuch a Day. The 
ardinal, being informed of this, waited until the Day 
ame, deſigning to puniſh the Aſtrologer as a Cheat, or 
t leaſt to expoſe him for an ignorant Perſon. ' To 
hich end he ent for him, and upbraiding him with 
reſumption and Folly, in that the Day was now come, 
nd yet the Duke of Beaafort was ſtill a Priſoner 
ithout any Hopes, or ſcarce a Poſſibility of eſcaping, 
rdered him to be ſent to the Baſtile. But the Aſtrolo- 
er, addreſſing himſelf with much Submiſſion and Ear- 
eſtneſs, ſpoke to this Effect: May it pleaſe your Emi- 
ence only to reſpite my Sentence until to Morrow, and 
en hang me if you do not find that I have ſpoke Truth. 
he Day which I foretold is come indeed, but it is not 
aſt, A Courier will ſoon convince you that I have not 

udied this Science in vain. © Es 

The Cardinal, moved with theſe Words, only con- 
ed the Aſtrologer in a Chamber of his own Palace. 
nd the next Day he received an Expreſs, which gave 
| Account of the Duke's Eſcape, and the Manner of 
, viz. That, on the Day before, he had let himſelf 
dwn by a Ladder of Ropes into the Caſtle Ditch, and 
as no more to be ſeen or heard of. Thus the Aſtrolo- 
er eſcaped the Cardinal's Revenge, and got much 
re- me at the Court, which was increafed by the Cardi- 
's Death, falling out exactly according to his Pre- 


ner, tion. | | | 
and This Miniſter was a very ſubtle Man; and Cardinal 
e in Nclieu uſed to ſay of him, That if he were minded to 


t a Trick on the Devil, he would only ſet Maxarini to 
| 5 Work. 


Prediction of his, concerning the Duke of Beaufort... 


Fr” 
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Work. Therefore he made him his Confident, inſtrud. 
ed him in all Secrets of the French Court, the Art d 
Government, and on his Death-bed recommends 
bim to the King, as the fitteſt Man to ſucceed hin 
in the Management of the Publick. He was afty 
the Death of Leavis XIII. at firſt oppoſed by ſever; 
Grandees; but the Queen's Authority, and that « 
the Prince of Conde, ſupported him: Whence aroſe 
common Proverb, in thoſe Days, The Queeen permiy 
All, the Cardinal commands All, and the Prince puh 
all in Execution: For this laſt had then the Office « 
General. TY . = 
This Miniſter was not eſteemed ſo covetous as b 
Predeceſſor; yet he heaped up vaſt Treaſures ; part ff 
| Which he beſtowed in magnificent Buildings and Fum - 
ture, the reſt he ſent into ah to his Father; wi”; 
aſtoniſhed at the prodigious Quantities of Gold he n 
ceived, uſed to ſay, Sure it rains Money in Fran 
However he made himſelf odious to the Subjects 
this Nation by his continual Oppreſſions; and thi 
are glad he is gone. 
It is a By-word at Rome, when any Pope dies, to ſy 
Now the Dog is dead all his Malice is buried with hi 
But I doubt it will not prove true in the Court of Fran 
at this Juncture. For the King will either find a Mi te 
ſter equal in Subtilty to the deceaſed Cardinal, who (i 
ſupply his Place; or he will take the Adminiſtrati 
of Affairs into his own Hands. Be it which way ug 
will, we are like to ſee the ſame Maxims purſued, | 
long as Cardinal Rich/iez's Memoirs are in Bein dir 
who firſt taught this Crown to underſtand its 0 


Strength. 


Paris, 1455 of the 3d Moon, | | ean 
F the Tear 1661. 


LE 


42 Str at Pani. 53 


. 
a LET. 
. To the Vizir Azem at the Porte. : 


Have ſent a Diſpatch to the Mufti, acquainting 
him with the Death of the Cardinal Mazarini, 
irſt Miniſter of State, and the greateſt Favourite that 
ver lived. Now I will inform thee of ſome Paſſages 
hich I omitted in my Letter to that venerable Prelate. 
t is neceſſary for me thus to diſtribute my Intelligence, 
ith a due reſpect to the different Quality of my Supe- 
ors. + | e 
i Thou, I ſuppoſe, wilt require ſome Account of hk 
Diſpoſition and Morals, with ſuch a Character as 
ay render this great Genius familiar «to thy Know- 


| 


doe. | „ 

8 0 fle ſeemed to place his chief Happineſs in aggran- 
izing his Maſter, whom he ſerved with a Zeal ſo pure 
d diſintereſted, a Loyalty ſo incorruptible, and by 

Ich regular Methods of Prudence and Policy ;-as if in 
Days nothing were to be counted Virtue or Vice, 
aut what either favoured or oppoſed the King of France's 

creſt. He was of a happy Conſtitution for a Cour- 

(er, being by Nature debonair, complaiſant, affable, 

atahd of a. ſweet Deportment. Yet Experience and Art 

Naeght him to improve theſe Advantages, to the height: 
Diſſimulation. You ſhould ſee Curteſy and extra- 

3c dinary Goodneſs flowing into every Feature of his 
oi ce; you ſhould hear Words breathing from his: 
louth like the ſoft Benedictions of an Angel. Yet, at 
e ſame time, his Heart gave the Lye to both. He 
eant nothing leſs, than that a Man ſhould find him as. 
dod as his Word. He was ever ready to promiſe any: - 
Thing that was demanded of him: But in Performance; 
ow, and full of Excuſes ; frugal of his Prince's Mo- 
y, and liberal of his own : Magnificent in his Build- 
gs, and the Furniture belonging to them; aiming in 
Things to exceed other Men, his Equals, and in. 
| D 3 | ſome,. 


„E 


markable during his Life. He made the King Hei 


Breath with the Sighs and Tears of the King, who 
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ſome, to ſurpaſs, even mighty Princes, his Superion 
In a word, he was accompliſhed with all Qualification 
requiſite in a fortunate Courtier and a good Stateſman, 

Yet after all, this ſublime Genius yielded to Death: 
But not like common Mortals. He died altogethe 
like himſelf, without ſo much as changing that ſettled 
Gravity, and ſerene Air of his Face, as had been re 


-of his Eftate, and bequeathed Abundance of Legacies, 
| To ſay all in brief: If he was Great in his Life, he 
was much more ſo in his Death; mingling his lat 


lamented his Departure with the Mourning of a Son far 

a Father. | 3 

Paris, 2675 of the 34 Moon, 
of the Tear 1661. 
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7 Peſfelf Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of | 
| _ Cuſtoms, at Conſtantinople, _ 


=> © 2 = 


I 7 Efterday a Diſpatch came to my Hand from a ven 
Eh; Part of the Earth, Our Couſin Ia 
ſent it from. Aftracan, a famous City for Traffick, for 
merly belonging to the Crim Tartars, but now in tt 
Poſſeſſion of the Mauſcovitas. He has been there a cov 
fiderable Time, finding Profit by Merchandiſe : F 
there is a vaſt Reſort to that City from China, Indoſtus 
Perfia, Muſcovy, and other Provinces of Europe and 
Afia. The Roads to it, are daily covered with ti 
Caravans of trading People. And the River Volga cu 
hardly ſuſtain the innumerable Multitude of Veſſels tha 
tranſport Paſſengers with their Goods backwards and 
forwards, between Afracan and the Regions round 
about the Caſpian Sea, into which that mighty Riv: 
diſcharges itſelf, | ; I i 
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, Iouf is ingenious, and has pitched upon ſome advan- 
tagious Way of enriching himſelf, which tempts him 
to take up his Abode in that City, and there end his 
Travels; or, atleaft, he will repoſe himſelf there, until 
Fortune preſents: him with a fairer Opportunity of in- 
creaſing his Wealth. 41 . 
In the mean time, I perceive by his Letter, that hge 
gets Money apace, lives very happily, and has the Wit 
to keep himſelf free from the Voke of Marriage, which 
embarraſſed him ſo much formerly. He ſoon put that 
troubleſome Wife out of his Mind, after he had di- 
vorced her; and he never failed to gratify himſelf with 
new Amours, wherever he came in his Travels. He 
writes very comically; and I cannot forbear ſmiling, 
when he tells me, He has had as many Concubines as 
the Grand Signior : By which thou wilt perceive, that 
Iſcuf is much addicted to Gallantry. He frankly con- 
eſſes, that he firſt learned this Mode of loving at large 
in Perſia, eſpecially at Mpaban; where he ſays, it is a 
Mark of Honour for a Man to be good at intriguing 
with the Ladies : And he is called a Turk by Way -of 
Diſgrace, who frequents not every Evening the Gar- 
dens and Houſes of Pleaſure in the Suburbs. But he 
adds, that in India the Liberty of courting Women is 
much greater; and that the very Nature of that 
Climate diſpoſes a Man to this ſoft Paſſion. In a 
A. our amorous Kinſman retains the ſame Humour 
Vet this does not hinder him from proſecuting his 
neceſſary Affairs with Diligence and Alacrity. He 
diſpatched a Buſineſs for me at Archangel in Ruſſia, and 
another at Moſco, very dextrouſly. Which convinces 
me that he is not leſs ſedulous and careful in Things 
which concern himſelf. He ſays, the Muſcowites are 
the greateſt Drunkards in the. World. Their chief and 
moſt beloved Liquor is, what the French call, The Wa- 
ter of Life. It is a Chymical Drink, extracted from the 
Leesof Wine, or other ſtrong Beverages : Such as thou 
knoweſt is common among the Greeks, Armenians, and 
Franks, in the Levant, When the Muſcovites are once 
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got into a Houſe where the Nectar is ſold, and are 
little warmed and elevated with it, they will not depart 
until all their Money is gone: Nay, they will pawn 
their very Garments from their Backs in a Frolick, 
rather than want their Doſe of this inebriating Stu, 
and go out ſtark naked in the coldeſt Weather, that is, 
fall aſleep in the open Streets, and yet are never the 
_ worſe for it when they wake, but go to their daily 
Work with the greater Ardour. For it is only the 
common People are guilty of this Extravagance. Ay 
for the Gentry and Nobility, they are more cloſe and 
reſerved in their drunken Debauches. | 
The Mzuſcovites, according to the Character he gives iſh, 
me of them, are a very rude and unpoliſhed People; 
ſarly to one another, and extreamly rugged to Strangers: 
'They deſpiſe all other Nations jn the World, and fay, 
it is: impoſſible for any Man to go to Heaven who haz 
not a Myſcovite Soul in him, They profeſs the Chri- an 
ſtian Religion, and were formerly of the Greek Church; 
but now they have ſeparated themſelves, and ſet up : 
Patriarch of their own; to whom ſo great a Veners 
tion is paid, that the Emperor himſelf holds his Stirrop tur 
when he mounts on Horſeback. 41 l 
Brother, I defire thee to ſpeak advantagiouſly of Hric 
Iſeuf, to the Illuſtrious Kerker Haſſan, and to the other 
Baſias of the Bench. He will be a ſerviceable Man to gie 
the Grand Signior, if encouraged by ſome Place of Ho- for 
nour and Profit. I wiſh I could ſay the ſame of our the 
Couſin So/yman, But he is too wiſe in his own Con- Wn: 
ceit. Ts In BOSS 
Dear Peſteli, excuſe my Abruptneſs . for my. Houn Mw} 
are divided between the Service I owe to the Sultan, Pa 
and the Affection I bear my Friends, 5 In 


Paris, 7th of the 5th Moon, | 
7 of the Year 1661. | | lig 
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77 Otchan Cabet, Student in the Sciences, and. 
% 
Have heard of thy Fame, and the Manner of thy 
| Converſion to the Law brought down from Heaven: 
ow that from a Chriſtian Prieſt, thou art become a 
Muſſulman Abdalla, that is, a Believer and Servant 
of the True God. May thy Reward, both here and 
hereafter, be according to thy Integrity in this Change 
of Faith and Religion: For Hypocrites are neither ac- 
eptable to God nor Man; yet moſt Men are proſely- 
ed for Intereſt, Fear, or other human Regards. And 
in the Senſe of the Chriſtians thou knoweſt a Renegado 
and a Villain are reciprocal Terms. PE + 
The inſupportable Miſeries of Servitude tempt'many 
to embrace Circumciſion, . which at once ſets them free, 
and often puts them in a Condition to mend their For- 
tunes, and live more happily than they did, even be- 
fore they were Captives: Whilſt Ambition and Ava- 
rice are prevailing Motives with others in more pro- 
ſperous Circumſtances to be of the Grand Signior's Reli: 
gion, that ſo they may riſe in his Favour, and obtain 
ſome conſiderable preferment at the Court, or Office in 
the Army; like the antient Melchites among the Chri- 
ſtians, who were ſo called. becauſe they always profeſſed 
the Faith of the Grecian Emperors, without examining 
whether it was Orthodox or no. A Sort of religious 
Paraſites, who would be any Thing to ſerve their own 
Intereſt, and adore the Devil himſelf, provided their 
Sovereign ſnewed them an Example. EE 
Yet after all, there are ſome who change their Re- 
ligion in pure Sincerity, only compelled thereto by the 
Dint of exalted Reaſon, and Motives of Virtue. Such 
as theſe are thinking Men, Perſons of bold Spirits, who 
dare call in Queſtion the Tradition of their Fathers, 
examine the Principles in which they were educated, 
5 | D 5 Cop diſpute 
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, diſpute every Thing, and bring all to the Standard 
nataral Trat 
I rejoice to hear that thou art one of this Character 
and not in the Number of Counterfeits or Bigots : For 
ſuch bring no Credit to the Religion they embrace, by 
rather a Scandal. Vet the Arms of the munificen 
Porte are open to receive all who profeſs that God i 
one, and that Mabomet is his Apoſtle; leaving th: 
, Scrutiny of their Intention to him who ſearches, the 


op, 7 ee oo Hon, 


Thy Learning gives thee fair Opportunities of doin 
Good. Put * a right Uſe. W ua the I nfidel 
whom thou haſt forſaken, of their Errors; confirm the 
'True Believers in the Faith, without Blemiſh, | 
Do this by Diſcourſe, by Writing, and by. thme own 
exemplary Life, which laft will prevail above Ter 
thouſand eloquent Sermons. 33 
In a word, ſhew thy ſelf a true and faithful Followe 
of the Prophet on Earth, and God will tranſlate ther 
to his Company in Paradiſe: where Moeſes will intro. 
duce thee, - Jeſus will entertain thee with Joy, and al 
the 124000 Prophets will welcome thee to the Pleaſure 


* 


which know no End. 
Paris, 2 1ſt % the oth Moon, 


20 2 
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bs | | f 
TX 7E are apt to admire ſome ſtrange Paſſages which il - 
we find recorded in ancient Hiſtory, and whoſe [ 

Truth is out of the Reach of any Mortal to prove: t 
Yet we ſlight the Miracles which are before our Eyes, : 
evident Matters of Fact, which no Body can contradict. Wl t 


Whence this ſhould proceed, I know not; unleſs n be 
from 


PTT Park. ,, - 
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from a natural Kind of Drowlſineſs in the Soul, com- 
mon to the greateſt Part of Men; like the Sleep of 


thoſe, who cannot ſo ſoon, be awakened by the loudeſt 


Noiſes they are accuſtomed to, as by the ſoft and ſtill 
Ideas of a ſtrange. Dream: So we regard not the 
Things to which we are daily habituated, though in 
themſelves never ſo prodigious ; whilſt we ſtart and are 
amazed at the moſt ordinary Relations of Antiquity, 
only becauſe they are novel to us, and we were not Eye- 
witneſſes of the Things themſelves. : 5 


I formerly ſent a Letter to Cara Hali, the Sultan's 
Phyſician, wherein I mentioned ſeveral Phyſicians of 
Arabia, who, in paſt Ages, were eminent for ſome re- 
markable Cures. But, I tell thee, not one of them 
covld match the King of France's Succeſs in curing an 
Epidemical Diſtemper, which they call the KING's 
EVIL. The general Symptoms of this Malady are 
certain Swellings in the Face, Neck, or other Parts of 
the Body ; ſometimes accompanied with: Blindneſs, 
Deafneſs, Lameneſs; and other Imperfections. Thoſe 
who are troubled with this Diſeaſe flock. to the King's 
Tout at certain Seaſons of the Year, and being intro- 
duced into his Preſence, he only touches the Part affeQ- 
ed with his Hand, and an infallible Cure follows. 
They ſay this Gift has been inherent in the Kings of 
France for many Generations: And the Prieſts magnify 
it as a great Miracle. But, I tell thee, all the Prodigy, 
in my Opinion, lies in the Strength . of the Peoples 
Imagination, which thou knoweſt works half the Cure 
in many Diſtempers. The Prieſts ſtand by the King, 
whilſt he touches the Sick : They repeat their Goſpel, 
and uſe certain Prayers and Exorciſms, being veſted all 
in White like Magicians. "Theſe Ceremonies are per- 
formed with Abundance of Gravity, which ftrikes an 
Awe into the credulous Patients. And to render the 
Buſineſs yet more myſterious ; whereas other Phyſicians 
take Money of the Sick, this Royal Aſculapius beſtows 
a Piece of Gold on every one whom he touches, which 
they are obliged to wear about their Necks as long as 
| | ö they 
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they live. Now, whether the Charm lies in the Gold, 
or the King's Touch, or the Prayers or Ceremonies of 
the Priefts, or finally in the Patient's Fancy, it matten 
not much. This is certain, that Thouſands who come 
to the King's Feet, very much difordered by this Evil, 
find a ſenfible Alteration in their Bodies, before they 
depart from his Preſence ; and in a few Hours or Day 
_ - at moſt are perfectly recovered. os 
Perhaps, the Kings of France have ſome Magical o 
; Phyſical Tincture in their Blood. Or, it may be 
they have found out the Philoſopher's Stone, ſo mui 
| talked of; and delivered it down to their Poſterity, a 
a Part of the Royal Inheritance ; which enables the 
reſent King to do ſo many prodigious Things both à 
home and abroad, in Peace and in War, beſides hi 
Part in curing this Sickneſs, I am no Roſicrucian, not 
very fond or credulous of Miracles; yet I often wonder 
at the Treaſures of this Monarch, which appear inex- 
hauftible. - But the Ways of Kings are ſecret, and he 
bODf France is ſingular in his myſterious Methods of grow. 
ing Rich and Great: Neither do all his RE Ex- 
penees ſeem to diminiſh his Wealth. The King of Swe 
den has been his Penſioner ever fince he began to reign: 
And Millions of Freneh Gold, are diſperſed among the 
Germas Pridees, oo % 
Theſe Things cauſe his Subjects to deſcant variouſly, 
But I refer them to thy oraculous Judgment, whoſe fingle 
Tefta is of Ten thouſand Times more worth, than the 
Decrees of a French Parliament. 5 


Faris, 3d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1661. 


LET: 
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LETTER VI. 
20 Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale of 
| 17 5 Sidon. | „ 


OW TI will vent holy Things, and what the Di- 
| vinity ſhall inſpire. The World was in Weeds 
when Hoſain the Prophet was ſlain, and the Moon put 
mn her Mourning Dreſs. The Timbrels of Perſia, 
ſrabia, and Babylon were heard in the dead of the 
ight : Their Sound reached to the Third Heaven: 
The Shepherds ran to the Heights of the Earth, to diſ- 
over the Occafion of ſo much Noiſe. The Centinels 
f Forts and Caſtles gave the Alarm, and the Men of 
War took hold of the Sword, the Bow, and the Spear. 
The Tygris overflowed its Banks, and Diarbetbir became 
Lake. A dark Body of Clouds overcaſt the Sky, and 
doured forth Thunder, Lightning and Hail. Fire ran 
Il along on the Sands of the Deſart, and the Air was 
Il in a Flame. Horror poſſeſſed the Minds of Mortals, 
nd the Angels themſelves were uneaſy. The Beaſts 
f the Field ran into Dens and Caves, and the Dra- 
ons were touched with Remorſe : Only the more veno- 


ly, Nous 4 ſwelled with Pride: The Poiſon of Mur- 
ple er and Hereſy had puffed up the Souls: They and 


eir Poſterity are accurſed to this Day, and to the Hour 
f the irrevocable Sentence. ; 
O Santone, great is thy Faith, in that thou haſt aban- 
oned the Shadow of this World, and ſeparated thy 
elf from the Contagion of Mortals. I revere the Ma- 
ſty of thy ſublime Soul, the Intellect ranging at Li- 
erty. Thou daily gathereſt Flowers from the Garden 
f Eden. and, being in the Body, enjoyeſt the Sweets 
f Paradiſe. Kiugs would lay down their Crowns to 
aſte of thy 7 0 did they but know them; and 
change all the Glory of Empires fo: one Moment of 
y unſpeakable Bliſs. Thou Companion and Care of 
ingels, Darling of the Monarch Omnipotent ! 
| Jn | Where- 
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Where. ever thou lieſt down, whether by Day or by 
Night, the Watchers above ſtand ready with Un. 
drellas to ſkreen thee from the ſcorching Beams of th 
Sun, the chilling Darts of the Moon and Stars, and ir 
from all Injuries of Weather. The Elements go vu 
of their Courſes to ſerve thee, and all Nature eſpouſafi 
thy Intereſt. „ 11 
The Merchant hires a thouſand "Camels, and load 
them with the choiceſt Riches of the Levant. He en. 
dures all the Fatigues of a long and dangerous Trave| 
through Syria, Arabia, arid Perfia ; runs the riſque oi 
Robbers, Diſeaſes, and ten thouſand Methods d 
Death: And, after all his Hazards and Pains, is no 
half ſo happy, nor ſo rich as thou, who aboundeſt if 
every Thing, becauſe thou deſireſt nothing which thai 
haſt not, or that is  unneceflary. The Ploughmei 
labour for thee in the Field, and ſo do the Artificers ii 
the City. The Noble and the Valgar are thy Purvey: 
ors, and the greateſt Sovereigns pay Tribute to ther 
Every Houſe is thy Home, and they count themſelve 
happy, under whoſe Roof thou vouchſafeſt to fleey, 
They. are really ſo; for Benediction accompanies th ive 
perfect Man in all his Ways, and the Favours of Her 
ven overtake them that ſhew Kindneſs to him. Thot 
art Lord of other Mens Eſtates, and every Man's Fiel 
is thy Inheritance. Thou enjoyeſt the Riches of thi 
World, without being tainted with the Vices that at 
tend them, and receiveſt immortal Aſſurances and Sea" 
of the future Glory, in the Life which is to come. ap. 
happy Eſtate of the Righteous ! O Life to be truly ei- 
VT 
As for me, I am like a Galley-Slave, chained dom a. 
to the Oar, and forced to row inceſſantly whither the 
Maſter of the Veſſel commands, So I am obliged u 
obey the Dictates of my Superiors, whether there be 
Sin in the Caſe or no. I am faſtened in the Cares a 
this vain World, and the more particular Anxieties d 
State. From all which thou art happily free. 
Oh that it were lawful for me to ſhake off the fret. 
ting Yoke, and diſentangle myſelf from the Snares 6 
| humat 
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uman Policy ! that I might live like the Men of the 
rt Ages, who honoured the Earth as their common 


tie Mother, and made no envious Incloſures ! they ſported 
mu innocently on her fragrant Boſom, and never moleſted 
du their kind Parent, by Cruelty to any of her Off- ſpring. 


hey ſucked the Milk of her Breaſt: Her Veins ſtreamed 
ith Wine and Honey. They banquetted on Variety of 
cellent Fruits; and no Body thought of killing and 
ating his Fellow- Animal. The Birds could then 
range the Air without Fear of the Fowler; neither did 
any yawning Huntſman rouze. the timorous Hare from 
er Seat. The Roes and the Hinds could ſcamper at 
Pleaſure over the Plain, without being haltered to the 
Mountains and Rocks for Sanctuary; neither did any ſiy 
\ngler trepan the Fiſh of the Rivers. As for the Sea, 
t was then unknown; no Man, as yet, had ventured on 
hat perfidious ELEMENT, or found out the Uſe of 
Ships. There was in thoſe Days no Foreign Commerce 
dr Traffick, or any Need of it. Every Region ſup- 
plyed its Inhabitants with what was uſeful and neceſlary : 
And thoſe temperate Mortals deſired no more. They 
ived. without irregular Appetites, free from Ambition, 
mud, and ed... 6 

This is the Life ſo much deſired by me, and which 
hou actually enjoyeſt. God augment thy Felicities and 


xtaſy to another, till Gabriel ſnatch thy Soul away 
n a Divine Tranſport, beyond the Poſſibility of a Re- 
apſe. | | : 

Holy Santone, whilſt thou art on Earth, pray for me; 
ind, when thou art among the Immortals, do me ſome 
avours. which may laſt for ever. | 


Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon, 
i ibe Tear 1661. 


LE T- 


Raptures, that thou mayeſt paſs from one Viſion and 


lancholy, to which thou knoweſt I am much inclined, 


. ently aſſociate myſelf with. Stateſmen, Soldiers, Cour. 
tiers, Prieſts, Fidlers, Mechanicks, Seamen, or Perſon 


provement: For, there is. hardly ſo deſpicable ; 


in their Company. 


antique and modern Hiſtory, without a Pattern. The 


ridicule the moſt ſerious Matters, and turn every Thing 
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LETTER VI. 
To Dgnet Oglou.. 


2 
if 


ü V Buſineſs in this Place obliges me to keep Con 
pany: with all Sorts of People. Hence I indiffe. 


of any Profeſſion, from whom I can hope for any In. 


Fellow in the World; who may not teach an inquiſ. 
tive Mind ſomething, te which it was a Stranger be 
fore. „„ | 

Sometimes I converſe with Painters, whom I gene 
rally find to be Men of: Wit and Senſe, but very lew 


and diſſolute: However, they ſerve to divert my Me 


For they are the merrieſt Sparks in the World, abound. 
ing with ſmart Repartees,. Jeſts, and comical Storie 
beſides a hundred mimical Tricks of good Buffoonry v 
make one laugh; that it js almoſt impoſlible to be ſa 


They are moſt. of them bred in the Academy, or in 
Colleges and Schools where the Sciences are profeſſed : l 
being in a manner neceſſary, that Men of this Trade 
ſhould have a Smack of all Sorts of Learning, and eſpe. 
cially, that they ſhould be indifferent good Hiſtorians; 
they being many Times defired to repreſent Pieces of 


have a very facetious Way alſo of telling a Story to tht 
Life, as well as of drawing it ſo in Picture. They 
would diſſolve the moſt ſtiff and moroſe Haagi into 
Laughter and Jollity, to hear how gracefully they wil 


into Burleſque: For they are admirable Satiriſts by 

Nature. | 
Yet theſe are not all alike, but differ in their Tem 
pers like other Men, Some of them are proud 
ED ſtatel), 


— 
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tely, others fawning and abject: And all of them 


at Humouriſts. | | 
It was an odd Whim of Martin Heemfeirk, a fa- 
dus Painter, that was born at a Village of the ſame 


L ame. He died in the Year of the Chriſtians Hegira, 
74. This Man had amaſſed together. in his Life- 

e a vaſt Quantity of Money; and having no Wife 
. Children, nor other Relations of his own to leave it 


he was reſolved to do ſomething, for which he 
ght be talked of after his Death. I have heard of 
any dying Men, that have had one Caprice or other 
making their Laſt Will and Teſtament: But thou 
It ſay this of Martin's was ſingular. For on his 
zath Bed he bequeathed all his Wealth to be diſtributed 
o equal Dowries or Portions, wherewith to marry a 
rtain Number of Maids of Heemſtirꝶ, his Birth-place, 
arly, on this Condition, that the New: married 
buple with all the Wedding -Gueſts, ſhould dance on 
Grave. „ 1 

It is neceſſary for thee to know, that ſince his 
eath, there has been a great Alteration of Religion in 
vſe Parts: The Inhabitants, which in his Time were 
dman Catholicks, are now all Proteſtants. And at 
Time of this Change or Reformation, as they call 
it was the general Practice of the Proteſtants, to 
moliſh all Images and Croſſes where- ever they found 
2m. Now, it was the Cuſtom of the Roman Catho- 
ks to ſet up a Croſs at the End of every Sepulchre of 
2 Dead. Yet, ſo great a Veneration have the Heem- 
rkers for the Memory of this Painter, that whereas 
ere is not a Croſs to be ſeen ſtanding in all the Coun- 
ly beſides ; yet his, being of Braſs, remains untouched, 
the only Title their Daughters can ſhew to his 
egacy. | | 
It was a more cruel and inhuman Caprice of an 
alian Painter (I think his Name was Giotto) who, de- 
pning to draw a Crucifix to the Life, wheedled a poor 
lan to ſuffer himſelf to be bound to a Croſs for an 
lour, at the end of which he ſhould be releaſed again, 
d receive a conſiderable Gratuity for his Pains. But, 
| | inſtead 
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| Inſtead of this, as ſoon as he had him faſt on the Cr 
he ſtabbed him dead, and then fell to drawing. Hey 
eſteemed the greateſt Maſter in all /:a/y at that Tin 
And having this Advantage of a dead Man hanging 
a Croſs before him, there is no Queſtion but he made 
matchleſs Piece of Work on it. | | 
As ſoon as he had finiſhed his Picture, he carried or 
to the Pope, who was aſtoniſhed as at a Prodigy of A 
highly extolling the Exquiſiteneſs of the Features a 
Limbs, the lapguiſhing pale Deadneſs of the Face, t 
unaffected Sinking of the Head: In a Word, he 
drawn. to the Life, not only that Privation of Senſe, a 
Motion, which we call Death ; but alſo the very w: 
of the leaſt vital Symptom. 
This is better underſtood than expreſſed. Every k 
dy knows, that it is a Maſter- piece to repreſent a Iu 
fion or Thought well and naturally. Much great 
is it to deſcribe the total Abſence of theſe interior Fadi 
ties, ſo as to diſtinguiſh the Figure of a dead Man, in 
one that is only aſle8fp . 5 
Vet all this, and much more, could the Pope diſca 
in the admirable Draught which Giotto preſent 
him, And he liked it ſo well, that he reſolved 
Fee it over the Altar of his own Chappel: For tit 
:noweſt this is the Practice of the Nazarenes, to adu 
Pictures and Images. Giotto told him, ſince he lh e 
the Copy ſo well, he would ſhew him the Original 
weakened, -: oo . )-5 00 a8 0 
What doſt thou mean by the Original, ſaid ls 
Pope? Wilt, thou ſhew me Sifu Chriſt on the Crob1 
| his own Perſon ? No, replied Giotto, but J will ſhe 
Dur Holineſs the Original from whence I drew tl 
if you will abſolve me from all Puniſhment.  _ | 
The good old Father, ſuſpecting ſomething extraorif 
nary by the Painter's thus capitulating with him, pr 
miſed on his Word to pardon him. Which Gzortol 
lieving, immediately told him where it was: And u 
tending him to the Place, as ſoon as they were entered, i 
drew a Curtain back, which hung before the dead 
on the Croſs, and told the Pope what he had done. 1 
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The Holy Father, extremely troubled at ſo inhuman 
nd barbarous an Action, repealed his Promiſe, and 
old the Painter he ſhould be ſurely put to an exem- 
lary Death. | 

Giotro, ſeemingly refigned to the Sentence pronounced 
pon him, only begged Leave to finiſh the Picture be- 
pre he died ; which was granted him. In the mean 
hile a Guard was ſet upon him to prevent his Eſcape. 
As ſoon as the Pope had cauſed the Picture to be deli- 
ered into his Hands, he takes a Bruſh, and, dipping 
into a Sort of Stuff he had ready for that Purpoſe, 
aubs the Picture all over with it, ſo that nothing could 
ow be ſeen of the Crucifix ; but it was quite effaced in 
| outward Appearance. 
This made the Pope ſtark mad: He ſtamped, foamed, 
nd raved like one-in a Frenzy. He ſwore the Painter - 
Would ſuffer the moſt cruel Death that could be invent- 
d, unleſs he drew another full as good as the former 3 
or if but the leaſt Grace was mifling, he would not 
ardon him. But if he could produce an exact Paral- 
el, he would not only give him his Life, but an ample 
Seward in Money. | | Ty 
The Painter, as he had Reaſon, deſired this, under 
he Pope's Signet, that he might not be in Danger of a 
zcond Repeal : Which was granted him. And then 


e had daubed on the Picture. And the Crucifix ap- 
cared the ſame in all Reſpects as it was before. 
The-Pope who looked upon this as a great Secret, be- 
2 ignorant of the Arts which Painters uſe, was ra- 
iſned at the ſtrange Metamorphoſis. And to reward 
he Painter's treble Ingenuity, he abſolved him from all 
is Sins, and the Puniſhments due to them; ordering 
oreover his Steward to cover the Picture all over 
vith Gold, as a farther Gratuity for the Painter. And, 
hey ſay, this Crucifix is the Original by which the 
moſt famous Crucifixes in Europe are dran. 


* 


I need make no other Reflexion on this, than that 
1s the ſuppoſed Murder of Jes the Son of Mary is 
he Source of all the Chriſtians Devotion; ſa = real 
78 | omi - 


te took a wet Sponge, and wiped off all that Varniſh _ 
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Homicide,. which this Painter committed, has made 
more intenſe and fervent, by how much the Crucifixg 
drawn after this Pattern excel all that were ſeen be. 
fore them, in the tragical Portraiture of the. martyr, 
Me ffras. 3 T7 

And for this Reaſon it is, that Painters are in þ 
great Eſteem among the Halians, becauſe they for 
the Gods which thoſe Infidels adore It is no Wonde 
thereſore, that the Chief Head of their Church ſhoull 
fo eaſily abſolve Murder in a Painter, as a venial Si 
eſpecially when it is done in Ordine ad Deum, as th 
Jeſuits ſay, that is, to promote God's Glory, as th 
Pope eaſily perſuaded himſelf this was; ſince Idolaty 
is the main Engine which ſupports the State and Gran 
deur of the Roman Court. And all the World know, 
that Holy City is a. Type of Heaven ;. or at. leaſt ti 


- 


_ crafty Prieſts would fain repreſent it ſo... 
My Friend, thou and I have ſeen, enough. of thei 
Tricks and Holy Frauds in Sicily, Praiſe be to Go 
they had no Power. to pervert us. Our Faith remain 
_ Inviolate :. We till poſſeſs the Integrity of Mu//ulman 
the native Attach we owe to the Prophet, who was ſen 
to exterminate Idols. In a Word, we adore none bi 
one God, Creator of the Worlds, May that. Incon. 
prehenſihle for ever keep us in the ſame Faith. and Prac 
tice, till the Releafe of our Souls. 


Paris, 13th of the 9th Moon, 
. of the Near 1661. 


—— — 


LETTER vn. 


To Lubano, Abufei Saad, an Egyptin 
5 . g 


FH EIsS Court is now at Fontainbleau, and al 
1 ſeems to be diſſolved in Joy for the Birth of # 

Dauphin. The Queen was delivered of this young Prince 
: re) | ITY q 
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the firſt Day of this Moon. There is nothing but 
ealting, Dancing, and Revelling on this Account, 
ith Bonfires and congratulatory Addreſſes. Only the 
Duke of Orleans, the King's Brother, has little Rea- 
on to be over merry, ſince he was the next preſump- 
ve Heir of the Crown, in caſe the King died without 
ſſue Male: For the Laws of France ys. a Female 
rom reigning. Yet, this Duke diſſembles his inward 
rief, for being thus pat by his Hope, and appears as 
pyful as the Father himſelf. He hugs and admires the 
Royal Babe, wiſhing him Health and Long-life in a 
ompliment, whom he really could rather wiſh out of 
e World; or at leaſt that he had never come into it. 
o violent are the Temptations to a Crown, ſo ftrong 
e Deſire of Empire, that the Nearneſs of Relation, 
hich endears the Reſt of Mortals one to another, 
ſtranges the Hearts of Prinees from thoſe of their own 
Blood, if they ſtand in the Way of their Ambition. 
and I can aſſure thee, the French do not ſpare to ſay, 
he Duke of Orleans has enough of this Vice to at- 
2mpt great Things, were not his Genius over-awed 
y the matchleſs Fortune and Spirit of his Brother. 
Neither. is the King himſelf inſenſible of this; re- 
nembring with what Warmth the Duke received the 
lattering Addreſſes of ſome Courtiers, during his Bro- 
her's dangerous Sickneſs, when the Phyſicians had 
vell- nigh given him over for a dead Man. 5 
I was acquainted with this Paſſage but lately, by O/- 
zin the Dwarf, who watches all the Motions of this 
ourt. He tells me that the King being informed a 
Rumour was whiſpered among the Grandees of his 
Death, cauſed them all to be ſent for, and to paſs through 
ais Chamber, whilſt the Curtains of his Bed were 
Irawn open, that they might ſee their Sovereign alive. 
hoùgh in a bad State of Health. He ſays moreover, that 
he true-Reaſon why ſeveral Lords of late have been re- 
moved from their Offices about the King, is becauſe he 
eſented ill the too early and paſſionate Court they made 
o the Duke of Orleans, on the Report of his Brother's 
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Death. It is natural to all Men to love themfelyy 
and to deſire the Diſpoſal of their own Affairs. Ny 
Man, would be content to have his Eſtate given awy 
by his Servants at their own Diſcretion. . And Soe. 
reign Monarchs are the moſt jealous of all Men in ſud 
Caſes: Particularly, the King of France is known ty 
be a Prince very ſenſible of his Honour, and ſooi 
touched in that Point, by the leaſt Appearance of Dil: 
reſpect in his Subjects, and of Incroachment in hi 
" Neighbours. .. T2 | 55 
As for the Duke of Orleans, he is a Prince of 1 
great Character, either as a Soldier, or a Stateſman: 
Neither has he been much talked of in the World, til 
the Beginning of this Vear, when he married an Ez. 
liſb Princeſs, by Name Henrietta, Daughter to the late 
murdered King of that Nation. is 
We have had another Match here alſo, between th 
late Duke of Orleans Daughter and the Prince « 
Tuſcany. Theſe Things occaſion various Diſcourſe 
among theſe who pretend to weigh exaQly the differen 
Intereſts of Chriſtian Courts, - eſpecially of ſuch as ar 
concerned in the New, Alliances. -, For the greatel 
Monarchs here in the Weſt marry. only for Profit. and 
Advantage, to fortify themſelves by a. cloſer Unioi 
with the Houſe to which they are allied. Whereas ou 
Eaſtern Princes only indulge their Paſſions in the Choice 
of their Wives ; admitting none to- their Embraces, but 
the. moſt exquiſite Beauties that can be found. Anf 
where they once pitch their. Faney, they neither-regarlMWin 
Riches, Honour, or any other Recommendation ſave ill 
what their Love ſuggeſts; being themſelves inexhauſt 
ble Fountains of Wealth, Nobility and Good Fortune 
to all who have the Happineſs to be in their Favour. 
They ſcorn to ſell themſelves, and proſtitute the 
Glory of their Diadems to a Foreign Prince, for the 
Sake of a little Gold, and much more, Trouble with : 
proud Female whom perhaps they never ſaw. Ye 
this is the common Practice among the Princes of the 
Nazarene- Belief ; who conſider not, that inſtead of t 
Wife, a Partner of their Empire, and a Friend, oy | 
| | | Otten 
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n entertain a Snake, a Traytor, an Enemy : Eſpe· 
ly if ſhe be a Woman of Wit and Intrigue, as moſt 
them are, This made the now Queen-Mother, 
vol@Relict of CZewwis XIII. ſuſpected by her Huſband ; 
the preſent Queen of France is under the like Cir⸗ 
ſtances : And it will always be ſo, where Princes 
ch themſelves after this Manner, and cannot debar 
Wives from holding a ſecret Correſpondence with, 

Family from which they deſcend. . 
Aſſuredly, the Ottoman Politicks are the moſt re- 
d and ſecure of any in the World; our Religion 

holy, and our Morals moſt ſound. Which three 
evident Signs, that God has raiſed up this ſacred 
pire to ſubdue all the Nations on Earth, and t 
n to the Faith of his Divine Unity. „ 


5, 91h of the 11th Mon, | 5 ah 1 | 
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LETTER 9 + 4 


Cara Hay, Phyſician to the Grand 
* Seignior.. 


\ M now in my Chamber b Ty a glowing Fire, want - 
0 


ri ing; nothing that can comfort a ;reaſonable, Man: 
Silt 1 hear the Winds whiſtling, the Snow driving 
-n my Windows, and the hollow Voices of the 
ach proclaiming a Night little leſs cold than that 


ng one they feel in the Arctick Circle once a Year. 
I wiſh myſelf in a Plain, or on the Top of ſome _ 
h Mountain, where I might feel Nature in the moſt. 
d of all her Humours. I love Variety, and it is a 
n to be confined- to Pleaſure itſelf, when jt i 1s all of 
ind, or what I am uſed to. 
t is to thee, my dear Haly, I owe this Thought,” 
n you told me once, as we were walking together in 
| the 
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the Cemetry of Sultan So/yman's Moſque, That My 
made for all Things. 4 . 
1 remember the Elegance and Force of Reaſon yi 
which you explained your Sentiment, upon a Loſs wii 
J had then faltained by Shipwreck ; comforting me yj 
this Reflection, That all the Gains on Earth art « 
Burdens: All the Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, 
- whatſoever is deſired by Mortals, are but ſo m 
Clogs to tie us faſter to this little narrow Globe, why 
we are born to trample on as our Foot-ſtool, 
All this is true: But I conſider farther, that the ( 
currences of this Life ought to be received with Ini 
ference, and we ſhould be as chearful in a Priſon as i 
Palace; becauſe nothing can happen to us, which! 
not decreed by Fate. Methinks I could go as freely 
Torments in a juſt Cauſe, as: to a ſumptuous Banqu 
I could ſmile at the Malice of my Perſecutors, andt 
umph over the vain Executioners, when I ſee the 
ſweat at their inhuman Toil, and yet can never hi 
their Wills of a Soul caſt into ſuch a Mould as nll. 
whatever they may do with my Body. Though . 
excruciate me with a thouſand Inventions of Cru 
though they reduce me to Aſhes, yet they cannot i 
me of my Reaſon. Neither Fire, nor Sword, 
Rack, nor any other Inſtrument of barbarous Rap 
can hurt my Thoughts, I ſhall ſtill have the Pom 
of Meditating in ſpite of them all: And I eſteem th 
the ſpeciſick Happineſs of a rational Creature. There 
no ſuch Thing as Pleaſure or Pain, but what our 0 T 
nion makes ſo. | I have tryed to handle Fire; I ha G 
graſped' hot burning Coals in the Palm of my Ha 
with which I now write. The devouring Element ſo, Uh 
faſtened on my Skin, and eat its Way through into m 
Fleſh, whilſt I was buſy in contemplating its Nat 
and Effects, without being concerned in any Senſe 
Pain, I kept a tight Rein, and curbed my Soul. 
held it within Compaſs, and would not ſuffer it 
winch, or laſh, or flounce out of itſelf, or deſcend i 
to my Body, to reſcue the Part affected, or be concern 
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at its Grievance. But when I reflected on the Incon- 
eniencies that might follow, and that it would hinder 
me from ſerving the Grand Signior and my Friends, I 
brew the Coals away, well ſatisfied that I had made 
he Experiment without prejudicing my Reaſon, or fall- 
ng into any Paſſion unbecoming a Man. | 
F take as much Pleaſure in Faſting, ''as in Eating or 
Drinking; in Labour as in Reſt ; in Watching as in 
Sleep. There is no Exceſs or Contrariety in Nature, 
vhich does not afford me as much Delight as Mediocrity, 
yr the Golden Mean itſelf, I find a Guſt in every Thing 
hat happens to me. And this I take to be the proper 
Part of a Maſſulman, or of one reſigned to God. | 
vet this hinders me not from buſtling in the World, 
nd proſecuting my Buſineſs with Alacrity and ſome 
agerneſs. e are born for Action, and not only 
pr Thought. It is a mixed Life we are to lead on 
arth, But when I fail of my End or deſired Succeſs 
any Undertaking, I am not troubled, conſidering I 
| REN to encounter Eyil as well as Good in this mor- 
al State. | ; , 5 | 
In all that I have ſaid, I do not pretend to the cele- 
rated Apathy” of Szoicks. I feel Pleaſure and Pain 
om the Rang Objects which thus affect other Men: But 
feel them with Indifference, not ſuffering my Under- 
anding and judgment to participate with my Paſſion 
ifel Senſe. © RE I 4 | ; 
I have perceived myſelf ſometimes in Agonies, 
hich I thought exactly anſwered the Character of 
ole which dying Perſons feel. And I believe they 
ere in a Degree the very ſame : Vet I found no pa- 
ck Fears upon me, no Dread of that amazing 
ange: But rather certain blooming Hopes, young, 
nder, ſpringing Joys, ariſing from the Thoughts of a 
w Life, the unavoidable Effe& of that which we call 
ath, wherein I promiſed myſelf the Pleaſure of freſh 
joyments and Diverſions, to which I was'wholly then 
dtranger. f 3 2 e 


Vox. VI. 8 E *＋ 
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If thou thinkeſt this too extravagant, and -th, 
Death is not a proper Object of our Wiſhes, yet tho 
wilt at leaſt acknowledge, that it may furniſh us wil 
ſufficient Arguments of Content and Acquieſcence, ſing 
no Man can avoid it, and it is ſure to entertain us wit 
- Novelties which we never were acquainted with h 
fore, which . recommends it under a very deſirabi 
Tigre, becauſe human Nature perpetually covets ne 
hings | 4 | | 
" I fave ſeen, Perſons condemned to Death- here | 
Paris, who have been offered Life on certain Condition 
not agreeing with their Humour; yet have refuſed; 
and rather choſe Death, which they knew would fr 
them at once from all their preſent Troubles. And t. 
knoweſt with what Reſignation our Greateſt Bak 
ſubmit their Necks to the Executioners, when the Gr: 
Signior thinks fit to call for their Lives. All that th 
reply to the Fatal Mandate is, The Will of my So 
reign Lord be done. They at once gather up all t 
Strength of their ſcattered Reaſon, and ſhrink their d 
lated Souls to a Point. Then with a redoubled For 
they ſhake off their Inclinations to Honours, Rich 
and the Pleaſures of this Life, as a Man rowzes from 
long Dream or Trance. With Smiles, and a profou 
Submiſſion they kiſs the Royal Firme, being awaken 
to the Thoughts of more Illuſtrious and Serene Jo 
than this groſs Earth affords, even to the ineffable Pl: 
ſures of Eden, the ſure Reward of thoſe that die ere 
Obedience and Peace: Since they are to be efſteent Fry 
| Martyrs, as well as thoſe who meet Death in d 
Field of the Sacred Combat, in the War for our Hil h. 
Faith. | * 
Oh:! that it were my Lot thus to expire in Honou ente 
to have my laſt Breath mixed with the devout Aſpii olli 
tions and Suffrages of True Believers, that ſo my HMacie 
ample might edify others, and the publick Character: rpr 
an untainted Loyalty might benefit myſelf: Whi 
Fame proclaimed it before my Arrival at the invili 
Regions, to prepare the Ghoſts of Juſt Men, to — 1 
g ' welcom 
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welcome, and give me a kind Reception, who am yet 
wholly a Stranger in thoſe Parts of the World: For 
Death itſelf cannot baniſh me out of the Univerſe. 
And there is my laſt Comfort. 1 | 

Thou, my dear Phyſician, wilt conclude, I am Me- 
lancholy by this kind of Diſcourſe. But I tell thee, 
it is only another Way of expreſſing the ſecret Pleaſure 
and Tranquillity of my Soul, which is more to be valued 
by him that enjoys it, than all the Laughter and extra- 
agant Mirth in the World. Theſe only ruffle our 
Paflions, and raiſe a duſt in our Eyes: Whereas the 
other compoſe and purify our Reaſon, giving us a con- 
ant Proſpe& of Things paſt, preſent, and to come. 
So that we can never be at a Loſs, but always ready 
2quipped for the worſt Contingencies. Hali, Adieu. 


Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Tear 1661. 


LETTER X. 
To the ſame. 


HE Court of France in all Things endeavours to 
imitate the ancient Grandeur of the Roman Em- 
erors, and their Policy. As they had their Amphi- 
eatres, whereon were exhibited all Sorts of Shews 
nd Spectacles to divert the People in Time of Peace; 
d have theſe their Theatres whereon, according to the. 
ore acceptable Mode of the preſent Age, are repre- 
nted the various Kinds of Virtue and Vice; Men's © 
ollies and Perfections; modern Humours, and the 
ncient Morality ; Intrigues of Love, and of State ; 
rprizing Actions of War, and the ſubtle Overtures of 
eace, the Tyranny of Sovereigns, and Rebellion of 
ubjects. In fine, whatſoever is treated of in Books 
here ated to the Life on the Stage, and with ſo much 

Idvantage of Scenes, Interludes, Muſick, Dances, 
Ek | E 2 Language, 


—— 1 3 
5 — 
— AT. _——— ., web — 
— — — —— — _ — "a W 2 YR — = = T 
— - need : "—_— — I * 9 = NO ITY _ > \ - 
I I o - — — me 12 x; = 6 4H PEE SITS 
- — 5 — 3 2 = = — be — - WV 
— = _—_ = & 
— 5 us = 
3 — gw A 12 
my A 1 * 
_ —_ * 2 — — * — — 
— „ 
= — 9 Ta = 
r 
, — * = EM 3 [ 
P — . —— — 


— 


— — = = 
2 22 
— He Bu — 
= = 


— 


- 
= — — 


2 


——ä——ä— — 
— 


— 
— 
——— 

— — 


= 
— 
— 


= _— = 
= = — j 
— — 
—— 


ancient or modern Hiſtory, deſerving Remark, - ſhall 


Court and Camp of the Grand Cyrus; You ſhall ac. 


over again the Part of Tamer/ane, and lead about in 


are ſometimes diverted with fabulous Entries of God; 


p 


transformed into a Wolf, for his inhoſpitable Carriage 
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of a Kam, with a Golden Fleece; whilſt ſhe for Fear 
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 ſhat Sea is ſuppoſed to be ſo called. In the mem 
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Language, Wit, Humour, and the like charming Cir. 
cumitances, -that a Man at ſome Hours cannot better 
paſs away his Time, than in being preſent at theſe En. 
tertainments. Where all that he has read, either in 


be ſucceſſively preſented to his View, as efficaciouſly as if 
the Perſons were now living, and in preſence, whoſe 
Actions each Play deſcribes. 

There you ſhall be introduced as it were, into the 


< OY — 2 » 
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company Alexander the Great in his Expeditions through 
Alia: Fou ſnall fee him die of Poyſon at Babylon, and 
the Macedonian Empire cantonized among his Officers: 
You ſhall behold all the Roman Cz/ars in their Riſe 
and Fall: With whatſoever Particularities were ob. 
ſervable in this or any other renowned Monarchy on 
Earth; not excluding the laſt and moſt univerſal Em. 
pire of the Oztomans. For theſe Infidels preſume to aft 


CY 


Dramatick Triumph the enraged, yet invincible Ba. 
jaxet. In Habits, which only become the deſtined 
Conquerors of the World, theſe Slaves dare perſonate 
the Glorious So/yman, Mahomet the Great, the Victo- 
rious Selim, and even Amurat himſelf, the ſtouteſt Em. 
peror that ever reigned: I mean, the Uncle of our 


preſent Sovereign. 
Beſides true Hiſtory thus repreſented, the Spectaton 


Nymphs, Fauns, Satyrs, Muſes, Graces, Monſters, and 
whatſoever we find in the ancient Poets. 

There you ſhall ſee Prometheus fetching Fire from 
Heaven, to give Life to his Man of Clay ; Lycan 


to Jupiter; Ganymede ſnatched up into Heaven by an 
Eagle, and made ns angie Cup-bearer, for his ſingula ¶ co 
Beauty. It is pleaſant alſo to fee Phryxus, with hi de. 
Siſter Helle, ſwimming over the Helleſpont on the Back ¶ the 
falls off, and is drowned : And from her Name (Hel:) Mor. 


while, 
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while, Phryxus ſwims forward, and arrives at Colchis 
where he ſacrifices the Ram, and hangs the Golden 
Flcece up in the Temple ; which was afterwards ſtole 
away by Jaſon and his Argonauts. It is equally di- 
verting, to ſee the Artifice of the Scenes and Machines, 
which repreſent Jupiter transforming himſelf into a 
Shower of Gold, and ſo deſcending into Danae's Lap, 
when he begets Perſeus on her, who ſubdued the Gor- 
gans, and with Meduſu's Head turned the Cephen No- 
bles into Statues : In a word, all the ingenious. Fictions 
of Orpheus, Homer, Hefiad, Ovid, a-d the reſt of the 
Greek and Roman Poets, are here tranſlated, not ſo 
uch from one Language to another, as from Words to 
Actions, and from dead, inanimate Characters, to 
living Figures of the Things themſelves. For theſe 
Sort of Plays are acted by Men, Women, and Children, 
culled out and educated for that Purpoſe; and the Ma- 
nagers are at a vaſt Charge, for Variety of proper 

cenes and Dreſſes for every Occaſion; each Actor 
being exactly apparelled according to the different Qua- 
lity of Perſons repreſented; and the Mode of the Age 
and Country wherein they lived. „ 

Theſe Sorts of Divertiſements are very agreeable 
both to the Court and City. The King takes great 
Delight in them, eſpecially in Ballads and Paſtorals, 
which conſiſt chiefly of good Songs and Dances, mixed 
ith bold and uncouth Entries of Antiques, repreſent- 
ing Monſters and Devils, as the Chriſtians uſually de- 
ſeribe them. x 
But there was lately a Check given to their Sport, 
by an Accident which has ſurprized all People that 
ear of it, and has puzzled the moſt intelligent Heads - 
to give an Account of ſo ſtrange an Occurrence. _ 
On the 19th of this Moon, the King and the whole 
Court were preſent at a Ballet, repreſenting the Gran- 
deur of the French Monarchy. About the Middle of 
the Entertainment, there was an Antique Dance per- 
formed by twelve Maſqueraders, in the ſuppoſed Forms 
of Demons. But before they had advanced far in their 
Dance, they found an _—_— amongſt them, who 


3 


-, LzrrERs Writ by | 
by increafing the Number to Thirteen,. put-them quits 
out of their Meaſures; For they practiſe every Step 
| and Motion before-hand, till they are perfect. Being 
1700 abaſhed therefore at the unavoidable Blunders the Thir- 
190 teenth Antique made them commit, they ſtood ſtill like 
_ Fools, gazing ar one another: None daring to unmaſk, iſ 
| or ſpeak a Word ; for that would have put all the Spec- 
tators into a Diſorder and Confuſion. Cardinal Maxza- 
| 


ini (who was the chief Contriver of theſe Entertain- 
ments, to divert the King from more ſerious Thoughts) 
N oed cloſe by the young Monarch, with the Scheme of 
| the Ballet in his Hand. Knowing therefore that this 
'Y Dance was to conſiſt but of Twelve Antiques, and 
taking Notice that there were actually Thirteen, at firſ 
imputed it to ſome Miſtake, But afterwards, when he 
= perceived the Confuſion of the Dancers, and that they 
5 could not proceed, he made a more narrow Enquiry 
|. into the Cauſe of this Diſorder. To be brief, they con. 
vinced the Cardinal, that it could be no Error of their, 
by a Kind of Demonſtration, in that they had but 
twelve Antique Dreſſes of that Sort, which were mad: 
on purpoſe for this particular Ballet; whereas the thir- 
teenth Dancer was diſguiſed after the ſame Manner 
Therefore they concluded, that either the Devil ot 
ſome Body elſe, had put a Trick on them. That 
which made it ſeem the greater Myſtery was, that whe 
they came behind the Scenes to uncaſe, and examine the 
Matter, they found but twelve Antiques, whereas 0 
the Stage there were thirteen. | 
The preciſer Sort of Bigots gave it out for certain 
That the Devil was amongſt them: Whilſt others more 
robably ſay, it was only ſome envious or ambition 
Dancing-Mafter, who was either reſolved to be revengel 
| for not being one of the Twelve, or deſigned to ſhey 
bis Parts Incognito againſt another Opportunity, and in 
the Interim, ſet the Court a wondering at his fingulz 
Skill and Dexterity : For it was obſerved, that one lf 
the thirteen far ſurpaſſed all the reſt, and did Things (0 
a Miracle. | | | 


Be 
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Be it how it will, it has brought to Memory a Paſ- 
ige that happened on the like Occaſion at a Town not 
ar from Paris, about eighteen Years ago, yet was not 
alf fo much talked of then, as it is now; which was 
he Reaſon I took no Notice of it in any of my Let- 
-rs. But now they are big with it: It is the general 
Diſcourſe of all Companies who make Compariſons of 
hat Event with this. Perhaps it will not be unpleaſant 

> thee to know it. TT 

In the Year 1644, toward the latter End, a Com- 
any of Stage - Player: were at a Place called Vitiy, en- 
ertaining the People with Comedies; but there hap- 


nd ened ſomething really tragical to one of the Actors. 
rſt his Man was to perform the Part of one Dead, and 
be ien he was to revive again by Magick. He acted his 
e art too truly, and baffled the Necromancer's Art. For 


hen he touched him with his Taliſman, as the Rules 
f the Play required, in order to his Reſurrection, the 
animate Trunk could not Obey. The Man was 
Dead indeed. . | | | 
Whether he overſtrained himſelf in imitating the ſi- 
nt, ſtill, and irrecoverable Privations of that paſſive 
tate, and gave his ſlippery Soul a ſtrong Temptation, 
ith a fair Opportunity to _ its Bonds ; or whether - 
leaven had a particular Hand in ſo remarkable a Ca- 
ophe, I will not preſume to divine. But this, and 
he other Occurrence, has put the People quite out of 
onceit with Plays. | | | 
Sage Hali, remember the Arabian Proverb, which 
ays, It is not good to jeſt with God, Death, or the De- 
il. For the Firſt neither can, nor will be mocked ; the 


hird pats an eternal Sarcaſm on thoſe that are too fa- 
niliar with him. | : 


Paris, 30th of the 1 ff Moon, 
of the Tear 1662, 


Ws LET 


econd mocks all Men, one Time or other; and the 


=: Lar TE ks Writ 5 
LETTER XI. 
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6 OD unravel my Soul, reverſe my Faculties, tum 
my Nature inſide out, make me a Monſter of a 
new Predicament, or annihilate me, which he pleaſe 
if I am not true to my Truſt; yet the Miniſters of the 
Porte ſuſpect me. oe | | 

By the Thoughts of Mahome? our holy Lawgiver, 
whilſt he was climbing the boundleſs Heights of the 
Firmament, I have a Heart like the Roman Curti us, who 
bravely leaped into the fathomleſs Abyſs to fave his 
Country from Ruin. They miſtake Mahmut, who 
think he will be pimped out of his Loyalty by Frowns or 
Smiles, Flatteries or Threats, Gold or Tortures. I would 
run the Riſque of Damnation itſelf to ſerve my Sove- 
reign, or to do any Thing becoming a Man of Honour. 
Yet my Superiors uſe me like a Villain or a Traytor. 
Their Letters are full of Reproaches and Threatning, 
as if I were not worthy to live. It is ſtrange to me, 
whence all this Malice ſhould proceed; and that after 
have done and ſuffered all that could be expected from 
a Muſſulman in my Poſt, to demonſtrate my incorrup- 
tible Fidelity to the Grand Sigmor, J ſhould ſtill be per- 
ſecuted as a Tiafer, and Enemy to the Ottoman Inte- 
reſt. I know not what to think of it, 

If I have done any Thing which deſerves Death or 
Impriſonment, why do not they ſend for me to Cu- 
ftantinople, and execute Juſtice on me? Or if I am not 
thought fit to continue any longer in this Poſt, why do 
they not call for my Commiſſion, and give it ſome Body 
better qualified? Either of theſe would be a merciful 
Proceeding, compared with the more cruel and ignom!- ne 
nious Way they have invented to murther me : For, 
now, they put me to a lingring Death, by continually 
corroding and waſting the Peace of my Soul,, which 1s 


my Life, with Contempts and Reproaches. , 
| . + Ton 


- 
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J am not at all troubled when they tax me with A- 
heiſm, or ſay, I am a Kyſilbaſchi, a Libertine, a Chriſtian, 
Heathen Philoſopher ; or when they are pleaſed to make 
Monſter of me, a Mungrel Gallimaufry, a — 

otpotch, compounded of Jew, Tark, Nazarene, an 

Epicure. In loading me with theſe opprobrious Titles, 
hey rank me with ſome of the greateſt, Mortals, and 
ngage even our Holy Prophet himſelf to eſpouſe my 
auſe, and vindicate my Reputation; fince he is in 
heſe very Terms blaſphemed by the Followers of Je- 
vs : Thoſe Infidels forgetting that their own Meas 
vas after the like manner traduced by the Jeaus, who 


he alled him Impoſtor, Magician, Heretick, Devil, and I 
ho now not what. This has been the Lot of all holy 
his en and Prophets, to be envied and aſperſed by the 
ho randees of the Nation and Age wherein they lived: 


Becauſe they boldly removed their Vices, and taught 
hem the ſincere Maxims of Virtue both by Word and 
xample. And though I have not Vanity enough to 
iſt myſelf in the Number of Prophets, or perfect 
en ; yet I have Reaſon to conclude, that all this Per- 
ecution is raiſed againſt me, on the Account of the Liber; 
y I take to reprehend the Errors and Failings of thoſe, 
ho are Slaves to the Grand Signior as well as I: Though 
have been commanded to do this by the moſt Auguſt 
iniſter of the Empire. But great Men in Power love 
dot to be told of their Faults. They would live Arbi- 
rary as Sovereigns, without the leaſt Check or Controul. 
They will rather cheriſh a thouſand Flatterers and Syco- 
dhants, than ſuffer one Diogenes to live. | 1 
But that which vexes me moſt is, that they glance 
pon me in ſome Expreſſions, as if I were falſe to the 
ruſt which is repoſed in me. A Crime for which 1 
ver had an invincible Abhorrence, and which would 
ooner tempt me a thouſand Times to die, than to be 
dnce guilty of it. Thou knoweſt my Temper, and I 
ced ſay no more. . 
I ſhould have burſt with Grief and Indignation, had 
not given my Reſentments this Vent, and that to-a 
| - " Friend 
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Friend who, by knowing my Affliction, takes on 
Half of it for his own Share, and ſo I am eaſed. 


Paris, 24 of the 4th Moon, 
L of the Year 1662. 


LETTER XII. 


To Ibrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, Preacher t 
55 the Seraglio. | 


HEY have a Proverb here in the Weſt, whid 
ſays, All is not Gold that gliſters. And it is fre 
quently verified in their own Priefts, who are general) 
the greateſt Hypocrites in the World. — 
I had not been long in this City, before I fent a Let 
ter to Bedredin, Superior of the Dervifes of Cogni in 
| Natolia, whoſe Soul is now with Gop ; wherein I gan 
him an Account ef the Converſe I once had with ; 
Jeſuit, For, pretending to be a Student and Retaine 
to the Clergy, I could not avoid the Company of Ic 
cleſiaſticks; beſides, it was my Intereſt to inſinuate in 
to their Acquaintance ; and to tell the Truth, I han 
made a great Part of my Buſineſs to gain a Familu 
Tity with Prieſts and Derviſes, ever ſince I came I 
ther. | 8 5 Ns 
There was Abundance of Reaſon for this, on ſever 
Accounts. For I improved myſelf much by the 8 
ciety of thoſe amongſt them that are learned; and! 
'edified not a little by the very Ignorance and Follies d 
others. From ſome I fqueezed out ſecrets of State, ail 
the Deſigns of Cabals : By others I penetrated into tit 
myſterious Vices of their own Order. In a Word, alld 
them taught me ſomething or other which I knew nd 
before; and I never had occafion to repent of keeping 
them Company. | | 
I contracted a particular Friendſhip with an hone 
Friar or two in this City, who were Perſons of w 


— 
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gor and Learning: But now they are dead. Beſides, I 
ave had no ſmall Intimacy with Cardinal Richlieu, 
ind his Succeſſor Mazarini. I tell thee, if I had not 
oveted the Friendſhip of theſe Princely Prieſts, yet it 
ad been impoſlible to eſcape their Knowledge, as ob- 
cure a Figure as I make. For it was their conſtant 
practice, thus to ſeek out all the Strangers and Travel- 
ers in this City, under Pretence of that great Regard 
hey had for Men of Merit, but in reality to pump out 
df them Foreign Secrets. | 

Cardinal Richlizu profeſſed a great Kindneſs to me, 
becauſe | had been at Conſtantinople, and in other Parts 
of the Grand Signior's Dominions. He ſeemed alſo to 
alue me not a little for my Skill in interpreting Greek, 
clavonick, and other Languages of the Eaſt. What he 
hought of me in his Heart, I cannot divine; but I have 
Reaſon to think that he ſuſpected me for a Muſ/alman. 
And yet I wonder he never ſearched for the main 
Proof, the Mark of Circumciſion. Perhaps, it.was an 
Effect of his good Nature, as being loth to ruin me ir- 
recoverably. But I rather aſcribe it to Providence, 
which would not ſuffer him, it may be, to make ſo fatal 
a Reflection: Yet by his Order ſome Years ago, I was 
impriſoned for fix Moons. What the Meaning on it was 
I could never dive into. But I had a ſhrewd Jealouſy 
of a certain Tranſilvanian Reſident at this Court, who 
perhaps might do me ſome ill Offices. The World is 
like a Lottery, wherein we muſt expect to meet with 
many unlucky Chances. | 

By what I have ſaid, thou wilt eaſily perceive, that 
though the Prieſts make a fair Semblance of Piety, Mor- 
tification, and other Religious Virtues, yet they are 
uw Buſy-Bodies, and wholly taken up in ſecular Af 
alrs, | | 
If this were the worſt Character they deſerve, they 
might paſs for very good Men, and neceſſary Inſtru- 
ments of the publick Welfare : Becauſe they have the 
| Tutelage and Guardianſhip of all Mens Conſciences ; 
they form them in their Yourh, and govern them in their 
ripeſt Years : Beſides, they have many Advantages of 


fludy- 
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ſtudying the. Politicks more than other Men, as being 
all Educated in the Academies, where, if they be not ve 


a 

Ty dull, they cannot fail of becoming good Hiſtorian, i 
and indifferent Stateſmen. For .their Libraries abound ] 
with all manner of antient and modern Writers, and c 
their Converſation is generally refined and pregnant it 
Intrigues. 5 | | a 
But they corrupt their Learning with falſe Maxime. 
which they borrow from an intolerable Pride and Sen- o. 
ſuality 3 perſuading themſelves that they are as fad 
above other Men, that is, the Laity, as thoſe are a- : 
bove the Beaſts; that Gop has beſtowed on them c 
a Dignity ſuperior to that of the greateſt 'Temporal Mo. 2 
narchs; and, in fine, that this Earth is a Paradiſe, fa 


and themſelves the Gods and Lords of it. 

When' I ſpeak at this Rate of the Nazarene Prieſts, 
underſtand me not without Reſtriction. There are 
ſome good and holy Men amongſt them, Perſons of un. 
blemiſhed Manners, and incorrupt Sincerity. But, 
theſe are very rare; and the French Prieſts are eſteemed 
the moſt fincere of any within the Pale of the Romas 
Church. 5 | ” 

As for the 7talian Clergy, they are meer Libertines; 

the moſt debauched and profligate Fellows in the World. 

Adonai the Few, a late private Agent of the Grand 
Signior, who had travelled up and down through all al 
and reſided a conſiderable Time in the chief Cities and 
Towns of Note, made many curious Obſervations and 
Remarks on the Lives of the Prieſts, which he ſet 
down in his Journal. This I have by me now, it being 
ſent me, according to my Deſire, after his Death by 
Zeidi Alamanzi, his Succeſſor in that Station, who 1s 
at preſent at Venice. , | | 

I have peruſed this Relation myſelf, with no ſmall 
Pleaſure ; and believe it will not be unwelcome to thee, 
to give thee an Abſtract of what he ſays. I 

It is poſſible, he may exaggerate ſome Things, and 
deliver himſelf too partially in others, out of the natu- 
ral and inherent Averſion the Jews have for the Chrif- 
lan. But thou wilt find, that, in the Main, he Fo 
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ts only on ſuch Reflections as it becomes any Man to 
ake, who has the leaſt Spark of common Morality 
ad Reaſon. | 4 

In the firſt Place, he finds Fault with the Ecclefia- 
cks, in that they abſtain from Marriage themſelves, 
t recommend the State to the Laity as a very holy Sa- 
ament and Myftery of Religion : Whilſt they indulge 
emſelves at the ſame Time in all manner of Laſci- 
ouſneſs; wallowing in Fornication, Adultery, Inceſt, 
ad Sodomy itſelf. He ſays, there is hardly one Prieſt 
Ten, who does not keep two or three Harlots ; and 
e moſt Recluſe Derviſes are either Pimps to other 
ens Luſts, or they indulge their own with the moſt 
famous Courtezans and Catamites. Theſe Pretenders 
Perfection and Sanctity, are often found Maſquerad- 
g and Revelling about the Streets, in the Time of 
e Carnival, with a Company of Whores for their 
ttendants. Nay, all the Year round their Monaſte- 
es are no other than Stews or Brothel-houſes. They 
troduce Women into their Cells in a monaſtick Habit, 
d ſo they paſs for Men who come to viſit them as 
iends, Relations, or Travellers. Theſe Ladies of 
eaſure lie thus concealed for many Days and Nights 


gether, And the ſuperior of the Convent winks at 
is for a little Money, being moſt commonly as bad as 
of them. | = 26 
nd Theſe Holy Fathers go marching and ſlouching along 


e Streets, in the moſt mortified manner imaginable, 
du would take them for perfect Santones and Idiots. 
et this is but all Mummery, whilſt they are the moſt 
ozing Hypocrites in the World, meer Devils in a City, 
d abounding in wicked Thoughts and Practices. 

Adonai tells a pleaſant Story of a young Monaſtick 
St. Dominick's Order at Rome. This Monk was of 
ble Extraction, and his Parents were very rich and 
werful in the City. On which Account he was in- 
Iged many Liberties denyed to the reſt of his religi- 
$ Brethren. He was permitted to carry good Quan- 


J ies of Gold and Silver about him, for his perſonal 
in- rpences; and to wear a ſecular Habit, ſuitable to his 
ſts EN 


Binh 
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| Birth and Quality. But this Liberty had like to hy 
proved fatal to him one Night during the Carnival. 

It was late, and very dark, wben this Religious Bul 
was beating the Streets, upon the Hunt for Whore; e 
and walking under certain Piazias near the River Ty, 
he was accoſted by a Woman maſked, and in a ve 
good dreſs, who ſpoke to him frankly, aſking him th 
Way to 1! Rotundo. This is the Name of a Church if" 
Rome, dedicated to All the Saints; In the Time of ti 
Gentiles, it was called Pantheon, or the Temple of ii 
the Gods. 'The Monk being in one of his ramblin 
' Equipages, and his Inclinations equally bent on Ple 
ſure ; having alſo a hundred Florins about him; p 
ſently made anſwer, He would conduct her to the Plan 
ſhe enquired for. She, after ſome counterfeit Eſſays 
a modeſt Repulſe, at length accepted his Offer: A 
by the Way he perſuaded her into a Tavern. The cat 
ning Nymph managed her Buſineſs ſo well, that Her 
Monk over-heated with Wine, and other coſtly Ill 
tertainments, grew ſo in Love with her, that he forg 
ſhe was to go to the Pantheon, and offered to wait on it 
Home. She accepted the Motion, and telling him he 
| Houſe was ſeated on the Banks of the Tyber, they ha 
turned the ſame Way as they came. of 

When they arrived at the Piazzas, where they ils 
met, three Perſons appeared muffled up in Cloaks: Ty Lot 
of which ſuddenly ſeized the Monk, holding their Po 
yards at his Breaſt ; whilit the Third diſcloſing the hi 
den Light of a dark Lanthora, which he held in ht 
Hand, faſtened on the Lady, and made her unmil 
As ſoon as he ſaw her Face, he ſtamped and raue 
menaced and ſwore he would be the Death of that YP 
lain who had debauched his Wife. All this was bot | 
fore-laid Deſign. Ina Word, after all the Parts of aun: 
. abuſed, incenſed, revengeful Huſband, ated to AW © 
Life, at laſt, through the Interceſhon of the two ode 
Ruffians, and the Monk's penitent and ſubmiſſive A or 
dreſs, it was concluded to ſpare his I.ife, and « 
trip him naked; leaving him in that Condition to . 
bis Fortune among the Watch. : 12 
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This was ſoon put in Execution, and the Free. 
doters, with all their Prey, ſecurely marched off. The 
dor Monk, thus miſerably abandoned, without Gar- 
tents, Money, or any Thing to comfort him in this 
alamity, or to bribe the Watch, gave himſelf over to 
elancholy and Deſpair, in regard this Accident would 
ing an eternal Infamy on him, and he ſhould be no 
dnger able to ſhew his Face in Rome, the Seat of his 
ativity 3 nor among any of his Kindred and Friends. 
ometimes he thought to drown himſelf in the Tyber, 
in elſe to counterfeit a Frenzy, and ſo run brawling, 
BT ivelling, and talking Nonſenſe through the Streets; 
oping the reſt would never be divulged. Z 
Whilſt he was in theſe penſive Thoughts, irreſolute 
hat to do, the Watch, walking their Rounds, bolted 
oon him on a ſudden; and ſeeing a naked Man, at 
dat Time of Night, in ſuch a ſolitary Place, at firſt 
ere ſtartled, as though they had met a Ghoſt ; but re- 
flleting themſelves better, they boldly ſeized his Per- 
dn, and examined how he came in that Condition, 
It was in vain for him to beg, intreat, and promiſe 
y Thing, if they would not expoſe him to open 
hame. This did bat increaſe their Curioſity and Suſ- 
cion. In a word, the Place of their Rendezvous be- 
g very near the ſame Tavern where this unfortunate 
fonk had regaled his Strampet, they led him thither, 
d kept him Priſoner untit the Morning. He that 
pt the Houſe remembered his Face again; and knowing 
at the Governor of Rome had a ſecret Enmity. againſt 
de Monk and all his Race, fent him private Intelli- 
ence of this Adventure, encouraging him to take this 
pportumity of Revenge ; hinting withal, that he need 
ot take Notice, that he knew the Monk, but only - 
uniſh him as an ordinary Fellow, breaking the Laws 
the City. - 
The Ca glad of this Occaſion, when the 
onk was brought before him, ordered him to be 
hipped through the very Street where his Monaſtery 
ood. This was done accordingly ; and as he paſſed 
the Gate, his Brethren, ſeeing him in that Condition, 
e e ruſhed 
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their Houſe and the whole Order. 


This has been his Courſe ever ſince the Death of Cx 


and other ſoft Entertainments. But as ſoon as he wi 
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ruſhed out, and reſcued him from the Executions! 


Hands, breathing Revenge againſt the Governor, ay 
all that were concerned in putting this Diſhonour ( 


I muſt be forced to break off, before I have informs 
thee of half their Tricks, leſt I ſhould tire thee wii 
the Length of my Letters. Beſides, it is neceſſary ( 
me to conclude, unleſs I would miſs my Opportunity 
For the Poſt tarries for no Man. | 

Venerable Haggi, live thou to enjoy the ſerene Pla 
ſures of Virtue and Innocence, and pray for Mahny 
that he may never be ſtained with the Corruptions a 
Vices of Infidels, among whom he reſides. - 


Paris, 1©2h of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 


* 
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LETTER XIII. 
To the Chiaus Baſſa. i 


HE French King's Genius ſeems altogether ba 
on Martial and Politick Affairs; and though! 
allows ſome Moments to his Love, yet the greateſt Pat 
of his Time is conſecrated to the neceſſary Affair 
State, and to the Improvement of Military Diſciplin 


dinal Mazarini. That Miniſter, whilſt he was living 
endeavoured nothing ſo earneſtly as to divert the your! 
Monarch from minding Buſineſs, ,by Plays, Ballady 


dead, the King began by degrees to forſake his youthfil 
Recreations, and look into the Affairs of his Govert: 
ment. 85 8 

The firſt bold ſtroke of Regal Authority which h 
gave was the ſuppreſſing the Superintendant of the! 
nances, a very antient Office in Fance, but much abuſel 
of late by thoſe who have enjoyed it. For having 1 
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agement of the Royal Revenues, it has been found 
| that they embezzled them to their own private 
s, purchaſing Houſes, Caſtles, Towns, and the fair- 
Eſtates in the Kingdom for them and their Poſterity, 
The laſt in this Office was the Sieur Fouguet; who, 
des the Waſte he made of the King's Money in this 
xd, was laying up an extraordinary Proviſion of 
ms and Powder in Be/l-1/e, a Sea-Port of France: 
ich gave the King ſo great a Suſpicion of his ill De- 
is, that he went in Perſon after him as far as Nantes; 
being there farther informed of a private Corre- 
ndence held between the Sieur Fouguet, and ſome 
lecontents of Cardinal de Retz's Party, he cauſed him 
de arreſted, and ſent Priſoner to the Wood of Vinci- 
From whence he has ſince been brought to the 
ile. This was done in the gth Moon of the laſt Year, 
| was the Occafion of erecting a new Chamber of 
ie, to enquire into the Conduct of thoſe who were 
ployed by Fouguet in the Management of the Finances. 
The great Diſcoveries this Chamber has already made 
the Cheats and Tricks practiſed by thoſe through 
oſe Hands the King's Revenues have paſſed, will, 
s thought, move the King to eſtabliſh it as a perpe- 
and Sovereign Court of Inquiſition: So that not 
Value of an Aſper ſhall henceforth be paid out of 
Royal Treaſury, without the Approbation of this 
amber. He has alſo retrenched many ſuperfluous Of- 
s in his Houſhold, that he may the more eaſily ſup- 
t the Charges of thoſe that are neceſſary. | 
hou wilt better comprehend the Wiſdom of this 
nce, when thou ſhalt know, that he truſts nothing 
olutely to his Miniſters, but pries into every. Thing 


nt, as narrowly as the moſt important Concerns. - He 
kes daily Reformations among his domeſtick Ser- 
pts, and new models both the Army and the State: 
hich is alſo no ſmall Argument of his Courage, and 
+ Greatneſs of his Spirit; in that he dares contradi& 
Methods of all his Progenitors ; take the Frame of 
mighty Government, as it were, to pieces ; and 

| having 


nſelf., He examines Matters of the ſmalleſt Mo- 


Publick Entry, as is uſual between Friends. But ti 
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having mended every Thing that was amiſs, join it 
_ gether again; but after a Pattern wholly depending 
his own Judgment: This has aſtoniſhed the greateſt Stain 
men of the Age, who conſider the Boldneſs of 
Undertaking, and yet cannot find one falſe Step in | 
Meaſures. For, whereas formerly the Princes of 
Blood, the Officers of the State, the Governors of f 
vinces, with other Grandees, having given frequa 
Trouble to the Kings of France, and not ſeldom rait 
Civil War when any Thing diſguſted them (ſo great u 
their Power, and ſo ſmall their Dependance on th 
King:) This Monarch has, by a happy Effect of l 
Judgment and Reſolution, given To dextrous a Tut 
the whole Syſtem of the Publick, that the Princes fi 
_ themſelves more aggrandized than ever; the Officent 
the Crown perceive their Dignity encreaſed with n 
Luſtres, and the Governors of Provinces exerciſe 
ſtronger Hand over their Subjects; yet all of them u 
reduced to an entire Dependance on the King himſel 
not being in a Capacity ever to rebel again: Whict ve 
eſteemed a Miracle of Policy. As he has thus gaind 
the Point of his Subjects at home, and eftabliſhed nc 
Realm in the moſt perfect Oeconomy that can be in 
gined; ſo he has recovered a particular Honour abro 
that until this Time has been always diſputed bete 
the Crowns of France and Spain. | DW 
It ſeems an Ambaſſador from Sqwweden arrived at ti 
Engliſb Court in the 1oth Moon of the laſt Year : Ti 
French Ambaſſador ſent his Coaches to honour tit 


 Spanih Ambaſſador, deſigning to affront the Fran 
ſent his Coaches alfo to attend the Ceremony, accon 
panied by his own Servants, and a Rable of idle Pe 
ſons whom he had hired on purpoſe. Theſe fell on tit 
French as they were paſſing along the Street, killed 
veral of them, and by force ſtopped their Coaches, u 
til thoſe of the Span; Ambaſſador were got befo 
them ; the Pre-eminence of Place being the chief Thin 
aimed at. 


Th 
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his was highly reſented at the French Court, and 
y body thought that a freſh War would break out 
n between the two Nations on this Account. Fhe 
ry young Monarch commanded the Spani/h Ambaſ- 
pr Reſident here to depart the Kingdom; and when 
ther was ſent to ſupply his Place, the King forbad 
to enter his Dominions. Complaints were made at 
drid, and all Things tended to a Rupture, Until at 
pth the King of Spain having promiſed to make 
isfaftion, his Ambaſſador was received at this Court, 
o aſſured the King, That his Maſter diſavowed the 
ion of his Miniſter in England, and had given ex- 
Command to all his Ambaſſadors in Fo reignCourts 
to diſpute the Place with thoſe of France, but to 
Id to the latter, where they ſhould both be preſent 
the ſame Entry. This they declared in the pre- 
e of thirty Foreign Miniſters reſiding at this Court: 
hich has raiſed a vaſt Reputation to the King of 
znce among all his Neighbours, and ſtruck the greater 
verence into his Subjects at home. 3 
In a word, he is looked upon as the moſt fortunate 
nce in Chriflendom, and every State courts his Friend- 
p. He gives the Law to the reſt of Europe, yet re- 
ins himſelf Arbitrary and above Controul. 

How long his Affairs will continue at this Height, is 
own only to God, who exalts and abaſes whom he 
aſes; who is the ſole Monarch of all Things, reign- 
for ever without the leaſt Shadow of Revolution or 
ange. ; 


ris, 12th of the 71b Moon, 
the Tear 1662. 
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LETTER XIV. 
To the ſame. 


2 2 
. 2 
{ 


| > was late when I finiſhed my other Letter, be 
; the Hour of the Devil's Range, when. the Infen 
 , Spirits are permitted. to air themſelves in this Uy 
World. Methoughts I heard the Clattering Ecchy 
the Gates of Paradiſe, which are ſhut at that Seaſon 
keep out the Dzmons from entering and diſturbing: 
Repoſe of the Bleſſed. This made me conclude ſo; 
© ruptly, leſt ſome buſy Scribe of the Dark Regio 
ſhould have inſerted Evil in my Letter whilſt I w 
aſleep. I recommended myſelf to God, and went 
Bed. After two Hours reſt, awaking, I perceived 
the Crowing of the Cocks, that the Troops of H 
were retired to their Den, chaced down by Ard 
and the Guardian Conſtellations of the South, and 
the Angels of the ſecond Watch. Then I aroſe, 
chearfully addreſſed myſelf to God, praiſing him 
the ſucceſſive Benefits of Day and Night, and extoli 
his magnificent Works, with the exquiſite Order ti 
he has eſtabliſhed in the World, Remembring alſo d 
I was a Man, and not born to ſleep, but to ſervet 
Grand Signior and my Friends, I readily ſet Pen 
Paper again, to give thee a farther Account of | 
French King and his Court, with ſuch Occurrence 
have happened of late. | 
This Monarch is very ſingular in his Conduct! 
Manner of Life; not brooking to be confined to ! 
Maxims of others; but ſquaring all his Actions! 
Rules of his own: Yet it 1s dificult to find a Fault 
his Proceedings. He hears the Advice of his Counk 
lors and Friends ; and when they have done, he con 
ces them in many Things, that they are under a Miſtas 
which makes them admire the Force of his Reaſon, 1 
the Readineſs of his Wit, eſpecially when they ſee 
Events anſwering Expectation. | | 
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either is he altogether ſo intent on State Matters, 
that he ſometimes gives himſelf the Diverſion of a 
iliar Diſcourſe with the moſt ingenious Artiſts of all 
s, who find themſelves much improved by the 
ckneſs of his Invention, and the Solidity of his 
gment in the Mechanicks: For he is an excellent 
Smith, Sword- Cutler, Arrow-maker, and every 
ng that becomes a King to profeſs, Op 

e is a good Architect alſo, and takes vaſt Delight 
Buildings, having laid the Foundations of ſeveral 
ynificent Structures, Palaces of a noble Deſign, and 
nded to outvy the moſt polite and glorious Fabricks 
antient Greece and Rome. For, I tell thee, this 
narch would not willingly come ſhort of any of the 
/ars. | | „ | 
\t the Beginning of this Year, he aggrandized his 
art, by a Promotion of ſixty two * 4 of the 
y Spirit. I have often mentioned this Order in my 
ers to the Miniſters of the Porte ; and thou that haſt 
in France knoweſt, that it is the next Step to being 
le Peer of the Realm. I ſhall only inform thee, 
during the Ceremonies of this laſt Promotion, the 
es of Vendoſine and Longueville had a Feud about 
Precedency, which at laſt was adjuſted in favour of 
former. In a Word, the King declared the Houſe _ 
Vendoſine to have a Right of Priority before all other 
ices, and to ſucceed in the Throne itſelf, next after 
Houſe of Bourbon. | b ES 
his is looked upon as a bold Effort of Royal Power, 
has ſtartled all the Court. No leſs ſurprized were 
to ſee the Duke of Lorrain reſign all his Eſtates to 


during his Life. - 

And, now the King having weathered the Point with 
his Enemies, both Foreign and Domeſtick, ſtudies 
hing more earneſtly, than to divert his Queen, and 
et his Subjects taſte the Sweets of Peace, the Effect 
lis matchleſs Fortune, to which even crowned Heads 


themſelves compelled to ſtoop and ſubmit. 


On 


King of France, reſerving only the Poſſeſſion of 
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On the 5th of the foregoing Moon, by his Appi 
ment was held a Tournament or Carouſel, as the 5 
call it. This 1s a ſort of Exerciſe on Horſeback 
Imitation of the ancient Manner of fighting with $ 
and Shield. , . 8 
The Place where they ran, was railed about, 
magnificent Choiſes erected for the Queen and Ladis 
the Court to fit in, as Spectators. The Divertiſen 
was very pompous ; and the King was one of the ( 
batants. The reſt were the Duke of Oran 
King's Brother, the Prince of Conde, the Duke 
Enguien Son to the Prince, and the Duke of Cy 
Each of theſe led a Troop of Horſe into the F; 
That of the King's was habited after the manner of 
old Roman Knights. The Duke of Orleans's mat 
Figure like the -Per/ians : The Prince of Cond:'s rl 
ſented the Ozrtomans: The Duke of Enpnicn's Tru 
were in Indian Habits ; and the Duke of Guize's appe 
ed like the Savages of America, It would be to 
dious to deſcribe the particular Magnificence of er 
Suffice it to ſay, that they were all prodigiouſly nuj 
ick and rich in their Equipage. The Courſes alſo th 
made were brave and full of Gallantry. But the Pi 
which was a Diamond of great Value, was adjudgel 
the Prince of Conde by the Queen-mother. 
One of the former Kings of France loſt his Lise 
this Royal Exerciſe, being run through the Eye intot 
Brain by the Spear of an Ergliſh night then at 
French Court, and one of the Combatants : For whi 
reaſon, the following Kings of France forbore toe 
vole Nlemſelves to the like Danger : But this you 
Mars fears nothing, being as venturous. and bold as y Mie 
Sultan Amurat, the Trophies of whoſe victorious Can 
bat with the Perſian Challenger at the Siege of Bah 
hang up in the Treaſury to this Day, as Monuments 
his invincible Courage and Strength. Sultan Achni 
alſo took great Delight in throwing the Lance with! 
Courtiers in the Atmeidan, Theſe are Sports fit f. 
Kings and great Generals. And ſome of the Nom 
Ce/ars themſelves would play the Gladiators. 
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1 is not lawful for me to cenſure or reflect on the 
ions of my Sovereign. But I will tell thee what 
> French ſay of him by way of Contempt; That he 
er combated in his.own ' Perſon with any Thing but 
orous Hares and Hinds, It makes me bluſh to hear 
> great Emperor of the Eaſt thus blaſphemed by the 
pphane Mouths of Infidels. And it were to be wiſhed 
would do ſome ſurprizing Action, to raiſe himſelf an- 
er Character. I ſay no more, but recommend thee 
God and the White Angel. = 


is, 12th of the 7th Moor, | | 
of the Year 1662. | 5 


** 


LI 
Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at Ve- 


n ice. 5 ö | 


HOU haſt obliged me beyond Expectation, in I 
| that ample Hiſtory of thy Life, which thy Letter 
ntains. I eſteem thee not the worſe becauſe thou wert 

Im of Chriſtian Parents, but rather put the higher Va- 

2 on thy Merit, in that being bred in Superſtition and 
ror, thou haſt voluntarily embraced the Truth, with- 

t any Proſpect of advancing thy Intereſt. 

When a Man of a noble Stock, born to Riches and 
onours, bred in Softneſs and Delights, and actually 
ſlefſed of a fair Eftate, ſhall thus abandon his Coun- 

y, Relations, Friends, and Acquaintance, with all his 
tive Rights and Enjoyments, purely for the Love of 
od, reſigning himſelf wholly to the Will of Deſtiny, ' 
jd the Conduct of Providence, without conſulting his 

n Eaſe and Delight in this World ; It is an evident 
4 of a faithful Heart, and that his Integrity is with- 

t dtain, h 


All 
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All this, and much more, it ſeems, thou haſt d 
and therefore thou can'ſt not fail of being happy int 
World, and in Paradiſe. | | 

I am extremely pleaſed in reading the various 
ventures of thy Youth, thy early Inclinationg to 
foreign Countries, and thy actual Travels thr 

Europe, Aſia, and Africa, This is the only Way to l 
true and compleat Wiſdom. For a Man edihes a th 
ſand Times more by his own perſonal Experiene 
Things, than by all the moſt elegant Deſcriptions 4 
can be made by others. Beſides the Advantage of | 
coming expert in the ſeveral Languages and Dialed 
the Earth; which he can never learn ſo perfect) 
Books, as by converſing with the Natives of each Ca 

try through which he paſſes. | | 
Beyond all this, there is an infinite Pleaſure in ſe 
the Variety of Objects, which every where expoſe ti 
ſelves to a Traveller's Eye. There is nothing moret 

lightful to human Nature, than to try all Things. 
is cloyed with what is too familiar to him. The m 
magnificent Palace would appear like a Priſon to 
that were always confined to it. The greateſt Fil 
and moſt ſhady Groves would afford us no Refreſhne 
if we had not Liberty to ſtragle out of them when 
pleaſed. Man is naturally wild as other Animals, a 
it is bad as Death to be reſtrained of his Freedom. 
had rather at certain Seaſons range a Wilderneſs 1 
over-run with Weeds and Briars, than in the moſt i 
gular and fragrant Garden in the World. I vol 
/ willingly chuſe the Fatigue of climbing up a hi 
\ ſteep, craggy Mountain, for the Sake of a new u 
larger Proſpect, before the Eaſe. of walking always 
- alow Valley, or even Plain, though graced with net 
ſo many inviting Objects, which muſt always be t 
- ſame: So fulſome are the very pleaſures we are daily a 
cuſtomed to. | 
I doubt not but that it was very agreeable to thee! 
thy Journies,, when every Remove, thou madeſt fr 
Stage to Stage, promiſed thee ſomething novel and frei 
A Man in ſuch Caſes is apt to think the Sun him 
" nei, 


a Syy at PARIS. 97 
w; who hath'ſhined upon him from his Nativity: The 
ir, the Earth, and Waters, appear not the fame Ele- 
tents in different Places; or, if our Reaſon convinceth 
their Nature is not changed, yet we look upon them' 
s Maſquerades, every Day in a new Dreſs; eſpecially 
hen we go from one Religion and Climate to ano- ' 
er, the Strangeneſs of the Diſguiſe is heightened. 
o infinite a Variety preſents itſelf to thoſe who travel. 
But nothing affords a Man greater Delight, than to 
> familiarly acquainted with the different Habits, 
aws, Cuſtoms, Manners, and Religions, of Mortals 
ke himſelf. .' To ſee them in one Part of the World 
Wloring the Sun, becauſe he ſhines on them but once a 
ear, whilſt all the reſt of the Time they are ſhut up 
| continual Darkneſs, very near being ſtarved with 
old, and making hard ſhifts to live; in another to 
ehold them grimacing, and hear them curſing that 
orious Planet, becauſe he is always too near them, 
ndring their Countries barren, drying up their Wa- 
r, and ſcorching their Perſons almoſt to Death; muſt 
eds be delightful to a contemplative Man. And for 
ght we know, the Laughter of Democritus might be 
je Reſult of as good Thoughts as Heraclituss Tears. 
ho would not ſmile to ſee ſome paying divine Ho- 
durs to the Scare-crow of the Garden, to a Tree, a 
og, a Dog, or any Thing they firſt caſt their Eyes 
in the Morning, as they do in Lapland? And yet 
o can forbear to weep, when he ſees Men profeſhng , 
believe the Laws of Moſes, and the Mefas, (who 
dth preach up the Divine Unity) pretending to the 
reſt Religion in the World, and bred in the Study of. 
e Sciences, worſhip Stocks and Stones, Pictures and 
nages, Nails, Rags, Bones, Hair, Bits of 614 Wood. 
any Thing that their cunning Prieſts impoſe upon 
em as Ahab NH 557 0a 
Happy art thou, Zeit, who art freed from theſe 
pperititions; of the Nazarenesz'.and' thrice happ „ 
at thou haſt changed them for the Faith“ Weich 
, the Doctrines of Truth and Reaſon, the Prachcts 
' fincere Morality and Virtue. Thou haſt notmun- 
Vol. VI. F 55 ned 
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ned a Rock to fall in a Quickſand, nor abandoned Ib 
latry to fink into Atheiſm: but thou haſt eſcaped fi 
narrow Gulphs and Streights, into a free and opa 
Sea; from the dark Fogs and Miſts of frozen Chriti 
| anity, to, the bright Empire of the Oſmant, the ſeren 
Company of True Believers, where Charity and Ze 
are in their genuine and primitive Warmth. - 
Since the. Time that thou firſt liftedſt up thy FingM 
to Heaven, and madeſt a Confeſſion of One Gov, ali 
Mahomet his Apoſtle, none of the Imaums or Molla 
have ever attempted to circumvent thy Reaſon wit 
feigned Miracles, fooliſh Pilgrimages, Tales of oli 
Women, Fictions of Poets, or any holy Frauds. Thai 
perceiveſt nothing but downright Integrity in the Con 
verſation of the Faithful. Whereas 'the Chriſtian, 
whom thou haſt juſtly deſerted, have a thouſand Wind 
ings and Turnings, Foldings and Intricacies, in ther 
Doctrines and Lives. So that it is almoft-as eaſy foi 
blind Man to walk from Paris to Conſtantinople, as ful 
theſe Infidels to grope out the Way to Paradiſe, througil 
ſo many Meanders and Mazes: bey. are involved ui 
a perfect Circle of Error and Vicge. 
Praiſe be to Gop, who planted the Moon in the 
Heavens, and cauſes the Stars to dart their refreſhin 
Rays by Night; thou art happily delivered out of ther 
Snares. Let not thy Reſidence now among them exe 
tempt thee to return to the religious Vanities of ho) 
Trrifles, which have once made thee fick at the Hear 
Remember, that thou beareſt in thy Body the Mark 
2 a, True Believer, the Seal of a great Sacrament, tht 
Character of a profound Myſtery; Circumciſion, tht 
Emblem of Purity, by which thou art more enabled, 
than by the Blood of the Polonian Lord, thy Fathe!, 
which ſtreams in thy Veins. | But now thou art incor: 
rated into the Society and Lineage of Ibrahin, tit 
luftrious Patriarch, and Friend of Gop. Confide! 
that thou art, as it were, ingrafted into the gloriow 
Stock of the Iſmaelitet, born to ſubdue all Things, and 
in the determined Time, to poſſeſs the Empire of the 
Univerſe. Thou haſt the Honour alſo to m - 
*X r 
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Crand Signior, Lord of the Climates and Seas, majeſt- 
ick Heir of the Ottoman Houſe, Shadow of God on 
Earth. | | | | 
Hold faſt therefore the Profeſſion of an unblameable 
Faith; and whatever Temptation thou mayeſt meet 
ith, keep thy Mind — fixed on the unſeen Joys 
of Paradiſe, the Crown of juſt and faithful Men, the 
Reward of ſuch as adhere to God and his Prophet 
without flinching. | 8 
Mahmut ſalutes thee in Imagination with a parting 
Ki, and an affectionate Squeeze of the Hand, which 
thou knoweſt was, in all Ages, a Token of hearty 
Good-will and Friendſhip. 3 | 


Paris, 15th of the oth Moon, 
of the Tear 1662. 


LETTER XVI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


HERE is like to be a Breach between this Court 
and that of Rome, if the Pope doth not conde- 
ſcend to the Demands of the French King, who ſtiles 
himſelf the Eldeſt Son of the Church, and therefore 
highly reſents an Indignity that, has been done him of 
late, in the Perſon of the Duke of Crequi, his Embaſſa- 
dor at the Roman Court. : 
It ſeems, the Pope's Guards on the 2oth of the 8th 
Moon, made an Attempt on the Life of this Miniſter 
tand on his Wife: They alſo put barbarous Abuſes on 
all the French that were in that City: Inſomuch as the 
Duke and Dutcheſs of Cregui were obliged to quit 
Rome privately, and retire into Tuſcany ; being adviſed 


nd, BN to take this Courſe, by all the Cardinals and other 
w Grandees that are Friends to France. 
nd F 2 


The 
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The King received News of this by an Exprek, 
which came from the Duke of Crequz on the 11th of 
the gth Moon. And he was paſſionately touched at ſo 
ſacrilegious an Injury, whereby he is not only Wrong. 
ed himſelf, but the Law of Nations is violatec in 2 
moſt notorious Manner. „ 1 
' Wherefore, to ſhew his Reſentment, on the ſame 
Day that the Courier came from Rome, the King or- 
dered the Lieutenant of his Guards to tell the Pope's 
Nuncio at this Court, That he muft forthwith depart 
| = Kingdom, under the Conduct of thirty Horſe. 
This was performed accordingly; and the Nuncio was 
hurried away immediately, without ſuffering him to 
ſpeak with any Perſon living, fave thoſe who were to 
accompany him to the Frontiers: And this Order wa; 
publickly proclaimed in Paris. The King alſo wrote 
to the Pope, demanding Satisfaction for ſo horrible an 
Outrage; and cauſed Diſpatches to be ſent to all the 
Cardinals in Rome, adviſing them to contribute what 
lay in their Powers, towards a good Underſtanding be- 
tween the Pope and him, proteſting, that — the 
Calamities which might follow were not to be laid to 
his Charge. This is a modeſt Way of threatning, 
uſed by Chriſtian Princes, who do not always ſpeak in 
Thunder, like our Eaffern Monarchs when they me- 

mace Var. — - ; 1 5 8 | 
I relate this as a Thing, which though it appear of 
| ſmall Moment at the Beginning, yet its Conſequences 
may be great and extenſive, if the French King and the 
Pope ſhould come to an open Rupture. All the Prin- 
ces in Europe would find themſelves engaged on one 
Side or other. And we Muſſulmans might live to ſee 
the whole State of Chriftendom disjointed, alienated, 
and embroiled in Wars among themſelves, whereby 
they would lay their Countries naked and open to the 
invincible Arms of the Ottomans, a Lineage of high 

Renown, and deſtined to ſubdue all Things. | 
But it is thought the Holy Father at Rome will not 
farther provoke ſo daring and powerful a Monarch, as 
him of France, by juſtifying the Inſolencies of his Ja- 
: | nizaries, 
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nizaries, who proceeded to that Height of Fury, as to 
diſcharge Guns into the Windows of the French Am- 
bafſador, killed ſeveral of his Retinue, and aſſaſſinated 
the Dutcheſs of Cregui in her Coach, as ſhe paſſed a- 
long the Streets. 


Illuſtrious Miniſter, theſe are Violations not practiſ- 
ed by the moſt barbarous Savages. And it is an evi- 
dent Sign of decaying. Empire, where. the Publick 
Faith is thus perfidiouſly broke. Goo infatuates the 
Infidels, that he may ſpeedily bring them to Ruin: 
Whereas he daily enlightens the Juſt Followers. of the 
Prophet, and directs them in the Ways of Proſperity 
and Peace. 5 „ 


Paris, 3d of the 11th Moon, 
of the Tear 1662. 


LETTER XVII. 


$7: Mohammed, the ilſtrious Eremite of 
Mount Uriel, in Arabia 8 


N the Name of God, Benign and Merciful, I ap- 
proach the Reſidence of great Sanctimony, the tre 
mendous Solitude, the Cave bleſſed by frequent Viſita- 
tions of Angels, and by the former Preſence of the 
moſt Sublime among Was Mahomet the Legate of 
the Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of Alla, King of Hea- 
ven and Earth. Alla] There is but one! Whoſe Name 
reſounds through all the Orbs Above, when pronoun- 
ced by the faithful Adorers of the Divine Unity on 
Earth: And the Eccho thereof, from the Adamantine 
Gates of Paradiſe, reaches the Abyſs of Hell, ſtriking: 
the infernal Spirits with Horror and Aſtoniſhment. 
They tremble at the Sound of the dreadful Word, 
which chains them up -in their Priſons of Darkneſs. 
Whereas had they Faith, they would rather rejoice, 
| 1 believing 
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believing that the fame Word will one Day releaſe 
them from their Torments. For ſuch is the Clemency 
of the Omnipotent, as our holy Doctors teach. | 

O Mohammed, Friend of the Moſt High, and Te. 
nant to his Prophet; I have experienced, that it i; 

ood and wholeſome to begin every Thing we do or 
ay, in the Name of Gop. Whoſoever doth otherwiſe, 
either fails in the Progreſs, or the End of his Deſign, 
and remains in Confuſion. Taget creeps into his En- 
terprize, and through Malice ſpoils it, robbing a Man 
of his Crown: Or Negidher, the Spirit of Envy, winds 
himſelf in, and intangles it: Or Ablis, the Dzmon of 
Melancholy, caſts a Bans on it, and bereaves the Un- 
dertaker of his Joy, Such is the Fate of thoſe who 
through Profaneneſs, Sloth, or Contempt, forget to 
pay the due Veneration we owe to the Author and 

ource of Providence, and good Succeſs. : 

Let us not therefore think the Time miſ-ſpent, which 
is taken up in the Praiſes of Him who has neither ge. 
ginning or End, Father of all the Generations in this 
viſible World, and that other which is concealed from 
Mortals. He is the Governor of our Lives, and our 
fole Patron in all Neceſſities. Let us extol and magni- 
fy his Attributes without End. _ 

I am by Nature contemplative and thoughtful ;. but 
I muft needs acknowledge, that I owe to my Educa- 
tion among the Muffulmans the Force of my Faith and 

Religion. The various Turns of Fortune and Expe- 
rience which I have had in the World could never yet 
blot out the Impreſſions of my early Years, or dimi. 
niſh the Reverence I have for our holy Prophets. | 
often revolve in my Mind the Series of paſt Ages, and 
the Hiſtories of former Times; the Origin of Nations, 
and the various Laws, Religions, Wars, and Changes. 
I traverſe the different Epochas of the Poſterity of . 
brahim and the Gentiles, comparing the Date of Iſrael $ 
Tranſmigration out of Egypt, with the Years of Nabr- 
naſſar and the Olympiads. In all of them I find great 
Obſcurity, Contradiction, and Doubtfulneſs, which 
puts me upon examining the Records of Egypt and the 

a 2 COS Aſſyriani. 


ian, The Antiquity: of both is very great, ahd 
* 2 comes far ſhort of the Chineſe Chronology, and 


that of the Indian Bramins. 


that which can never be diſcovered; when FP. confider 
W the Probability of an — in the Time of 


„ Wab, and the Arguments which almoſt demonſtrate. 
„the contrary, comparing this with the Flood vf Deuca- 
„bin, and that other of Ogyges- In a Word, when Lre- 
n flect on the numberleſs Incongruities that are found in 
I the Regiſters of paſt Ages; I cannot but conclude, 
there is as much Reaſon for me to believe, That Gop 
- WY has determinately thus darkened the Knowledge of 
0 BE Mortals, as that he confounded the Language at Babel, 
0 according to the celebrated Relation of Mofes. Whence 


it will be but loſt Labour for us who live in theſe latter 

Times, to ſeek for any Aſſurance or Certainty of the 

Truth, in Matters of ſo remote and early a Date. 
Wherefore, leaving every Nation to their own Tra- 


u ditions, the Jexvs to the Manuſcripts of Moſes and their 
n Rabbies; the Gentiles to the Fragments of Hermes Triſ-- 


negiſtus, Orpheus, Homer, Heſiod, Theophraftus, and 
other Sages of Egypt, Phenicia, and Greece; I, for 
my Part, acquieſce to the Volume of Majeſty, the 


tors, Arabians, the Sons of Iſnael; not puzzling my- 
4 WY elf with endleſs Diſputes and * ; not cenſuring 
others who worſhip God after their own Way, and the 
ei Documents of their Fathers; but firmly believing, That 
be who ſerves Gop according to the Dictates of his 

| BS Reaſon; who is juſt to Men and Beaſts, and in all 
d WR Things conſerves an innocent Purity of Life, is as 
3, WY acceptable to the Great Creator, and Impartial Judge 
s, of the Univerſe, as he that has had the R to 
„be inſtructed in the poſitive InjunRions of Heaven, the 
revealed Will of the Omnipotent. And this I take to 
de the Senſe of our Holy La giver, of the Maſſas, and 
at orf all the Prophets in general. 

h Doubtleſs, that ſupertatively Merciſul and Indidlgent - 
ne connives at the Frailties of Mortals; He pities the in- 


F 4 vincible 


When I. have tired my Soul with a vain Search of 


great Alcoran, and to the 3 of our holy Doc- 
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vincible Ig 17 — of ſome, and the fatal Neceſiia 
of others. He | 
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20 Haſnadar- Baſſi, Chief Treaſurer 10 Hil 


Ct!!! 37G HOT 30 6 f63TY 
Fo HE French have newly felt the Motions of a Joy 
1 whoſe Birth and Growth was like chat. of a Mul. 
rome, fudden and ſwift, the Product of a very liti 

Time, and which ended in Mourning and Tenn 
The Moon of November beheld a Daughter born u 
the Queen of France: But that Planet had hardly at 
ried the News through all the Signs of the Zadiaci 
and commanded the Stars of France to celebrate a Dr 
nalma; before ſhe was obliged toi be the Meſſengers 
more ſad; Tidings, and to proclaim the Death of thi 
| young Princeſs to the Conſtellations that aſſiſted at le 

| Birth. 0 ; + SIO | | 


In 
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In a Word: She was born on the 18th of the 11thr.- 
Moon, and died on the zoth of the 12th. It looketh as 
if ſhe only came into the World to be a Witneſs of the, - 
Concluſion of the Peace between her Father, Lewis 
XIV. and her Grandfather Philip, the King of Spain; 
and fo return to the Region of ſeparate Souls. % 

This Peace was, in General Terms, ſigned and ſealed 


long ago, but there remained ſome Difficulties'in ad- 


juſting the Limits of the French Conqueſts, which were 


referred to the Management of Commiſſioners on both 


Sides: And theſe, after they had debated the Matter for. 


W the Space of two Years, at St. Omers, Arras, and Metz, 


at length finiſhed the Negotiation on the 25th of the 
11th Moon of the laſt Year; which was juſt ſeven 
Days after the Nativity of the French Princefs. | 


This Royal Infant alfo lived to ſee Dunkirk, one of 


the ſtrongeſt Sea-Ports in the World, re-delivered to 
her Father by the Engliſb, in whoſe Hands it had been 


ever ſince it. was firſt taken from the Spaniards. The 


King took Poſfeſſion of this important Place in his own 
Perſon; entring the Town on the 2d of the laſt Moon. 


It is looked upon as a grand Overſight in the Eng- 


liſb, thus tamely to part with a Fortreſs which is inex- 
pugnable by Land, and commands the Northern Seas... 
But Money over-rules all our Confiderations. And, it 


W ſeems, the Engliſh Court had'occafion for Gold. 


There is lately a good Underſtanding eſtabliſſied be- 
tween: this King and the Emperor of Germany. They 
often write friendly Letters one to another, and ſeem 
to be perfectly reconciled. To ſpeak the Truth, this 
may be called the pacifick Year among the Inhabitants 


Jof Europe. For, excepting ſome Skirmiſhes and Bra- 


vados of War, between the amard and the Porty- 
zuese, all the reſt of Chriſtendom is in Peace. And the 
Pertugueze have fo ſtrengthened themſelves by marry- - 

ing their Infanta to the Eng King, that, what througir 
his Aſſiſtance and the Aid of France, they have almoſt 
reduced Spain to a Neceſſity of making Peace. — 
Thou wilt fay the Portugueze have over-reached the 
ngliſh in the Dowry they gave with their Infanta. 
f F. 5 This 


1 


Choco 
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This js only the Town of Tangier in Barbary. A 
Place which will coſt them far more to defend againſt 
the Moors than it is really worth. For theſe bold 4- 
fricans will perpetually aſſault the Town, and obli 
the King of England to maintain a vaſt Garriſon in it, 
| beſides a Multitude of other Expences. This makes the 
Portugueze ſecretly ſmile, to find themſelves handſome- 
ly rid of two great and burthenſome Charges, a Daugh- 
ter of the Royal Blood, and an old Fortreſs of no Uſe 
or Service, fave only to diminiſh the Publick Treaſure, 
_ make away with ſome Thouſands of Men every 
ear. 

IIluſtrious Grandee, It is no ſmall Encouragement 
to the poor exiled Mahmut, that though he be malign- 
ed, ſlandered, and perſecuted by his Enemies, yet he 
fttill finds Protection and Friendſhip from the principal 
Miniſters. And that inſtead of Checks and Reproach- iſ 

es, to which I was formerly accuſtomed, my 4 | 
now augmented to the Proportion of my neceſſary Ex 

ences; Money 1s ſent me with a liberal Hand, and my 

landerers are put to Silence and Shame. 5 
Thou mayeſt acquaint the Divan that there is nov 
at this Court the eldeſt Son to the King of Denmark 
What his Buſineſs is, People conjeQure variouſly, 
Some ſay, it is Love; others affirm, it was only the n 
Deſire of ſeeing Foreign Courts drew this Prince fron 
dig ative Country. Ss : 
Thou mayeſt alſo inform them, that the Duke oi 
Savoy has maried a Princeſs of the Blood Royal, they WW * 
call. her Mademoiſelle de Valois. Eliachim the Jew lis 
dangerouſly ſick of a Fever. 4 =_ 

As for me, who never had my perfect Health ſince 
came to Paris, yet I retain a ſound Mind, and a Heat 
inviolably devoted to the Intereſt of the Grand Se. 

gnior: Whom God long preſerve on the Throne oil 
the Ottomans. | | 


Paris, 10th of the 1 Moon, 
be Tear 1603. 
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To the Kaimacham. 
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'ERE is a Man come to this City, a Calabrian by 
Birth, and of all Countries by Education: For 
he hath been a Traveller from his Infancy, if what he 
relates of himſelf be true. He ſpeaks all or moſt of 
the Languages of Europe very fluently, and is reſorted 
to by People of divers Countries, under the Character 
Hof a Fortune- Teller and Phyſician. He performs both 
Parts to the Admiration of all that have been with him. 
The Princes and Nobles of France viſit him daily, 
and fo do Perſons of meaner Birth. They diſcover ta - 

him their ſecret Maladies, and this Apollo ſeldom fails 
of Succeſs in curing them. He beſtows ten Hours a. 
Day in freely converſing with People of all Ranks and 

. healing the Diſeaſes of ſome, and telling to 
others their future Deſtinies NN 
I went to his Chamber one Day, net to. learn my 
Fate (for I have little Faith in modern Prophets or A- 


. | | ; 
„ (rrologers; nop to be cured of: any qr having 
he no Eſteem for Quacks and Empiricks; beſides, I was 


Win good Health at that Time) but Curioſity was the on- 
ly Motive which led me thither, that I might improve 
myſelf in other Reſpects by this Stranger's Company, 
Wand learn ſomething which I knew not before of Fo- | 
Reign Courts, whereby I might become more ſervice- 
ble to the Grand Seignior in this Station, and farther - 
unravel the Secrets of Chriſtian Princes. For ſo it of- 
en falls out, that a Man reaps ſome conſiderable Ad- 
Wantage from the Society of Travellers and Men of 
Experience: And I had good Reaſon to hope for ſome - l 
Profit by this Man's Acquaintance, who is thought 
worthy to be courted by the Grandees of France. | 
Wherefore I addreſſed my ſelf to him with Abund- q 
ance of Ceremony and Regard; - uſing alſo as much J 
Diſſimulation as I thought neceſſary, to conceal myſelf | 
and the Deſign I had in coveting his. Friendſhip. I. 
| | ſeemed _ L 
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ſeemed a great Admirer of judicial Aſtrology, ani 
told him I was very ambitions to learn the Rudimeny 
of that Sciende from him, having heard his Skill high. 
ly commended, not only. by vulgar Fame but by th 
Mouths of Men of Senſe and Quality, who gave hin 
a fair Character. I ſaid a great deal more to infinuzr 
my ſelf into his godd Opinion. But there being Con 
pany with him, he returned my Compliments wit 
much Civility, and deſired me to come to him at: 
more convenient Seaſon, and to leave my Name, th 
he might order his Servants to give me a kind Recyi 
tion at any Time, if he himſelf ſhould be out of thi 
May, becauſe it was common to ſend many from ti 
Door without introducing them. - I:told him my Nam 
was Titus of Me[dawia, and that my: Buſineſs at Pan 
was to ſtudy in the Academy, in order: my Prefer 
ment in the Church. When he had taken this down i 
Writing, with the Hour and Minute of the Day, aft 
the Manner of Aſtrologers, he begged me to excuk 
the Neceſſity he was under of returning to his Comp 
ny; and ſo I took my Leave. t 1538 5 
Not many. Days after, I went to him again, full d 
Hopes that I ſhould benefit much by his Company 
But as ſoon as he ſaw; me, he ſurprigedo me with tk 
Language 0 3 
. © Sir, You have ventured [much in coming to nt; 
for now it is in my Power to diſcover you and you 
*, Buſineſs in this City. But if I ſhould . betray a1 
Man, my Gift would be taken from me. I am ne. 
ther a Follower of Moſes, Jeſus, or Mabomet, nor uf 
any Sect that is now extant on Earth: But I ado! 
« the Spirit and Soul of the Univerſe, which is Eten 
« and Infinite. Therefore I hate no Man for his fe 
* ligion, let it be what it will: And you, that are 10 
* what you ſeem to be, ſhall receive no more Hun 
from me in this Place, than the Coadjutor of Pari: 


For I am of no Party or Faction. All Men ares ji 


* qually my Friends who do me no Wrong, and eve! 
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Thou mayeſt imagine that I was in no ſmall Aſo 

niſhment at this Diſcourſe. But recollecting my __ 
: an 


ee 
and conſidering it had always been my Opinion, That 
ensW:cſe Fortune- Tellers deat by Confederacy ; and ſuſpect- 
g that my Name being known to him ſo long before, 
was not difficult for him to inform himſelf ſomething 
f me; or that ſome Body of his Acquaintance who 
aa new me, had feen me go in and out from him, and fo 
ld him ſome of my Circumſtances. I made a Shew of 
rü doing away diſſatisfied, ſaying, It will be but loft Time 
> hearken any longer to you For T perceive you know 
„hing of me, in telling me I am not the Man I ſeem to 
e. No, replied he, with an obliging Kind of Earneſt- 
eſs, you are an Arabian, and ſerve ſome Eaftern Prince 


WV ords ſome former Paſſages of my Life. He hinted 
ait the Dangers IL had been in, during my Reſidence at 
kr Faris ; mentioned my Captivity at Palermo, and the 
ni e- encounter I had with my old Sicilian Maſter. To 
e brief, he told me ſo many other Things which I 
new to be true of myſelf, that I grew very uneaſy m 
is Company, and yet durſt not depart from him of a 
udden, or thew any Diſcontent. But muſtering toge- 
er all the Diſſimulation and Artifice I could, I turned 
e Diſcourſe to other Subjects; ſeeming very importu- 
ate to learn Aſtrology of him, and promifing him a 
arge Gratuity, if he would teach me, I fair y took 
nei eave, reſolving, if poſſible, never to ſee him more. 


rhen I came Home to my Chamber, and pondered 
Wot credulous of Miracles, Prophecies, or pretended 
ear thinking he was endued with an extraordinary Fa- 


Aftrologer. Nay, to this Day I know not well what to 
| onclude of him. He may, for ought I know, be a 
i PD £07: incarnate ; or perhaps he is a Magician. Some- 
Wimes I think one Thing, and ſometimes another. If he 
erforms theſe prophetick Parts by Confederacy, till 
am at 2 Loſs how he ſhould come to know ſo much of 
ne, who always thought myſelf the privateſt Man in 

| > | | Paris, 


— — — 


2 cognito. Then he went on, and told me in a fer 


Never was a Man in greater Anxiety than I was 
hat had paſſed between this Stranger and me. Iam 
tevelations.. Yet I proteſt ſolemnly, I could not for- 


ulty of divining, or at leaſt that he was an excellent 


— I Ee n—_—__ "ee 


. — 


110 LerTTEens: Veit by 
Paris, and have neglected no Methods that were py 
per to render me ſuch intruth. Then I ſuſpect my d 
Sicilian Maſter: is one of this Man's Correſpondenlf 
and has told him; ſome of my Circumſtances : Por 
have no Reaſon to be jealous of Eliachim the Fezv. if 
' muſt be ſome ſuch Way, or elſe he is more than a Mu 
that can thus readily. penetrate into the Secrets off 
hin oe etc fs 7 orretre 31a 
Sage NKaimacham, I. pray God defend thee from twill 
Snares-of Counterfeits and falſe Pretenders: | 


Paris, 13th of the 10th Moon, | | = 
** the Year 1663, TE 55 5 i. 
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LETTER X. 


To the Captain Baſſa. 


X17 HAT I am going to relate would ſeem inen 
l dible to myſelf, and for that Reaſon I woll 
not give it any Room in a Letter to all the diſcernig 
Miniſters of the Porte, were it not confirmed by Leuaſ 
from ſeveral Merchants in the North Parts of Holla on 
to their Correſpondents in this City. And they all: 
gree, That on the gth Day of the Moon of Nowemtr, 
a ſtrange Man was ſeen to float on the Sea, near th 
Shore, being ſupported by a Piece of Timber, a. 
which he fate with a Bottle of ſtrong Waters in lM 
Hand. - Thoſe who firſt beheld this Spe&acle, we! 
fiſhing in a ſmall Boat; and judging him to be tx 
Relick of ſome Shipwreck (for there had been violen 
Tempeſts in thoſe Seas about that Time) made up tv 
him, and took him into their Skiff. He expreſſed hi 
Gratitude for this Kindneſs in the beſt Manner he could, on 
(for no Body underſtood his Language.) And when be 
was come a-ſhore, he fell on his Knees ; and having 
lift up his Eyes and Hands to Heaven, he money 

NT | himſe 
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ſelf and kiſſed the Earth. His Garments were 
de of the Skins of Fiſhes, the Hair of his Head of a 
ren Colour, and he ſeemed not to be faint for Want 


had kept up his Spirits with that chymical Liquor in 
Bottle, which was near half emptied. 


e, and muttered certain barbarous Words, knockin 
Forehead againſt the Ground: Then he roſe an 


at every Stop, with his right Hand extended, 
Winted to that Planet, expreſſing, both in Tone and 
ions, much Devotion and Love. : 
Many learned Men were ſent for, to conſider of this 
anger, and if poſſible, by Signs or other Means, to 
cover from whence he came, and what Fate or Ac- 
zents had thus abandoned him to the Fury of the 


inds and Waves, to the Extremity of Hunger, 


z-Monſters. But all their Efforts were unſucceſsful ; 
ey ſpoke to him in ſeveral Languages, he anſwered 
em, but ſtill in a Diale& different from any of theirs ; 
d altogether unknown. He ſeemed to utter his Words 
a Tone between whiſtling and finging ; which made 
me conclude he was a Chineſe, becauſe that People 
onounce many of their Letters after the ſame Manner. 
d do the Inhabitants of Tunguin and Malabar, with 
her Kingdoms in the Eaſt of Aja; and Letters 
ith them are as ſignificant as Words with the Europe- 
. They ſhewed him Globes and Maps of the 
orld, done by ſeveral Hands, and in various Langu 
s, with particular Charts of all the maritime Regi- 
s on Earth. But to no other Purpoſe than to excite 
s Devotion afreſh to the Moon, whoſe Reſemblance 
e ſaw on ſome of thoſe Papers. He would ſmile at 
at Sight, kiſs his Fore-finger, and with a relizious 
omplaiſance touch the Figure of that Planet: Then 
ming to be in a wonderful good Humour, he would 
rn round and fall a dancing, with his Arms ſtretched 
d turned in the ſame Poſture as thoſe who uſe Caſta- 


WSuſtenance ; which made every one conclude; that 
As ſoon as he ſaw the riſing Moon, he fell on his 


ced after a wild Manner, finging pretty natural Airs; 


id, and Watchings ; and to the devouring Jaws of 


gnets, 


— 2 — 


— — — 


. others of a quite different. No Body could poſitin 
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gnets, or Cymbals: Singing all the while a Sort of: 
articulate Sounds, but ſurprizingly muſical and fy 
So that no Body knew what to make of him. 
| He appeared very temperate, modeſt, and reſign 
refuſing no Meats or Drinks that were offered hin 
yet neither eat nor drank to Exceſs : Neither waz 
diſcontented at his Lodging, or any other Uſage, | 
though they tried to vex him ſeveral Ways, that t 
might ſee how he would vent his Paſſion. But he ni 
at all, and ſubmitted patiently to every Thing theyi 
poſed on him: Es 5 . 
One Thing was obſervable, that wherever he ſawy 
Water, he would run to it immediately, and . 
himſelf, as well as he could in thoſe Circumſtances, 
ver forgetting to: ſprinkle ſome toward that Part oft 
Heaven where the Moon was viſible. And when th 
led him into the Fields or Gardens, he would cropt 
Graſs and Flowers, and with a compoſed Look wolf 
throw them up in the Air, adding ſuch religious ( 
ſtures as convinced every one, that he did it in Hon 
of ſome Power above. Various were the Conjectu 
of Men about him; ſome were of one Opinion, 2 


Ir! 


conclude any Thing. Neither is it poſſible, as I ami 
formed, for the wiſeſt Men in thoſe Parts to find ill 
this Myſtery. ; : | 
Perhaps he is ſuch another as Imaum Ragibilt, 
| Perfian Writer, mentions, who, in the Year of the Hy 
ra 502, was taken up by a Merchant-Ship of India, 
the . of Bab Mend el, pretending to be duni 
but capable of hearing, writing, and expreſſing hin 
feveral other Ways, if any Body could have underſtai u 
his Language. At laſt he was found to be an Erbin 
Slave, run away from his Maſter ; an ingenious It 
low, and one that ſpoke alt the Languages of thi 
Parts; and therefore, that he might be admired, wou 
be ſure to write in a Character of his own Invention nc 
which the greateſt Sages could not read. $ 
Mighty Baſſa, thou encountereſt on that Elem! 
with ſtrange Monſters, and Creatures under no Nani 
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predicament that is known; yet none ſo terrible and 
ngerous as Cheats and Impoſtors. From which I 
y Heaven defend thee and me: For they infeſt both 
e Sea and Land. | 1 


ris, 1755 of the 2d Moon, e 
of the Tear 1663. | 
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C 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Few at Vienna. 


EE Term of our long mutual Silence, enjoined 
| us by our Superiors, is now happily expired; and 
> have with good Succeſs managed our ſeparate Parts, 
thout holding any Correſpondence together. This 
is only a Trial of our Fidelity, Conduct, and Obe- 
ence: Or perhaps it was no more than a Caprice of 
plicy, or a vain Whim of State. For it is uſual with 
eat Men, thus to practiſe Experiments on thoſe whom 
ey deſign to employ in the moſt important Affairs. 
ni hatever it be, we have acquitted ourſelves like truſty 
ves; and that is enough for us. 
This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian Merchant, 
e in whom I confide. Here are abundance of that 
ation in Paris, and other Parts of France. They 
wel up and down from one Country and City to and- 
er, under the Pretext of Trading; but are really 
ies, ſent from the Princes of the Eaſt, to obſerve the 
bunſels of theſe Weſtern: Courts, the Deſigns of Na- 
rene Monarchs, and to take an exact Eſtimate of the 
rength and Riches of theſe Infidels. For, although 
ey outwardly profeſs themſelves to be Followers of 
ſus, yet in their Hearts they believe the Alcoran, and 
dnour Mahomet our holy Lawgiver. - OO 
There is a Kind of Magick in Truth, which forci- 
y carries the Mind along with it. - Men readily em- 
ace the Dictates of ſincere Reaſon. Yet _— thy 
| Nation 
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Nation are obſrinate, and ſhuttheir Eyes wilfully agil 
the very Light of Nature. You over-value yourſelf 
and your Lineage, becauſe you are the Poſterity of I 
the Son of Sarah the Free-woman, and Wife of I. 
Bim reproaching us that we. are the Off-ſpring of 
mae the Son of Hagar, a Concubine and Slave. Yo 
conſider not that //mae! was the eldeſt Son of that li 
rious Patriarch; and that by the Law of Moſes tf 
enacted, That the Firſt-born Son ſhall inherit his 
ther's Patrimony, though he were the Son of a baſe ii 


ject Slave, or hated Concubine. Did Maſes make a Lu 
contrary to that. of his Fathers: Or could [rai 


the Beloved of God, do any Thing contrary to the 
vine Will? How then could he be guilty of difinhenff 
ing 1/mae] his eldeſt Son, the Flower of his Streng 
and firſt Fruit ef his Vigour ? Doubtleſs the Ma 
and Light of Gop which paſſed from Adam to 
Enoch, Noah, and Ibrahim, reſted alſo:on. Iſmael, Hl 
Apparent of the Divine Promiſes, Father of wu 
Princes and noble Nations. 5 | | 
Eet. thoſe therefore of thy. Nation ceaſe: to: boaſ 
their Pedigree, and exalt themſelves above the vici 
ous and triumphant 1/maelites, Children of a ly 
Stock, a Race wherein ſhines forth the Luſtre of 
ancient Renown, and the Right of Primogenitwe: 
Lineage of illuſtrious Honour, multiplied as the Leon 
of the Trees, numerous as the Stars of Heaven, p 
erous in all Things, by the ſpecial Benediction of Go 
Whereas, thou knoweſt the //raelites never made u 
great Figure-on Earth, and are now reputed no bei 
than Vagabonds throug haut the World, ; | 
Your Rabbies Reply to this, by owning that ourli 
ther Iſnael was indeed a great Prince, but that he i 
withal a wild and ſavage Man, who ſupported his 
bility and Grandeur by Rapine and Blood. dwelling 3 
together in Deſarts and unfrequented Places; robbl 
the Caravans of Merchants and Travellers;  opprei 
the Poor, and murdering the. Innocent; In. fine, 
give this Character of him, That his Hand was agit 
every Man, and every Man's Hand againſt him. | 
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ro this Accuſation they alſo add another, That the 
ces of the Eaſt who deſcend from [/mae/- have, all 
g even to this Day, eſtabliſhed their Thrones in 
zelty, Maſſacres, and Parricides. Fathers bereaving 
ir Children of the Lives they gave them, and Child- 
putting their Parents to Death ; Brothers murder- 
Brothers, and facrificing their neareſt Relations to 
Maxims of a barbarous Policy, the reſtleſs Suſpict- 
of State. And that all this is more eſpecially ma- 
eit in the ſublime Houſe of the invincible Ottomans. 
beſe are the Charges of Hebrew Spight, the Slan- 
a which your Doctors caſt on the Progeny of bra- 
| , even on 1ſmael and his Children, to this Day. 
| I would have thee, Nathan, reflect impartially on 
ings, and ſuffer not thy Judgment to be impoſed on 
the Sophiſtry of your Scribes. Look back to the 
itive Times of 1/rael, examine the written Law, 
Records of Moſes and the Seniors. There thou wilt 
et with frequent Examples of thoſe very Crimes 
ch you lay to our Charge ; true Parallels of the ſup- 
2d Tyranny and inhuman Actions, with which you 
the unblemiſhed Iſmaelites. 
Did not your Father Facob ſupplant his own eldeſt 
ther Eſau? Did he not cheat his Uncle Laban of 
Sheep? What was wanting to him of 1/maePs 
our and Fierceneſs, he ſupplied with a Fox-like 
it and Subtilty. Yet how often did he plunder the 
Idren of Hamor, and boaſted afterwards of the 
s he had taken from them with his Bow and 
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hood, which is the higheſt Rank of Nobility an 1 
the Fews. | . 
> Remember how your Fathers almoſt cut off : 
| Whole Race of Benjamin, fo that there were not ,; 
fix Hundred Men of that Tribe left alive. Fomei n 
_alo, how Abimelech of the Tribe of Manaſſe got \ 
Sovereignty by maſſacring ſeventy of his own Bron 
on one Stone, Your own Records ſay, That a 
gave you Kings in his Wrath, among whom there 
not one who was not a Man of Blood. And in. 
whole Catalogue you can ſcarce find four who wer 
_ with Sacrilege, Idolatry, and other enom et 
on . T 
In a Word, Nathan, both the Sons of Inas il - 
Tſaac were but Men; and if thou haft nothing elt = 
object againſt the former, but what thou muſt coll... 
the latter were equally guilty of, I adviſe thee hen 
forth to lay thy Hand upon thy Mouth, and ceaſ 
ſpeak Evil of thoſe againſt whom no Man can ſh no 
his Tongue or Pen and proſper. 2 tar 
Paris, 22d of the 2d Moon, * 
of the Tear 1663. red 
e: 
| | Bj 
LETTER XXE of 
To the ſame. 0 
5 re! 
Concluded my other Letter ſomething imperſeſi tie 
and ſhort of my Deſign ; being interrupted veg 
fudden Deluge of Humours overflowing my Eyes, Ma 
companied with a Tempeſt in my Head, which at o tl 
took from me the Power of thinking regularly, ana 
ſeeing how to write. I am often ſubject to v 
Weakneſſes of late, and to many other Maladt de 
My Body ſenſibly decays ; Age and Care, Watch 
and Sickneſs, with a Thouſand Caſualties beſide, ers 


almoſt diſſolved this congealed Medly of the . 5 
ethin 
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h Nature and Fortune have left a dry withered 


à few evacuated Veins and Arteries ; ſhrunk Si- 
s, Tendons, Muſcles, and Cartilages, to tack this 
hine of Bones together, and keep it in Motion. 
Word, I ſeem to myſelf to be only a Hobgoblin; 
hoſt in diſguiſe ; I cannot ſay incarnate, (for I have 
all my Fleſh) but only bag'd or clouted up in the 
t contemptible Shreds, Rags, and antiquated Re- 
of Mortality, like a Maudlin or Scarecrow, I 
> together by Geometry. 

et, ſuch as I am at theſe Years, I ſtill poſſeſs at 
ain Seaſons more ſerene and vigorous Thoughts, 
in the Days of my Youth, when I was full of 
ow and good Blood. I can feel my Soul ſometimes 
ering her Wings, and briſkly ſhaking off the heavy, 
Clogs of Earth, of Sleep, and of enchanted 
„or living Death. She ſtruts and plumes herſelf, 
nounts aloft and glides in happy, though but mo- 
tary Foretaſtes of eternal Bliſs. And then lured down 


de Fleſh, ſhe comes to hand at call, and being hood- 
ted from the radiant Light of Heaven, ſhe tamely 
es on the meaneſt ſenſual Appetite, which eaſily 
Teys her to her wonted Darkneſs. This is the 

geable State of Mortals, and we muſt not expect 
ed Condition on this Side the Sepulchre. The 
e and the Vulgar are equally liable to theſe Incon- 
ies of Spirit; neither can the moſt exalted State of 


ties of Mankind. They are no otherwiſe diſtin- 


aſtneſs of their Poſſeſſions, their numerous Reti- 
t 0 their unlimited Power, and the vain Pageantry of 

nal Honour. | 
1 we examine the Origin of Nobility and Royal 
1208 deur ; if we trace the Genealogies of Princes and 
th riates up to their Fountain, we ſhall find the firſt 
ers of theſe noiſy Pedigrees to be cruel Butchers of 

„ | | Men, 


hinks, I am now no more than a poor Skeleton, to 


\ for Modeſty's Sake, to cover its Nakedneſs ; 


by Charms of her accuſtomed Eaſe and Pleaſure 


reign Monarchs privilege them from the common 


ded from the meaneſt of their Slaves, than only by 
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muy, as thou art, I ſhould be reverenced as an En 
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Men, Oppreſſors, Tyrants, perfidious Truce- bret 
Robbers, and Parricides. In a word, the moſt pr 
tive Nobility was no other than potent Wickedie, i 
dignified Impiety: And all the ſucceſſive Continuzy 
of it by Inheritance, Election, or otherwiſe, eye 
theſe modern Times, are but ſo many Traduds 9 
orbitant Power and Honour, aequired and propag 
by the moſt enormous Vices, by Practices unworth 
Men, and of which the Authors themſelves are ah 
aſhamed. Therefore they cover their unjuſt Ener 
ments and Invaſions, with the ſpecious Preten 
Juſtice and Virtue, calling that Conqueſt, which 
other than downright Robbery, and profeſſing th 
ſelves Patrons of Mens Liberties and Rights, Rely 
and Laws, whilſt in Effect they are the preateſ( 
1 Hypocrites, Atheiſts, and Out-laws in 
orld. 

This is not only true in the Race of 1/mae! andi 
of whom I made mention in my other Letter, bu 
all the Families which have ever made any eni 7 
Figure and Noiſe in the World. : ri. 
hat were the four renowned Monarchies, bn 
many Empires of Banditti, Governments. of k 80 
booters, Pyrates, and Licenſed Thieves? As Din 
told Alexander the Great. I, ſays he, becauſe] 
« the private Corſair, and cruiſe up and down the _ 
« with one ſingle Ship, am accuſed as a Pyrate: I 
that doſt the ſame Thing with a mighty Fleet 
© called an Emperor. If thou wert alone, anda 
« tive, as I am, they would eſteem thee no bettert 
1 a Thief: And were I at the Head of a numerow! 


« ror. For as to the Juſtice of our Cauſe, there! 
other Difference but this, That thou doſt more! the 
© chief than I. Misfortune has compelled me toi 
« Thief; whereas nothing but an intolerable Pride 
« inſatiable Avarice puts thee upon the ſame Co 
of Life. If Fortune would prove more favoun 
to me, perhaps I might become better: When 
thy continual Succeſſes make thee but the wore. 
lexander admiring the Boldneſs o the Man, - 
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ſoluteneſs of his Spirit, gave him a Command in his 
my, that ſo he might rob and plunder from thence- 
th by Authority. | | 
But I ſhould have begun higher in Antiquity with the 
pire of the Afſprians, founded by Ninus, in the 
od and Slaughter, Ruin and Deſtruction of all his 
ighbours, and increaſed after the ſame Methods by 
Wife Semiramis, who begging of her Huſband that 
might reign for five Days, and he granting her 
queſt, ſhe put on the Royal Ornaments, and ſittin 
he Throne of uncontroulable Majeſty, command 
| Guards to degrade and kill her Huſband. Which 
g done, ſhe ſucceeded in the Empire, adding Ethi- 
to her other Dominions, carrying a War into India, 
encompaſſing Babylon with a magnificent Wall; at 
ſhe was killed by her Son Ninyas. Thus was the 
rian Monarchy eſtabliſhed in Regicides, Maſſacres, 
Carnage. And by the fame Methods it was tranſ- 
d by Arbactus to the Medes; He having cauſed 
lanapalus, the laſt and moſt effeminate of all the 
rian Kings, to die in the midſt of his Concubines. 

s was Treachery and Murder handed down with 
Sovereign Power; until at length Cyrus the Perſian 
ferred them to his Country; whoſe Son, Cambyſes, 
d the ſecond univerſal Monarchy, on the addition- 
uins of many other Kingdoms, cementing it with 
Blood of his Brother and his Son. Yet, after all, 
Jas tranſlated to the Macedonians by Alexander the 
at, not without an equal Guilt of Parricide, and 
er exorbitant Vices. From whom at laſt it devolved 
e Romans. 
hat need I mention the ſcandalous Birth of Romu- 
ind Remus, the Twin Sons of an inceſtuous Veſtal ? 
their debauched Education under a common Pro- 
te, fabulouſly veiled by the Roman Hiſtorians, un- 
the Title of a Wolf, to render the Origin of their 
dire miraculous ? Why ſhould I recount the horrid 
ricide committed by Romulus on Remus his Brother ; 
he celebrated Rape of Sabine Wives, Virgins, and 
os? It will ſeem invidious to call to mind the 
nd! | | deteſtable 
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Title of the fourth univerſal Monarchy. 


Inheritance of the imperial Dignity. Scorning by 
unkingly Tenderneſs to ſpare the glorious Name ur 


ble Lives and wicked Actions of the Neros, Domiti 


juſtice. 


the Nobles and Grandees of the Earth; but content 75 
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deteſtable Murder of Titus Tatius, the good old (. 
tain of the Sabines, with many other barbarous My 
cres. Yet theſe enormous Crimes were the Foun 
tions of the Roman Grandeur and Nobility, fo fon 
dable afterwards to the whole Earth. And the Suy 
ſtructure was anſwerable through all the van 
Changes and Revolutions of Government, even to 
Reign of Auguſtus Ceſar, under whom Rome gained! 


This Emperor, though he was eſteemed the nf 
merciful and juſt Prince on Earth, yet he eſtabliſhed 
Throne in the Blood of his Kindred, ſacrificing; 
Children of his Uncle to the Ends of State: Andi 
he might not deviate from the Royal Ingratitude 
other Princes, he barbarouſly extinguiſhed the Off-pn 
of his Father's Brother, who had adopted him to 


Antony and Cleopatra, to whom he was ſo nearly tc 
lated, and who had inveſted him with the Powe: 
being ſo inhuman. . 1m iD 7 4 | 

I will not make thee fick by rehearſing the abonuMor 


Caligulas, Heliogabuluſes, Galienuſes, and the rel 
thoſe Royal Monſters. Hiſtory itſelf bluſhes to ra 
ſuch Prodigies of Impiety, and their very Name: ter 
odious to all Generations. „ £5 

If we paſs from theſe mighty Empires to King im 
of leſs Note, we ſhall ſtill trace the Footſteps of 
ſame Vices. Both ancient and modern Record en 
full of theſe Tragedies. The original Kingdom of 
Greeks took its Riſe from the Parricide of Dardu a 
and the female Empire of the Amazons began in! 
barbarous Maſſacre of their Huſbands. All 1 
and Nations afford us Examples of this Natu ive 
and the higheſt Honours, Dignities, and Comma 
were ever acquired and maintained by the highelt egi 


Therefore, honeſt Nathan, let thou and I never ei rin 
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1 our Ay at og ſitting; under the Umbrellas of a 


,appy Obſeurity, let us ſerve the Grand Signior with 
tegrity, and a Zeal void of — ˙ » 
aris, 22d of tbe md Moon. 

F the Tear 1663. T6 il 
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i 1 
To Codarafrad Cheik, a Man of the Law. 


3 0-G IETLOL 258: . GH 3s CSE DS £5 i 
HOU wilt approve the Sentence that was Yeſter- 

1 day executed on 2 Frenchman. in this City, who 

aid he was the Son of Gap, and had perſuaded a great 

any poor ignorant People to believe him. He was 


i ornt alive for his Blaſphemy, and his Afhes kicked 
io a Ditch. Had he been convicted of this horrid 
er rnpiety in any of the Grand Signior's Dominions, he 


ad undergone the like, or a more terrible Puniſhment: 
or the, Alcoran expreſly ſays, That Gop has neither 
Wife, Son, Daughter, or Companion: And that 
thoſe ſhall ſuffer. eternal Pains, who. teach any ſuch 
Doctrine.“  Doubtleſs there is but one God, and the 
ternal Unity cannot be divided or multiplied, to make 
jore Gods in Faction, or procreate an Off- ſpring of 
minutive Deities;. He, the Father of all Things, 
ells in eternal Solitude,. and from an infinite Retire- 
tent, beholds, the various.Generations of the Univerſe ; 
., are all equally, his Off-ſpring, and it is Blaſphemy 
d affirm he has a Son, or a Daughter, or a Companion 
ke unto himſelf. For he is uncreated, unbegotten, 
nd entire; ſole Pofleſſor of his own Glory, without 
val or Competitor. There was none before him, 
Weither ſhall there be any after him. He is without 
eginning or End. „„ ö 
But theſe Infidels harbour —— — about a 
rinity of Gods, and follow the DoQrines of Hermes 
Ty megiftus, Plato, Plotinus, and other Pagan Philo- 
Vol VL - G ſophers, 
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ſophers, who aſſerted à Triad" inthe Deity'z'4 and,! 
that Baſis founded all the Polytheiſin df. the Gen 
Hence Pythagoras drew his Tetragrammaton, by piu 
ing the chymical Arithmetician, and extracting a Qu 
ternity out of Three. But the Poets, not puzzling tall 
Heads with the Myſteries of theſe divine and uninu 


ligible Numbers, delivered their Theolo m | 
= Filtions, ſuitable to io THE CEP of th ENG . 
One midwifing -2 Goddeſs out of piter's Bran 
Another ſtarting a a God. aul his Thigh. But this fi 
Fellow could not derive his Pedigree ſo near as fu | 
a little T've of the Divinity. Therefore, he was 
ſervedly reduced to his firſt Atoms, and Þyrnedo out 
the World. ''' ” 
The French have various: Kinds of: Puniſliments 1 
Malefactors; - but none more terrible than breaking . 
the Wheel. This is inflicted only on notorious Cn 
nals, and the Manner is thus: The Party condemned! 
faſtened to a Wheel, with his Arms and Legs extend 
to their full lengt h and wideneſs. Then comes th 
Executioner, a with an Iron Bar breaks one Bur 
after another, until the miſerable Wretch i is in the Ag 
nies of Death, and ſo is leſt to a in unutteril 
Torments : For ſome Men ſtrong Conſt 1tutions vi 
retain Life in this Condition for Teas or more Hou 
together. 
Honourable Colaraſrad, though the Execution! | 
the Eaſt are more ſwift and ſurprizing than thoſe in i ; | 
ke 4 yet they ate not comparable to Aero for Cl 
; the "worlt ath being bat a Minute's Pain. 
8180 Chetk;1 revererice th! ee Knowle. | 
in the Laws of Equity and uſticæ. 1 th 


Paris, ; VT OE TEE 
e Year 1663. GEE >. „„ 
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To Solyman his Couſin, at Chalcedon. 


= Commend thee for removing thus from Place te 
| ; Place; and could wiſh that thou would'ſt not on- 
| ly exchange thy Reſidence through all the Cities 
eated on the Boſporus, Propontis, Euxine Sea, and 
le ar but viſit by Turns all the famous Marts 
the Worth | 
Praife be to Gop, we are not born in Muſcovy, Ruſſia, 
hina, or under the narrow-ſoul'd Governments of I 
brgus, Plato, and ſuch Kind of jealous Lawgivers ; - 
here it would be no leſs Puniſhment than the Loſs of 
e's Eyes, Ears, and Feet, if not of Life itſelf, to travel 
it of his native Country, or for a Stranger to come in, 
cepting Foreign Ambaſſadors and Agents, who in 
bina are forced to travel with their Faces veiled or 
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Eaſt. Both of them have improved their Eſtates an 


muffled from the Confines to the Court, leſt they ſhoul! 
ſpy the Diſadvantages of the Country. _— | 
© Doubtleſs this is repugnant to the Law of Nature al 
Nations, an. Oppreſſion of Humanity, and, direty 
Oppoſite to the Purpoſe of Gop, when he deſigned auf 
made us for ſociable Creatures: For the whole Earth iſ 
but as one Country or Province, common to Men au 
Beaſts. It it our Element, and therefore we ought uM 
free in it, to range where we pleaſe, as the Fowl vi 
in the Air, and the Fiſh in the Sea, without any L 
Reſtraint, or Injury. Such a Thought as this m 
Socrate;, When he was aſked, What Countryman H 
was ? Anſwer, I am a Native of the Univerſe, aſe: 
therefore free to live where I will. | : 
Thou knoweſt our Couſin 1/ouf has travelled over 
Ala and Africk, with ſome Parts of Europe. My Bu. 
ther Peſteli Hali has alſo viſited many Regions in ti 


Fortunes in the World, the one at Afracan, the oth 
at Conftantinople. Follow their Steps, and*thou may 
have thy Heart's Content. Go, and obſerve the dim: 
ferent Manners of Men, their various Cuſtoms, L NMI 
and Religions. Survey the Mountains, Vallies, Deſam th. 
Rivers, Lakes, Seas, Cities, Caſtles, Palaces, and all Hine 
other deſirable Objects, which embelliſh this Globe, T. 
But beware of the Infirmity of moſt Travellers, wh, 
Camelion-like, change their Humour and Manner pe 
the Regions vary through which they paſs : Meer 
micks, Buffoons, and Apes, who place their Excelle the 
cy in imitating every Thing they ſee, or meet wi che 
Thus degenerating from themſelves; inſtead of imp 
'ving their Minds in true Science and Wiſdom, and hu 
dening their Bodies to endure patiently the Injuries Mi Pa 
the Elements, with all the Fatigues and Contingenc 
of human Life, which are the chief Ends of travelliny 
next' to that of Learning how to ſerve our Soverely 
and our Country in a more refined Manner. 
© Solyman, never think that thou wilt deſerve th 
Character of a prudent Traveller, if at thy Return tho 
canſt only boaſt of.ſtrange and incredible Things thV 
haſt ſeen, tell monſtrous Romances, and —_— 5 
DER. 5. abulo! 
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abulous than thoſe of the Gentile Poets. Aim at ſolid 
nowledge, and the Improvements of a rational Crea- 


ure. As thou goeſt out a Muſſulman, ſo return; but 
0 ith all the Advantages that may recommend thee for 
in Perſon accompliſhed in Hiſtory, Morals, Politicks, 
band Divine Philoſophy. To 3 | 


be on high in Paradiſe. 


Paris, 1 2 of the oth Moon | 
| of the Tear 1663. 8 y 


6; LET. 


If thou dareſt not undertake a Ramble at large go 


ith thee r here and hereafter. Finally, may. thy Reſt 
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To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of 1h 1 
Cuſtoms, at Conſtantinople. 


HERE is no Doubt but when thou waſt in te 


ebe, and Morad Batche, were not leſs known to thee, 3 
than that of their Father Cha Ieban, the Grand Mogul al 


Indies, the Names of Sultan Dara, Sujah, Aurenz 


Thy Buſineſs, as well as Curiofity, called thee often u 
the Court, where thou haſt heard the Characters of thel Wl 


young Princes, whoſe early Years furniſhed the World 


with Matter of Noiſe and great Expectations, and gay f g 
the old Monarch that begat them Trouble and Car Jan” * 


enough to keep them in Order, and prevent their Ma. 


chinations againſt one another, as well as againſt himſelf, e 


For in thoſe Days he ſaw his Family divided into Fadi 
ons, and a Royal Envy mixed with Ambition, whetting 
Brothers and Siſters againſt each other, who by Natur WM 
were made for the Offices of reciprocal Love. a 
. . Surely, it is but a glorious Infelicity for Children tobe 
thus born Candidates of a Crown, when each is obliged if 
by a Principle of Self-preſervation, to purſue his Clain, iſ 
in a Method wholly repugnant to Humanity, and the 


Affection that is due to thoſe of the ſame Blood: When 


ſhaking off all Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, the Sons d 


one Mother muſt ſheath their Swords in each others 


 Bowels, to prevent their own Fate; and raviſh a Crow! 8 
by Force, to ſave their Lives. _ 


Yet this is the Misfortune of all the Eaſtern Courts, WW. 
that they cannot ſee a Prince aſcend the Throne with- WW. 
out the Slaughter of his Brethren, and all that can be 
ſuſpected to pretend, or ſtand in Competition with hin 


for the Sovereignty. : 
| However, it muſt be confeſſed, that the Indian Policy MW 

in this Point is far more generous than that of the O4 
mans or Perfians ; who either immediately after theit 
Poſſeſſion of the Throne, murder in cold Blood all - ? 
| | relt i 
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aof their Lineage; or at leaſt impriſon them in ſome 
rx Dungeon during their Lives, and not ſeldom put 
Wat their Eyes. And this is owing to the Diſadvantage 
1 e unhappy Children of our Monarchs lie under, in 
at from their Infancy they are confined to the Seraglio, 
ad educated under the Tutelage of Women and Eu- 
uchs, even during the whole Life of their Father; ſa 
at he who is advanced to the Throne has all the reſt 
his Cuſtody the firſt Hour of his A | | 


12 DT 1 
: = Whereas, in Indoſtan, the Princes of the Blood are 
u, ommitted to able and learned Tutors, and as they 

row in Years, increaſing alſo in Knowledge, Wiſdom, 


ad Courage, they are diſpoſed of, every one ſuitable 
his Capacity. Some being made Miniſters of State, 
chers Generals of Armies, or Governors of Provinces: 
hereby each is put in a Condition to make Parties 
r himſelf, among the Grandees and thoſe of inferior 
egree, and to fortify his Intereſt in Court and City, 
Wountry and Camp. Thus an open Field is left for all 
WD try their Wit and Courage in, for the Sake of Inhe- 
tance; and it is more equal to let them nobly ſkirmiſh. 
r a Crown, and make a warlike Lottery for Life or 
Death, than ſet up one with the Advantage and Cha- 
der of a Butcher, and turn the Seraill' to a Shambles; 
ways polluted with Royal innocent Blood, 

But every r its own Maxims; and there 
re not wanting Men of the Law, who juſtify this in- 
Wpuman Conduct of our Sultans, as the only Means to 
Prevent publick Diſtractions and civil Wars; which al- 
gays 8 where there are many Pretenders to the 
Imperial Dignity ; as it lately fell out in the Indies. 

I need not acquaint thee with what particular Digni- 
ies and Commands the Great Mogul inveſted his four - 
Pons. Thou couldeſt ſufficiently inform thyſelf of theſe 
hings when thou waſt at Dehli, the Capital City of In- 
an. Neither need I ſay any Thing of Rauchenara 
en, or his Siſter Sabeb, the two Daughters of Cha 
„n. Thou haſt been there in Perſon ; knoweſt more 
rr theſe Things than I, who am obliged to the Merchants 
ge | 85 64 . and. 


—_ -- LeT'Tzzs Writ by 
— Travellers for all my Intelligence of the-Tndai 
Affairs. ! LO EDD 0.-COMERERST 1 WV. 
But I can certify thee of ſomething which has ben 
tranſacted there ſince thy — „ 

— whereof perhaps is not yet arrived to the Impei 
ty y.... „ e 4 bee eee eee 
5 Know then} hät in the Year 1655, a Rumotr-beiyiWo 
fpread abroad through - the Provinces of India, m 
Cha lehan was dead, each of his four Sons began via: 
lay about. him for the Crown. They did all that i 
| uſualin ſuch Caſes for ambitious Perſons to do, by cout 
ing the Omrahs and Rejahs with large Preſents ail 
larger Promiſes, by obliging the Soldiery with imme Im 
Largeſſes; in a word, by rouzing up the Friendſhip a 
Integrity of their Adherents, and by winning ov 
Strangers to their different Parties, with whatſoerM 
elſe was thought neceſſary to carry on a proſperous Mu 
againſt one another: For the innate Deſire of reignigi 
had equally poſſeſſed them all. But Deſtiny, whia 
appoints and conſummates human Events, had reſe: 

ved the Crown for 3 who ſurpaſſed all tu 

reſt in Policy and Diflimulation: ot 
With profound Craft this Prince -over-reached ti 
ounger Brother Morad Batche, and put him in Chain 
in the midſt of Morad's own Army; pacifying the 0. 
ficers with Bribes, and the common Soldiers with I. 
creaſe of their Pay, whilſt he ſent their General aw 
Priſoner to one of his ſtrongeſt Caſtles. This was t 
firſt confiderable Stroke he gave toward the gaining 
Crown. For now he was not only rid of one Come 
titor, and the moſt dangerous of all the reſt, but ab 
became Maſter of his Army and all his Treaſur; 
which being joined to his own, put him in a Condition RY © 
to purſue his good Fortune with Succeſs. Yet tie 
War laſted almoſt fix Years ; his Brother Sultan Sujb 
keeping him in play on the Side of Bengal, and Sultal 
Dara near the capital Cities Agra and Debly.' © - | 
But at laſt they were both forced to yield to the Fo. 
tune of Aurengæebe. In fine; he was eſtabliſhed, and 
now fits on the Throne of his Fathers; whilſt _—— 3 
| crifices i 
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acrifices to the Jealouſy and Revenge of their victori- 
Nous Brother; being, as 4 am informed, taken Priſoners, 
en and afterwards poiſoned, or hurried out of the Worl 
te come other Way. "© < | 
i Thus paſſes away human Glory like a Cloud driven 

vefore the Wind; or like the Smoak of a Fire, which 
Wooks bright and gay for a while, crackles and gives 
eat to all that are near it, but is either ſuddenly 
Wouenched with Water, or evaporates into Air, and is 
10 more remembered. : 

Dear Peſteli, conſider that this Earth is not our na- 


lt 


9 bs 
. * 


ive Country: We are Foreigners here below; let us 
m mprove ourſelves by every Thing we encounter, in 
n Knowledge and Virtue, without learning the Vanity 


6 | and Vices of Mortals. 

Ns | 

ers, 4.5 of the 6th Moon, 

i E of the Year 1663. 

a 

er 3 | 

te | | | | 
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- To Uleph, Baſh. 


ERE are great Rejoicings for the Converſion of a 
- certain Proteſtant Prince to the Faith of the Ro- 
an Church. They call him the Duke of Mecklem- 


5 ours. He is ſaid to ſpring from an ancient Race of 
16 Kings among the Vandal. This Court careſſes him in 
en extraordinary Manner, as they uſually do all Proſe- 


Aſſes. / | 

The King, who is ſtiled The eldeſt Son of the Church, 
nd therefore ought to appear a living Demonſtration 
WD: her boaſted Virtues, has been very liberal of his 


- 

Favours to the new Devotee, creating him Knight of 
ebe Hoh Spirit, which is the moſt ſublime Degree of 
ces | G 5 : Honour 


ytes of his high Quality; as for poor and vulgar Con- 
erts, they ſerve only to become the Prieſts Slaves and 


— 8 — 
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Duke of Beaufort, who is cruiſing about on the Mehl 


nor learn what their Expreſſes contain. The Courtia 


fort has engaged with a Fleet of Algerines, and drin 


receive new Orders. 8 


| mg with the Reception of the Swi/5 Ambaſſadon ke 


them through the Streets of Paris. They are bra; or 


Friends, but ſend to all by Turns the Advices tha 
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Honour in this Kingdom, next to that of being mat 
Peer of the Realm. „ I 

Couriers arrive one at the Heels of another from h 


terranean. But I cannot get a Sight of any of then 


and Stateſmen here are the very Whirlpools of Ine 
ligence. Whatever News is communicated to then 
is ſwallowed up and loſt for ever in profound Silene 
They receive all, but return none again. Howeva 
People take the Liberty to gueſs, every Man accord 
to his Reaſon or Fancy. Some ſay the Duke of Ben 


them into their Harbour with great Loſs on their Sil 
and Triumph on his. Others laugh at this as on) 
Court Romance, who ſtrive to prepoſſeſs the Natl 
with proſperous Stories of the King's Arms, both bil 
Sea and Land. Whilſt a third Sort affirm, That tho 
Diſpatches come not from the Duke of Beaufort, wu 
they ſay; is dead, being killed by a Cannon-Bullet, ul 
an Encounter with the Corſairs of Barbary - But, i 
they are ſent from the next chief Officers in the Tui 
Fleet, to give the King an Account of his Death, ane 


In the mean while, we are wholly taken up here! ; 


They made their publick Entry into Paris Yeſterday 
after they had been magnificently entertained at n 


Caſtle of the Mood. A Thouſand Chariots accompanii c 


Jolly Perſons, Sons of Bacchus, and Hirelings to Mar, : 
ſtout in a Wine-Cellar, and no Cowards in the Field. BW 
Courteous Baſſa, Thou ſeeſt I do not forget il 


come to my Hands. I wiſh thou would'ft favour = 
with a ſhort Sketch of thy Pleaſure with the Gran 
Signior in the neighbouring Plains of Adrianople. 


Paris, 10th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1663. _— : 


4. Spy at PARIS: 131 
| E % Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 


the Ottoman Empire. 

rr is hard to determine whether the French King 
nc | excels moſt in Martial Affairs, or in thoſe of 
ver State. He is good at both. His Counſels are wiſe, 
nd his Actions great. A Man both in Body. and 
Mind formed for Empire: And out-ſtripping his Years 
n all Things fave the Affairs of Love. Theſe indeed 
ee purſues with youthful Vigour and Paſſion, being by 
Nature very amorous, and efteemed the handſome 
Prince of this Age, by thoſe who conſider a regular 
Shape, graceful Features, and a majeſtick Awfulneſs 
= the Face, as the principal Ingredients in a maſculine 
eauty. 5 3 
n 4 certain, he is very acceptable to the Ladies, who: 
re the moſt competent. Judges in this Caſe. And they 
alue him fo much the more, becauſe his Love never 
bates the due Sentiments a Monarch 'ought to have of 
his Glory. For he gratifies both- Paſſions, without 
ſuffering them to interfere, managing his ſofteſt In- 
Wtrigues with ſuch exquiſite Prudence, as he ſtill comes 
off a Hero, 5 8 
_ He has had many a Miſtreſs, and it is a manifeſt Diſ- 
a covery of his Wit, that he never faſtened his Affections 
on any that deſerved not the ſame Character. She that 
has the greateſt; Share in his Heart at preſent, is called 
the Dutcheſs of Vaufour; a Woman raiſed to that Title 
by the King's Bounty, for the Sake of his Love. She 
has a refined Wit, and that is all can be ſaid in her Praiſe. 
For, as to her Body, it would hardly tempt. an indiffe- 
rent Painter to employ his Skill, unleſs it were, in de- 
WT {cribing what the Taylor endeavours to hide, and that 
is a Deformity much like mine, a remarkable Bunch in 
the Back. Vet this great Monarch loves her paſſionate- 
ly, and will not be eaſily croſſed in his Amours. | 

| | The 
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The Queen and his Mother have endeavoured by d. 
vers Methods to reclaim him; but all prove ineffe&ualW 
A: while ago they ſet his Confeſſor to work, who, wid 
abundance of. unſeaſonable Gravity, repreſented to t 
young invincible Monarch the ill Confegucnces vf u 
lawful Love (for theſe Infidels eſteem none lawful, bu 
what is beſtowed only on one Wife.) He ſaid all tht 
was proper for a Jeſuit to urge on ſuch an Octaſio 
and a great deal more; threatning the Royal Lover wia 
ſevere Penance, and I know not what. Impatient dM 
this Diſcourſe from a Subject, yet reſpecting the Ch: 
racter he bore as a Prieſt, the King, with a reſerve 
Countenance, thanked him for his pious Counſel, tel 
ing him withal, that for the future he diſcharged hinM 
from his Service, being reſolved to obey the old Canon 
of the Church, and confefs to none but the Prieſt of ti 
Pariſh. Thus the poor Jeſuit was diſcarded, and, be 
fides the King's Diſpleaſure, he has drawn upon him 
the Cenſures and Curſes of his whole Order, for diſob 
liging ſo potent a Monarch, only to pleaſe two peevil Miſc 


Women Coo FFC 2, 
IIluſtrious Miniſter, Kings are as Gods on Earth, r 
and they eſteem it a Profanation of thęir Diviniij itt 
when their Actions are too narrowly ſcanned by ther uU 
Subjects. HA Cr Ea oacea 1 
Paris, tb of the 18 Moon, | M 
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To Peſteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of il 
Grand Signior's Cuſtoms, at Conſtants | 
NG TO „ 
HE News which thy Letter imparts, would 2 

fett me with incredible Delight, were ſuch 2M 


Thing poſſible to come to paſs. It is a long Time fine 
; | | I have 
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have been weary of dwelling in Paris, and of con- 


„ 

| ring only with Infidels. There is a perfect Antipa- 
vy between their Humours and mine. And it is no 
all Violence a Man does to his Nature in ſuch a 
„ase, when all his Actions and Words are counterfeit- 
u. This goes mightily againſt the Grain. But I 
ve thought nothing too much to do or ſuffer for our 
eat Maſter's Intereſt: And I am ſtill of the ſame Re- 
ü lution. Yet Nature itſelf abhors Force and Reſtraint. 


herefore it would be a vaſt Comfort to be recalled 
om this diſagreeable Station, and placed in ſome o- 
er Poſt, where I might ſerve Gop and the Grand 
snior with more eaſeee. 
= Beſides, IJ have met with nothing but Perſecutions 
ad Reproaches from ſome at the Seraglio, ever ſince 


M 

came to this City; as I have often hinted in my Diſ- 
„ tches to the Grandees, and particularly once to the 
ble Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa, our Countryman and 
„ iend. Wherein I alſo implored his Favour and In- 
in rceſſion, that I might have leave to retire into Ara- 


gg, and ſpend the reſt of my Days in the Place where 
Wirſt drew my Breath; or at leaſt, that I might be per- 
Witted to return to Conſtantinople, and, give an Ac- 
unt of my Agency in theſe Parts, though it were to 
Wc Loſs of my Head, if I deſerved it. 


l 1 perceive that generous Baſſa took Compaſſion on 
Wy Sufferings, and has done his utmoſt to relieve me. 
is to him I owe the Propoſal that was made in the 
ivan, of ſending me to the Court of the Grand Mo- 
WW), there to negotiate ſome private Affairs of Import- 
ce for the Sultan. Da 85 N 
There is nothing that J have had a greater Paſſion 
r theſe many Years, than the Happineſs of viſiting 
oſe remote Parts of the Earth, ſo venerable for the 
niquity of their Inhabitants, and the Excellency of 
eir Laws, Cuſtoms, Religion, and Government; I 
ean the Gentile Indians, and not the Race of the Mo- 
, who came out of Tartary, and are but of Yeſter- 
. in compariſon with the Aboriginal People, whoſe 
enealogies and Poſſeſſions of that Country, ftretch - 
ond all the Records in the World beſide. | 


Ever 


n 
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Ever ſince I read the Journal of thy Travels in H 


k Eaſt, 1 was inflamed with an axdent Deſire to ſee H 
þ renowned Nation, to-eonverſe with the Bramins, »ih- 
j | ry into the Myſteries of their unknown Wiſdau n 
f which occaſions ſo much Diſcourſe in the World. Mil; 
g I know not what ails me, but I promiſe myſelf nu 


Satisfaction from their Books, were I capable of undi 
ſtanding the Language in which they are writ, of 
from the Lips of thoſe Prieſts who have them in ti 
Cuſtody, than from all the Prophets and Sages in H 
World. I fancy I ſhould find — prodigiou I 
ſtrange. and amazing in their Hiſtory, yet ſquari 
with human Reaſon, and Probability of Truth. 
fhould meet with Arguments, which J cannot yet tu 
to prove the Eternity of the World; Arguments call 
and demonſtrative: Such as would eſtabliſh this Dr. 
trine, againſt all Objections that have or can be mi 
to the contrary. VA * 
The Idea which I already entertain of fo unmeu u 
rable a Duration, is only founded on my own nat 
Thoughts, and ſupported by the concurrent Opimi in! 
of ſeveral antient Philoſophers. But 1 ſhould hope 
fee it diſcovered by theſe Indian Records, to her 
Truth as bright as the Sun, and fixed as the Centeti 
the Eartn. BL V 
I ̃bere is another Thing, for which T mightily oi 
mire the Indians; and wherein I endeavour to imitt 1 TD 
them to the utmoſt of my Power: That is, the jul l 
and Tenderneſs they ſhew towards the Beaſts: It ec 
Thing which needs a conſiderable Expiation, if 
Chance they kill any living Creature: But, if they u 
it wilfully, out of cruel Wantonneſs or Malice, uM ed: 
not in their own Defence, it is puniſhed with Deu o 
no leſs than if they had murthered a Man. No d 
of Health, or fear of Diſſolution ' by . Sickneſs, a 
tempt one of the Brachman Race to taſte a Bit of Fl 
Much leſs could they be induced by the mere Pleaſ e. v 
of their Appetites, to commit that which they eſt 
ſo enormous a Sin, and the very Foundation of an) 
ther Vices. They count it the greateſt Injuſtice UM 


— 
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be, to ſuſtain their own Lives by the Death of a- 
of their Fellow-Animals; and they eſteem it a Pu- 
uanimity unbecoming a Man, when he dares not 
nture his Life on the Fruits of the Earth, and the 
i of Cattle, which he may enjoy im Innocence, and 
ture affords him more than enough of all Sorts of 
ful Nouriſhment. | 8 | 
WT his religious Abſtinence is the Mother of Heroic 
rtues; and thoſe who practiſe it inviolably, are al- 
ys in a State to contemn the World, Death, and 
momentary Things. Hence it is, that the Indians 
to the Inviſible World, as chearfully as they would 
e a Journey to China and Perſia, Turky,' or any o- 
er Part of the Earth. For they eſteem Death no o- 
r than a Setting-out, or Voyage of the Soul to a 
re agreeable Region. „ 
gut, I need not inſiſt ſo much on theſe Things to 
e, who haſt been among them, and art familiarly 
uainted with their Genius and Inclination. I ſlide 
o this Diſcourſe inſenſibly, by the Pleaſure J take in 
nking of theſe People and their admirable Virtues, 
a Man falls in Love with a beautiful Woman, by 
entively gazing on her, and many Times forgets 
ſelf and the Buſineſs he was about, commits Errors 
d Indecencies, and through the Confuſion of his 
irits is quite loſt, like one in a Wow.. 
To return therefore to my Purpoſe: A Journey to 
> Indies would be very pleaſant to me on ſeveral other 
counts. The * Stars of my Nativity inclined 
> to travel, and from my Cradle in my Father's 
ouſe I was tranſported to ' Conſtantinople, many hun- 
eds of Leagues from the Place of my Birth. Thou 
oweſt what a Roamer I have been ſince that Time: 
d I. can aſſure thee, I retain the ſame Diſpoſition 
ll. But there is no Country under the Moon which 
wiſh to ſee with greater Earneſtneſs than Indaſtan; 
e very Name whereof ſounds almoſt as fweet as that 
288 Paradiſe. Doubtleſs, it is the Eden of the Earth in 
any Reſpets. And the Inhabitants believe there was 
better for the Original Parents of Mankind to dwell 
7 : In, 
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in, ranking the Hiſtory of Meſes on that Subject in wo 
Number of celebrated Fables. I approve not this (if 
ſure of the Indians; yet I tell thee as a Muſſulmy, iſ 
dare ſay, the myſterious Writings of Moſes are qu 
miſunderſtood by the * Part of Mankind. M 
ther can any two of his Interpreters agree ex ad 
which was the particular Situation of Paradiſe. 
plant the Garden in Meſopotamia, others in PalafinM 
and a third Sort affirm it was in Egypt: This Man wi 
have it in Aſia, that in Africa. They are divided i 
their Opinions. And I might as well ſay it was ul 
the Red Sea, between them both; and bring as nu 
cabalaſtick Proofs to defend it. But it fignifieth u 
thing to us, let it be where it will. Every Place i; a 
Paradiſe, which a Man fancies to be ſo; and nothu 
can beat me off from the Conceit I have of the 14M 
Beſides, I ſhould take a vaſt Delight in my Jounylf 
thither; whether I went by the Way of the Bl2ck-if 
and fo through the antient Kingdoms of Colchis, ou 
ia, and Cathay, coaſting along the Foot of Mou 
aurus: Or by the more common Road, through of 
ria, Arabia, and Pera. Either Way would af 
Matter of 1 Rouge to a contemplative Man, whilt i: 

ſome Places he beholds the Ruins of famous Cit 
and his Eyes revel on the Spoils of Time, of Fire, of 
War, or of Earthquakes. In others he beholds wii 
Provinces laid waſte, and diſpeopled, only meet 
here and there a few Cots, Herds, or Tents of A 
Tartars, or Circaſſian Herdſmen; who ſtraggle up al 
down the pleaſant Fields of 4fa, to pick and chu 
convenient Paſtures for their Cattle. 2 
How pleaſant would it be travel through As 
Country, and behold the Tents of the Sons of ſn 
ſpread over the Plains of the vaſt and horrible Dean 
To meet with Emirs and Sheghs of Arabia, with tor 
Flocks and Herds, ſummering it up and down, an 
frolicking from Mountain to Valley at their Pleaſure. Y 
From this, to paſs to another Variety in Pe 
would be equally diverting. What Kind of Though 
ſhould I have whilſt on my Bed, within the * 
5 ng 
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(at, the Stage of fo many great and renowned Ac- 
Mn, mentioned in antient Hiſtory! I ſhould call to 
ind Semiramis, the Foundreſs of that noble City, and 
her Wars with the Indians and other Nations of the 
. I ſhould reflect on her Policy, and the Weak- 
of her Son Ninyas. I ſhould conſider the various 
andlations of the Eaſtern Empire; the alternate Fates 
the Medes, Afſyrians, Babylonians, and Perſiant. And 
dm thence I ſhould naturally fall upon the Conqueſt 
Alexander the Great; the Riſe of the Macedonian 
WWnpire; the Death of that mighty Hero in Babylon, 
SF the cantonizing the Empire among his chief Of- 
ers. Such Memoirs as theſe, would waken my 
oughts of the Vanity of all human Affairs, as it 
es at this Time: And particularly J reflect on my 
lly, in ſetting my Heart ſo much on travelling to à 
untry which I am never like to ſee. 1 
Por, alas, my dear Brother, I am not able to en- 
re at this Age the Hardſhips of fo long a Journey, 
I could in my Youth. Much Sickneſs has impaired 
x 3 of my Conſtitution. I am grown as ten- 
r as an Infant. The leaſt Puff of Wind is ready to 
eu out the Flame of Life. And whereas formerly 
cher Heat nor Cold, Hunger nor Thirſt, Labour or 
Watching could hurt me; now my Health receives 
mage from every one of theſe. i could not poſſi- 
Wy out-live the Fatigue and Pain of travelling two or 
ee Days together, without a Drop of Water to re- 
ſh my panting Soul. An habitual Fever has made 
the thirſtieſt Man in the World. Then I am not 
e to bear the ſcorching Heats of the Sun, to which 
rraveller in thoſe Parts is neceſſarily expoſed. I 
uld daily diſſolve like Wax, or rather exhale in 
oke, in the Midſt of ſo many Fervours. In a 
ord, my Body is ſo infirm, that I am very ſure to 
r, before J can get half Way to Indoſtan, let me 
e the neareſt Road I aan. 5 
ret, if the Miniſters of the Porte ſhall think fit to 
dd me, I am reſigned. For I take no farther Care 
my Life, than as I may be ſerviceable to the Grand 
nor. | 


J intend 
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I intend to write to our illuſtrious Friend about if 
In the mean Time, do thou for me what the 31" 
dence of a Man, and the Affection of a Brother (ll 
ſuggeſt, as moſt conducing to the Intereſt of our 
vereign and our own Honour, which we ought to pill 
r e KS 
Our Mother is in Health, and falutes thee wit 
tender Embrace. Vf. 
Paris, gth of the 3d Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 


LETTER: NM 


7 0 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Yd af 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


. 1 
» 


1 * Court of late makes a double Figure; is 
one of real Sorrow for the Dutcheſs of Saw 
Death, who was of the Blood Royal of France; 
other of counterfeit Mourning for the Death of CM 
Joſephus, Brother to the German Emperor. For tl 
inwardly rejoice at this latter, and wiſh the wii 
Houſe of Auſtria were laid in their Graves; that! 
mily being the only Obſtacle to the Grandeur at wit 
the French Monarchy aſpires; the only Rub wil 
Cardinal Richlieu and his Succeſſor Mazarini found rti 
their Way, when they ſought to exalt the Bourbon 
the Empire of the Vet. 5 
The Riſe and Fall of Kingdoms, the various K 
ges of Government, the alternate Fate of Nati 
are Themes worthy of a Muſſulman's Thoughts; 0 


. 


ſidering that the victorious and happy O/mans a ll: 
Day poſſeſs the Territories of antient Renown, inte 
Provinces and Dominions which formerly made un 


greateſt Figure and Noiſe in the World. - end 
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rat is now become of the moſt famous Mon- 
ies of Babylon, Perfia, Aria, Macedon, Greece and 
„/ Look for the myſterious and learned Kingdom 
er:; the religious State of the Fexws; the moſt 
cnt Kingdoms of the Sicyonians and Argives; the 
monwealths of Lacedemon and Athens; with ma- 
ther Countries mentioned in the Records of Time, 
we ſhall find them all ſwallowed up in the univer- 
mpire of the Ottomans. | | 


Ye Hiſtory of Belus, and how he got the Sove- 
ny by Hunting; of Ninus his Son, who firſt taught 
World the Methods of Idolatry; of Semiramis, 
as, Sardanapalus, Arbaces, Belochus, and the reſt 
Wt hoſe Hrian Monarchs, ſounds now like an anti- 
ed Tale or Dream: Neither is there any more 
„at this Time, in the Babylonian and Perſian Re- 
rs. The mighty Acts of the Nebuchadneggars, y- 
, and the reſt of thoſe renowned Conquerors, now 
e but as Foils, to ſet off the more glorious Enter- 
es and Succeſſes of our immortal Sultans. 

is true, the Perſians at this Day retain ſome Frag- 
ts of that once vaſt and 8 Eaſtern Empire. 
the Germans have a Shadow of the ancient Impe- 
Majeſty of the Romans. But both the one and the 
r are grown effeminate and weak; they have loft 
irtue, the Power, and Fortune of their Predeceſ- 


hou haſt travelled over all the Dominions of the 
i, and been an Eye-witneſs of the Perfian Luxury, 
rtiniſm, and Nakedneſs. Thou haſt ſeen the Off- 
g of heroick Sages transformed to Swine, Dogs, 
s, and other contemptible Brutes, as if they had 
k of Circe's Cup. So. fatal is it to decline from 
Way of Virtue: Nay, ſo impoſſible even to ſtand 
in that ſacred Path, without being violently pulled 
ward, In a Word, thou art ſo thoroughly ac- 
nted with the preſent State of Perſſa, and all its 
umftances, that I ſhould appear too officious in 
ending to deſcribe, either the Country, or the Peo- 
hat inhabit there. 5 

e But 
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But as to Europe, thou profeſſeſt thyſelf a Strang 
and haſt commanded me to characterize this Quzy 
of the World: Wherein Germany maketh the moſt u 
jeſtick Figure by Land, England and Holland by d 
Spain boaſts of her Gold; whilſt France treafijres ii 
to pay her Armies, to keep foreign Kings in Pena 
to build mighty Fleets and magnificent Palaces; if 
| Corrupt the German Princes, and make them Pinzif 
her Ambition, Inſtruments of her deſigned Gran 
which is no leſs than the Weſtern Empire. =_ 

As for the Duke of Savoy, he is a mere Tennis- 
or a Shuttle-Cock, bandied to and fro between i 
Kings of France and Spain. J 

The Sw#ſſes are poor and mercenary. They eu 
ſtay at Home, unleſs they could banquet on the n 
and Stones: For all the Fleſh, Fruit, and Corn ni m 
Land, is not half enough to keep them alive, and tee 
have little or no Money but what they get aan 
This makes them all Travellers, and moſt of H 
take up the Trade of War. They ſerve the Pope, 
French King, and many other Princes for Pay: 
where they once engage they are very true to it 
Truſt. But, I can tell thee, they would be unwil 
to fight for the Grand Signior, unleſs he would al 
them Plenty of Wine, which thou knoweſt is cout 
ry to the Diſcipline of the Muſſulman's Armies; 
theſe Swwiſſes are the profeſſed Adorers of Bacchu. 

The Hollanders are induſtrious and rich; they n 
nothing but Merchandizing and Mechanicks. Tit 
would fain engroſs the Trade of the Indies and thei 
vant to themſelves. They traffick that they may Ee! 
a Condition to fight, and they fight to eſtabliſh e F 
Commerce; having no Senſe of Honour, but only ne: 
Profit. If they attempt any Conqueſt, or make n d 
Invaſion, it muſt be in America, or ſome other ren 
8 for they are only upon the Defenſive am 
their Neighbours, not daring to be the firſt Aggrel 
in a War: In a Word, they are like a Neſt of Piſn 
that trudge up and down continually to get Provil 
but ſting and bite thoſe under whoſe Protection it 


« 


live, if they have an Opportunity. 


n WA, 
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t is thought the Prince of Orange, who deſcends 
m an illuftrious Stock, will ere long reduce thoſe 
publicans to another Form of Government. The 
nch ſtyle him the Head and Heart of the United 
tes; and theſe, thou knoweſt, command the Hands 
] Feet. | 
Germany is counted the Bulwark of Chriſtendom a- 
inſt the mighty Power of the Oztomans and Tartars. 
t, in my Opinion, one of our Ambaſſadors at the 
aperor's Court, gave a true Deſcription of it, when 
compared Germany to a great Monſter with many 
ads and Tails, which having a Defire to break 
ough a certain Quick-ſet Fence or Hedge, and each 
Wticular Head making Way where it could beſt, a- 
ng the leſs entangled Branches, were all caught in 
many different Nooſes, by the Interpoſition of ſtrong 
es, and fo the Monſter. was forced to retire with 
nme and Loſs: Whereas, he ſaid, the Oſman Empire 
like an Animal with one Head and — Tails, 
d that one Head, not encountering the like Difficul- 
, eafily paſſed through, being followed by ths 
ails with one Conſent, as the untwiſted Ends of a 
-ſtringed Cord paſs through a Ring or Hole, when 
united Part has led them the Way. 
I ſhould have mentioned Italy, Poland, Denmark, 
uſcouy, and other Regions of Europe, but it would 
too tedious for one Letter, which I ſhould neither 
ve Time to write, nor thou Patience to read at once. 
Therefore, I deſire, thee to accept of this only as a 
gh Draught, an imperfect Sketch of ſome Parts of 
e Veſt. But in my future Diſpatches I will imitate 
e Painters, and endeavour to draw each Member and 
neament of this great Body to the Life, as near as I 
n diſcern them by the Lights I have in Paris, 


pris, 10th of the 4th Moon, des 
of the Year 1664. 


_ * . = 5 * 4 
n hp CY 2 TT TT avs LOS. 573, * 1 
Ty + 8 THE” a T9 n . Mac ot a) , 1 mee > 5 8 4 


I. E T. 


| LETTERS Writ by © 
LETTER vll. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


AY Goy multiply his Bleſſings on thee, 
M cauſe thy Heart to ſparkle with freſh L 
and new Joys, like the Sky-Rockets on a Dunalm 
Royal Holiday.) Accept alſo a ſmall Preſent, 
worthy an Inventory, (conſiſting only of a few Pit 
Looking-Glafſes, Watches, and other Manufacelli 
of France) from the Hands of Mahmut, thy Coun 
man, Son of thy Father's Neighbour, and a volum 
Slave of thoſe who ſerve thee, if I had the Hon 
an Opportunity. _ : =_ 
Neither the Gift, nor he that offers it, is worth 
Eſteem. But thou haft Condeſcenſion enough to. 
on both with an Eye of a noble Arab, who knom 
how to value the Sincerity of any Man's Devo: 
Affection, which way ſoever he expreſſeth it. 
I can never forget the former Diſcoveries of i 
Friendſhip to my Brother Peſteli and me, and in gen 
to all thoſe of our Houſe; which till encourages ne 
expect greater Kindneſſes; nay, in a Manner, af 
me of them: Becauſe I know the Nature of true G0 
roſity is ſuch, that where it once begins to faſten on 
Object, it never ceaſes to communicate its Fayou 
until damned Perfidy gives a Check to the Cum 
And may he be damned that then has the Impudene! 
aſk for any more. FH „„ 
But, Praiſe be to Gop, my Caſe is otherwiſe; I. 
not in the Number of the ungrateful and treachero 
And therefore with Boldneſs I preſume once more tou 
dreſs to the Duſt of thy Feet, illuſtrious Baſſa, begęi 
thy Patronage and Shelter from the Perſecution of 1! 
Enemies, whoſe whole Endeavour is to ruin me. 
Thou knoweſt I came to Paris in the Year 163) 
the Chriſtian Hegira. Tha Sun had then reviſited! 
Sign he was in at my Nativity, juſt the eight and tv! 
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th Time. I was à mere; Youngfter in the World. 
Wowever, my Superiors thought me fit for this Em- 
Wy ment. Plow I have acquitted myſelf in it ever 
ce, I leave to themſelves to judge: Yet, for Faſhi- | 
'; ſake, they will be always a finding Faults. - One 

cophant or other is perpetually railing againſt me, 
zen they find any of, the Vizixs, and other Grandees 

an Humour to hearken to them. I. fancy it is for 
nt of Diſcourſe. When they have nothing elſe to 
of, then they fall a cenſuring of poor Mahmut, who 
dergoeth more Fatigues than a hundred thouſand 
h * Thlguch as they. 1 


; HEF+ $24 356 
not imagine what they aim. * This Mord Thlguch 
unleſs it be, that they quas left ſo in the Ita- 
id have me turn Chriſtian, lian, and the Engliſh 
enten myſelf; into ſome.., Tranſlator, knows: not 
U naſtery. \ | 5 „ 3 „ 51104 * 7 what to mare Fit. f f 
Suffer me, my noble Frienſcgc . 
tell thee, that a Man cannot want for Temptations 
uch a Change of his Faith, without being confined 
a recluſe Life. He may be a Friar or a Libertine, a 
eſt gr a Layman, à Zealot er an Hypocrite, a 
imney- ſweeper or an Abbot, Which he pleaſes, ac- 
ding as he is qualified. And I can aſſure thee, he 
t would be a good Man, which is beyond all the 
t, has Incentives enough among the Profeſſors of 

Nazarene Worſhip, though the greateſt Part are 
ked. 8 511477 r M 
\s for me, I never thought that true Religibn con- 
ed in empty Names and Titles, in Forms and Cere- 
nies, in Parties and Factions, or in any Thing but 
a Life conformable to Reaſon, and to the Will of 


JD, | : F.1 ; 
They take me here at Paris for a Moldawvian Ram- 
r, that has read ſomething more than the Pariſh- 
rks. And becauſe. they know I underſtand Greek, 
wonian, and two or three Languages more, they 
uld fain make me a Prieſt, Doctor, Orator, or any 
ing that I would accept of, to. ferve an 1 
d I am compelled to uſe either a downright Humili- 
or a forced Pride, that I may handſomely evade 
| their 
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| Rabbies, proclaim him every where for a Chrifia 3 


has ſach godly Diſcourſe with him, about the Sx 
ments, Indulgences, Miracles, and Graces of! 
Church, when he is in Company with Chriſtians, 1h-: 


conſiders us, or regards our Zeal for the Grand sii tio 


their Courtſhip: Convincing them ſometimes tha |; 
not fit for ſuch Dignities; at other Seaſons telling ti 
Lam above Inferior Orders, and that nothing leſs iſ 
an Archbiſhop's Pall, or a Cardinal's Hat, will u 
my Ambition. .. 1 r _ 
Thus 1 really diſſemble, and jeſt myſelf in earnet of 
of ample Eſtates, to ſerve Gop, his Prophet, andi 
Grand Signior: Vet am traduced at the Seraglio fy 
Hypocrite, an Infidel, and Gop knows what. 

Here is honeſt Eliachim the Jew, undergoes the ii 
Fate; whilft thoſe of his own Party, eſpecially if 


and the Nazarenes p6intiat' him as a Tur. On 
Landlord where I before lodged, who is an hone 
drunken Fleming, takes Eliachim for a Saint, and fn 
he will have him canonized after his Death: And! 
this for no other Reaſon, but becauſe Eliachin m 
him now and then with a Bottle of Wine: So paul 
are all Men to their own Humours and Intereſts. ne 
the Truth on it is, Eliachim is an excellent Counter 
and my Landlord is not the only Man who has thi 
neration for him. He paſſes for a very good Catheid 
and a holy Man among a great many others. 
Looks are ſo demure, his Mien ſo compoſed, -and 


he would deceive the Spaniſh Inquiſition, and cheat! 
§233T  Bland Þ bs 14608 Ms 15 oh 4 


Buch is the Violence we re forced to uſe to ourſch 
who live in theſe hazardous Stations. And yet no l 


Our Reputation, Liberty, and Lives are precail 
We are not only in perpetual Danger of the Revenge 
the Nazarenes, who are our real Enemies; but allo 
poſed to the Envy, Malice, and Perſecution of ti 
who ought to be our Friends. es. 
I have often complained of the malicious'Ca/unyd 1 
thrown on me by 1kingi Cap Oglani, and his Aſſocae 
And the Miniſters were pleaſed to receive my Apo 
gies But now I ſuſpe& greater Treachery.' I. 
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Account to the Reis Efendi ſome Years ago, how I 
as dogged up: and down the Streets of Paris, by a 
ellow whom I knew. not, and what Apprehenſions 
at put me upon. I will acquaint thee farther, that 
ing afraid of an Aſſaſſin in the dark, I armed my 
east with a Quire of Paper, which is known to be 
e gger Proof, I, was not at all miſtaken in my Gueſs. 
or the laſt Night, as I was returning Home to my 
We odging, between the Hours of Nine and Ten, I re- 
ived a Stab in my aforeſaid Breaſt-Plate, right againſt 


so who gave me this Blow; and Self-preſervation 

acht me immediately to ſeize on him, and grapple as 
e as I could, extending his Arms with mine at a 
od Diſtance from our Bodies. I am but little and 
ort, yet I have a ſtrong Spring with my Body when 
am once rouzed, as thou wilt imagine I was now. 
ſides, I have generally a certain Preſence of Mind in 


adieſt and moſt proper Courſe to eſcape. In a word, 


bbed him dead with, it, not thinking it ſafe to make 
Noiſe, but chuſing rather to die if my Strength failed 
2, than, by crying out for Help, run the Riſque of 


tempt as this upon my Life, from my Enemies at the 
rte. And concluding this Fellow to be one employed 
them for that Purpoſe, I thought it no Prudence to 
ve him ſeized by the Watch, and 'puniſhed by the 


IS lineſs to theſe Infidels, Therefore I played the Exe- 
jon! 
world to prevent his telling Tales in this. Thou wilt 
nge there was no Injuſtice in this, ſince it was in my 
lo Tn Defence, and to ſave the Honour of my Sovereign. 
f to he fell, he uttered theſe: Words in a - faint broken 
ee, Habmut, my Death will be revenged before long, 
um you cannot eſcape the Trap that is laid for you. 
cla . he expired. „ vis 7-7 N 1 


* , p * 


Vor. VI. 1 


y Heart. It was not, ſo dark but I could perceive the 


me of f Danger, which fails not to prompt me with the 
reſted the Ponyard out of the Ruffian's Hand, and 


drſe Conſequences : For I had long expected ſome ſuch 


w, leſt he ſhould in Revenge diſcover me and my 


toner myſelf, and ſent him out of hand to another 


. ——— 
— ˙ — — ¶ —wmm T 
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This made me preſently conclude, that he wa; al 
38 ployed by ſomebody at the Porte. For how elſe (li 
„ | e know my true Name? But upon ſecond Thon 
cannot be certain, but that he was ſet at Work ji 

my old Sicilian Maſter, fince he knew my Name vil 
However, I have great Reaſon to ſuſpect the Foma 
becauſe, it is not probable that the Infidel would take 
chargeable and troubleſome a Method to murder y 

| Neither had he Provocation enough. Beſides, | 

Wb ought I know, he may be dead. God only is acquain 
with the Truth. However, to prevent future Au 
of this Nature, and a great many other Inconveriallf 
cies, I have removed myſelf to a new Lodging, ini 
moſt obſcure Corner in the City, and very remote fi 
the Place where I lived before, being reſolved alſo 
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Intelligence. HE 
What I defire of thee is, to repreſent my Caſei 


1 2 OO Oe ES 
— 
1 — 


Conduct. Do alſo whatever elſe thou judgeſt the! ” 
of a Country- man and a Friend . 0 
As for the Event, I patiently wait the Appointnu r 


Adieu, high-born Ker ter, and forget not Malo f 

his Diſtreſs. For that is the Time wherein true Fren 1 d | 

r ; 
Paris, 17th of the 5% Moor, 
of the Year, 1664. 


by * 


LETTER VIII. oi 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienm de 
DE not diſheartened at the Troubles which thou We n. 


countereſt in this World of Lotteries. But! 
member the Adage of thy Rabbies, That E V I L wir D 


2 | 2 brr at Paris. OE 147 
| L Old at Night, is yet the Off- ſpring of every Morn- 
g. The Ages are meaſured exactly, and our Hours 
ee chequered with equal Mixtures of Happineſs and 
isfortune. We are not born to our own Deſires. 
And as not a Man of us can remember how he was 
ormed in the Womb, ſo have we no Reaſon to. repine 
We what happens to us ſince we came out of it. What- 
ver Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs took care of us 
hen, and afterwards inſpired our Mothers and Nurſes 
ith Tenderneſs, and a thouſand Degrees of Patience 
xeyond what is recorded of Job, the ſame will provide 
or us to eternity. | ; 1 
The Deſire of Knowledge killed Adam, and the ſame 
uſt, propagated with his Seed, deſtroys all his Poſte- 
iy. We can never be ſatisfied in our Confinement to 
his World, and therefore we flounce and flutter on all 
aides, like Fiſh or Birds in a Net, to find a Way out: 
yy hilt we do but —_— ourſelves the faſter, , render 
or Reſtraint more uneaſy, and delay the Poſſibility of 
or Releaſe. Whereas Patience would ſoon ſet us free, 
Ind rank us among the Immortals. One thinks to 
3 =_s by high-drinking ; another by Fevers of Love 
r Glory; and a Third conceits he ſhall by his Gold 
e able to bribe the Watch, who guard the laſt Paſſes 
f this Life, and perſuade them to let him ſcamper ſafe 
un Paradiſe. Alas! alas! all this is but the Sophiſtry 
our Paſſions. It is in vain to think of haſtening or 
tarding our Fate; our Time is ſet, though we know 
Wot the Period. Reſignation is our beſt Leſſon, and Pru- 
Wence the next. V 
Perhaps thou wilt call this a Sermon, rather than 4 
etter. But I adviſe thee to read it with the Eyes of 4 
toick ; that is, whether it pleaſes thee or not, regard it 
o farther than it agrees with Reaſon. I would fain 
of the Man who expects to have his Will accom. 
liſhed in this Life, whether he can prevail upon the 
un to riſe any Morning within the Arctic Circle, or 
he Moon to deſcend ſome Night, and ſweep the Snow 
ff from the Top of Mount Athos. So inexorable ig 
ur Deſtiny, ſo —— the Decrees of Fate. FD 
2 A a 


eſtaped Death by a little timely Forecaſt. 


Buſineſs. 
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Be not troubled therefore at any thing; but remen 
ber, that thou art a Part of the Univerſe, and th 
nothing can betide thee, which is not for the Gcod oi 
VW 1 
'. What I have ſaid, is to arm thee againſt all the Co. 
tingencies which may aſſault thee unawares, robin 
upon thee on a ſudden from behind the Veil, whiz 
covers all the Deſigns of Providence and Nature, D: 
ſtiny and Chance. p . I 
_ I myfelf have lately Experienced, that it is good 
be thus prepared for futute Events, having narrow 


It is not neceſlary for thee at this Time to know all tell 
Circumſtances' of my Danger. Suffice it to ſay, Tu 
I'was aſſaſſinated in the Dark, killed him that deſigaſ 
to be my Murderer, and am now forced to remove ni 
Habitation, VERITY = 
Eliachim thy Brother in [acl will be at Vienna wil 
in fourteen Days. He will give thee a farther Accoufl 
of all 'Things which it behoves thee to know; wü 
freſh Tuſtructions concerning my new Lodgings, and ui 
Method we muſt obſerve for the future in conveying Ia 
ters. We cannot be too cautious in the Grand Sign 

As for our own Lives, let us imagine they were oj 
tent to ſerve him, on whoſe Life ſo many Million dM 
Lives depend. . _ 2 


Paris, 18h of the 5th Mon, . | are 
* of the Year 1 64. ; >: 
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ih, LETTER IX. 
i 0:51 4 N 8 ; 
298. F : | 3 5 ece 
To Zeidi Alamanzi, à Merchant at Venicl 
. 2 5B Te | | a plwa 
Am obliged to ſend Circular Letters at this Time ee 
all the Slaves cf the Grand Signior, who have Buß 
e EET Rane: ö : ni 


1 7 
29 
3 


S af Fanrs.-_ , .- a 
neſs with me at Paris; to inform them, that upon _ 


l cry important Emergency I am forced to change y 
oägings. I have already ſent away Diſpatches to Con- 

Wipe and Vienna on this Account to prevent the Er- 
„ ors they might commit in addreſſing their Letters, 
ny or the ſame Reaſon, I now write to thee; thou needeſt 
Wot enquire after the Occafion of this Conduct: nor 
„onder at any Thing that happens to us extraordinary 


I n theſe hazardous Poſts. We muſt expect to encounter 
ith Rubs and Obftacles in ſerving our Great Maſter. 


i ( th Difficulties have but their proper Effect, which 
to whet our Invention, increaſe our Diligence, and; 
the 4 onfirm us in our Zeal ; all ſhall 80 well. EE 85 
u The Soul of Man never diſplays her Faculties and 
oP crfections with greater Luſtre, than when the is envi- 


ned with Perils. Theſe are the Tryals of Fortitude, 
Prudence, Juſtice, and all the Virtues. He that ſinks 
nder Misfortunes, and croſs Events, has either no 
coul, or it is aſleep. 


Courage then, Fellow-Slave, and let thy Heart beat 


RS continual Alarm. Be not diſmayed at any Thing, 
or let Self-Love bereaye thee of thy Honour: But go 
r in thy Duty, and truſt thy Soul to God. 9 


Thou liveſt in a City where Virtue and Vice are in 
mulation, ſtill ſtriving to ſurpaſs each other: There 
re not more wicked People in the World than Venice 
fords, nor yet more Pious and Good. Follow thou 
ee beſt Patterns, and be happy. But do nothing by 
are Imitation; for that is the right Way to become a 
= y pocrite, Let all thy Actions proceed from vital 
rinciples of Reaſon and Generoftty in thy ſelf, and 
ben thou ſeeſt rare examples, let them ſerve only to 
vaken and rouze thy innate Virte. 
Send me no Letters until thou haſt received freſh Or- 
ers from the Porte. They will forniſh thee with all 
eceſſary Inſtructions. After that, let me hear from 
bee as often as thou wilt, Thy Diſpatches will be 
ways welcome. Let them contain Matter of Intelli - 
ence chiefly, and that of the freſheſt Date. Penetrate 
1-80 the Councils of the Republick where thou reſideſt. 
= H 3 _ Infinuate 
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Infinyate thyſelf with the Senators aud Grandees. Dive 
into their Hearts, and unlock their Secrets. Commu. 
nicate nothing but the truth to the Miniſters of the 
Porte, or to me. If thou canſt diſcover their Inelina. 
tions to a Peace, or their abſolute need of it, thou vil 
do an acceptable Service to the Grand Signior, and to 
the whole Empire of the Faithful: For then we bring 
them to our own Terms. 

Zeidi, to God I recommend thee, defiring him ty 
; Preſerve thee from Wine, Women, and Cards, which 
are the three capital Temptations of Venice. 


Paris, 1% of the 6th Moon, 
| of the Year 1664. 


— 


. K L 
7 Murat, Baſſa. 


ee eaſily divine the Reafons why I am fo muci i 
neglected by the Miniſters of the Porte. Above i 
four Years have paſſed away, wherein many notable F 
vents have happened; yet no Body thought it wort Wl 
his Labour to inform Mahmut of any Thing. So tha 
all the Notices I could gain of remote Tranſaction, i 
are owing either to the publick News of Furope, or i 
beſt to ſome particular Letters of Merchants reſiding i 
this City, with whom J conſerve an Intimacy, for tit 
Sake of Intelligence, and. for other Cauſes. | 
Thus I ſhould have been in Ignorance to this Day, 
what Iſſue the Baſſa of Alepbo's Rebellion had, were 1 
not for an accidental Interview I lately had of ſome Wi 
French Travellers who came from Conſtantinople. Theſe i 
informed me of the ſudden Fate of that Baſſa, when be 
was at the Height of all his Grandeur, within a few WW 


Days March of the Imperial City, at the Head of: 


potent Army, and juſt upon the Point of an : 
| | | tion 


— 
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lation with the Grand Signior. They much extol his 
Iravery and Reſolution: For the French are naturally 
overs of ſuch as dare boldly oppoſe their Sovereign. 
They equally condemn the fly Perfidiouſneſs of Mortaza 
zaſſa, to whoſe ſafe Conduct the Generous Rebel truſt- 
d his Life, and by that Eaſineſs loſt it. Yet they ap- 
Plaud Mortaxa's Loyalty, Courage, and Wiſdom, with 
We eminent Services he afterwards did the Empire, in 
ading the Army againſt Ragotſei, Prince of Tranffl- 
3 at length lifted him to. the Government of 
Babylon. | | | 5 
All theſe Things had been hid from me, were not the 
Narenes my Intelligencers. Nor ſhould I have known 
zow the Rebellion was carried on after his Death by 
Wis revengſul Nephew, by the Son of Cbeuſalen Baſſa, 
Wy 2 Bey of Egypr, and other Malecontents. Yet ſuch), 
WE aflages are fit for a Man-in my Poſt to be ur aan, 
With, that he may have a clear Idea of his Maſter's. 
Fircumſtances, and ſo.apply himſelf more effectually to. 
ei,, 8 8 
It had not been amiſs, if I had received timely In- 
lligence of the Death of Prince Ragot/zi, in regard 
Where was always a private Correſpondence between him 
Ind this Court. Which ceaſing by his Death, it had. 
een worth my Pains to. obſerve, whether it would be. 
Wontinued by his Succeſſor, or what other Meaſures they 
Would take. „5 | 
lt is true, I was acquainted; with this, but not by the 
iiniſters of the Porte. I heard alſo of all. the follow - 
pz Commotions in Tranf/pania, occaſioned by the dif- 
rent Factions of Michael Apaſe and Kemini Janos, 
e two rival Princes. I was not ſorry for this News, 
nowing that the. Diviſions of the Nazarenes ſtrengthen 
he Unity and Force of the Muſſulman Empire, was 
kewiſe informed of the Fate of Mortaxa, Baſſa of 
ahn, who fell a Victim te the Grand Vizier's Jea - 
oaſy; with many other Paſſages, but neither from the 
orte, nor from any other Hands could I learn the leaſt 
Intelligence of the Venetian War, and what Progreſs 
dur Arms have made in Candia, Dalmatia, and the 
N H 4 other. 


-__ 


while ſuperſeded all other Peſigns. 
man Arms in taking Newhanſel, Levent, Neovign| 


ons of the Tartars through Moravia and Anftria, pu 
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other Dominions of the Rupublick,. Which makes me 
conclude, that either the Grand Signiur's Reſidence x 
Aarianople "abated his Inclinations to martial Aﬀain, 
which is alſo the common Opinion of the Chrifian 
here in the Weſt; or that the War in Hungary tor : 


— * 


However it be, it is certain the Succeſſes of the 0% 


and other Places of Strength, with the terrible Incurſ. 


the whole German Empire into a great Conlternation, 
Ambaſſadors are ſent from the Imperial Court to all the 
Chriftian Princes, imploring their A ſſiſtance in this ye 
neral Danger of Eur. 

Here is one arrived at this Court, whom they eil 
Count Srozæi, a Perſon of good Addreſs, and Maſe i 
of much Eloquence, He has prevailed on the H. 
——- Airy roy at his own Charge, Six Thouſan 
Horſe and Foot, to ſerve againſt the victorious On 
a great many Perſons of Quality have liſted then-Wi 
ſelves as Voluntiers; and the meaner Sort talk of r. 
thing but marching to Conffantinople; and driving tit 
Turks back to Scythia, from whence they firſt came. 

Courteous Baſſa, thou wilt laugh at the Vanity of 
theſe Infidels ; who conſider not that by the Grace o Wl. 
God, and Miracles of his Prophet, our Emperor is the 
King of all the Kings on the Ea th, the mightieſt of Wi 


* 


the Mighty ones; the Phenix of Honour, Power a 
unparalleled Majeſty; Brother and Companion of the on 
Sun, Moon and Stars; a Prince of a myſterious and WF, 
ſublime Lineage, in whom are centered all Glory au Re. 
Excellency ; the Shadow of God on Eartn. mr 
The Breath of Fame goes before the Van- Courier af en. 
his Armies, purifying all Places, and filling them wit WW 1 
Veneration and Terror: The Duſt that is raiſed by I ut 
Heroick Cavalry, paſſing through the Air, cauſes Tren- Aae 
bling and Aſtoniſhment in the Hearts of the CHriſtiam. na) 
The Infidels fall before the fatal Scymetars of True ha. 
Believers. 5 8 7 3 * f Rinn i + 11 Te 7 2 5 a) 
4 . 3 * 1 get 
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May the Angel of the Houſe of Iſmael continue to 
proſper the Holy Off. ſpring, ' to extend their Conqueſts, 


rom the utmoſt Borders of the Earth. 


Paris, 57h of the 6th Moon, | 
of the Year 1604. 


EP I” : * 


'LET TER. x. 


Aſtracan. 


h Have often wondered why, among the reſt of he -* 
( Nations of Chriftendom, thou wouldeſt not beſtow 
$, 


Z | | 
. 

122 

A* 

5 

25 

82 

hy 


' ater, for the Penury of all Things neceſſary to ſuſtain 
he Lives of the Natives; and by Conſequence, it is 


0 ot to be thought they can ſpare much for ſtrangers. A 
if cry inhoſpitable Region, abounding in Beggars, 
r = hbicves, and Drones: Full of Wine and Gold, yet 
) 3 | 


Barren in Corn and rich People. 
= Thou wilt not think this a Paradox, when thou ſhalt 
onder, that the Spaniards have all their Corn from 
ance, Germany, or Sicily: And that for this and other 


ther Countries. : 21 i en 
= You may travel ſome Days together in Spain, with- 
at ſeeing any thing ſave the dry Face of a Deſart. 
nd if you chance to meet with a Houſe, wherein you 
ay ſhelter yourſelf. and your: Horſe, expect no better 
ban a Ramezan Entertainment. For you muſt faſt all 
ay, and think yourſelf much reſpected if you dan 


- 5 | Morſel 


and propagate the Faith unblemiſhed; that the Names 
of Alla and Mahomet may be heard in all Climates, and 


Wo Ifouf, bis Kinſman, a Merchant at 


ue leaſt tranſient Viſit on Spain. But upon more ma- 
ure Confideration, I find thou art a Man of Judgment 
n Travelling. That Country lies under a very ill Cha- 


WR caſons, Shain is but like a Sieve, through which the 
Inmenſe Treaſures of Peru and Mexico are drained into 


Wc. a few Onions, or other Roots and Herbs, with a 
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Morſel of Bread and Fleſh at Night, to you fro 
being ſenfible that you are aQtually b 15 70 7 
Then the Inhabitants are the proudeſt People on 
Earth. You ſhall meet with none but Kings, Prince, 
Viceroys, or at leaſt Men that conceit themſelves ſuch, 
They are alſo Mercileſs in their Revenge; Cruel, Obdy. 
rate, Covetous, Moroſe, and Inexorable. In a word, 
Spain is the Jeſuits Paradiſe, the ut Purgatory, and 
the Hell of Women. 5 | 
1 therefore commend thy Fortune, or thy Prudence 
rather, which would not ſuffer thee to fall into the 
Hands of thoſe Barbarians ; nor think it worth thy 
Pains to breathe in Air infected with ſo many Vice, 
Thou haſt paſſed through many more inviting Provir. 
ces, and art at laſt happily ſeated to thy Mind. Im. 
prove thy Opportunities in doing Good. : 
I ſent a Letter to our Couſin Sohman, adviſing him u 


give thee a Viſit. If he comes, receive him kind) 3 


and perform the Part of a Kinſman ; put all Expence 5 L 
to my Account, and remember that no Man is bon 
for himſelf... | 


Paris, 675 of the 7th Moon, 


- a 


| Ab is alarmed; with the mighty Preparat: ; 


ons which our invincible Sovereign is making to 


 1nvade the German Empire, Great is their Conſtem ; | 


tion and Fear, and Couriers are every where running Wl 


up and down from one Kingdom and Court to another, ll 


to. remonſt rate the common Danger and beg Aſſiſtanc 
Every body appears zealqus in a Cauſe which concem al 
all Cbriſtendom and the French King has lent the En 


peror 8 o Men. | 


= a ᷣ SPY Parris. =: 
The Duke of Beasfort: is alſo gone with a Squadron 
pf Ships to encounter the Corſairs of Agiers, and other 
Dominions of Barbary, . 


Wouſand Foot and two thouſand Horſe. And the reſt: 


f f the Emperor's Allies are raiſing Levies for him as- 
tas they can: It being current News, that the 
: 7d Signior in Perſon is at the Head of two hundred 


ouſand Men, entering into Hungary as a Conqueror: 
hat he has taken above forty Towns, -ruined all the 
WL ountry where he paſſed through, and that in a little 
ime he will be at the Walls of Vienna. 

In the mean time, this Court appears inſenſible of the 


e altogether taken up in Ballads, Plays, and Feaſting, 


0 leighbours, and revelling as if the King of France 
ga ſole Monarch of the World. 1 RB 


Here is arrived a Legate from Rome to compoſe the 


ame is Cardinal Chi. He is received with unparal - 
led Magnificence, as if he were an Angel from Heaven, 


ccaſions. Beſides, all the Nations, which are in the 
Wommunion of the Latin Church, have an unreſerved 


cceſſor of Peter the Prince of the Apoſtles. 


his young Monarch has a large Soul. The whole. 


orld ſeems too little to ſatisfy his Ambition. He 
che Foundation of Deſigns, . greater than thoſe of 
erander the Conqueror of 4ja. He heaps up Mo- 

rat a prodigious Rate, raiſes vaſt Armies, builds 
agnaificent Palaces, keeps Kings in Penſion, ſupports . 


; eir lawful Sovereign. d | 
vet after all, I cannot perceive that he loſes any De- 


„ of that Reſpect which he owes, and which his 
„ eeceſſors have always paid to the Grand Signior, 


a0 is the undeniable Arbiter of the whole World, 


The Pope has ſent: to the: Emperor's Aſſiſtance fix., - 


; eneral Danger which threatens ' Chri/iendam. They . 


5 linding their own Intereſt more than that of their 


ifferences between the Pope and this Crown. His 
r the French King loves to ſhew his Grandeur on ſuch. 


Wcneration for the Roman Mufti, whom they eſteem the 


any Princes of Germany; and, in a word, commands. 
ore of them, than does the Emperor himſelf, who is 


1 
» 
- 


xg6> LeTrTzes Writly, 
God grant our Sovereign long Life, perpetual Vid: 
Ties, and a good Stomach to his Meat, which“ the Kiag 
of France wants to the Accompliſhment of his Happy. 
neſs; for at preſent he feeds like a Sparrow. 


. 


Paris, 19th of the 89h Moon, N nr” 
* of the Year 16604. ©; 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal SecretanM 


of the Ottoman Empire. 


"Me U wilt perceive the vaſt Reſpect I have ſw 
1 thee by my frequent Diſpatches. Thy Con- 
mands are to me as the Laws and Sanctions of the 0, 
toman Empire, which F will never violate. I am nM 
Flatterer; witneſs my Letters to ſome of the Grandee, i 
wherein I have not ſpared to reprove their Vices, Erron, i 
and Male-Adminiſtration. If a Baſſa has been unjul, Wl 
ſeditious, or engaged in rebellious Practices; if he ha 
proved and Extortioner, a Drunkard, or a Tyrant, b 
has not eſcaped without a due Reprimand. I have ben = 
dold in correcting, adviſing, and giving Counſel to tie il 
greateft Miniſters in the Empire. And this was a Pro-: 
vince appointed me by the Flower of ſublime Glory, 
the Pheœnix of Honour, ſole Favourite and Truſtee o Wo") 

the Grand Signior, the Vixir Azem, in whoſe Cuſtody 
were the Seals of Imperial Secrets, Majeſtick Decree, 
aud Royal Edits ; who, being the Primum Mobile of tie er 
refulgent Muſſulman State, gave Life, Activity, ad 
Order, to all the Inferior Orbs, Springs, and Inſtrument ng 
— Gʃdddd. 1 ONT 7 
I received this Command many Years ago, and he wil 
that gave it me is gone to the World of Spirits. Vet 
the Injunction remains in Force, being ſtamped with! __ 
the myſterious Signet, the Character of ſupreme and em! 
Immutable Authority. In Obedience to which, 1 * | 

* | Neve 


—_—_ 
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ver warped or flinched from the Duty enjoined me. 
nd to demonſtrate that 1 did not do this in a vain 
ſtentation of the Power which was given me, I have 
t failed all along to pay to a Man of Merit the Attack | 
od Veneration that was his Due. 44, „ 
It is with inexpreſſible Pleaſure I throw myſelf at 
e Feet of a wiſe! and virtuous Man; with extreme 
omplacency I kiſs the Duſt whereon he treads, and 
fold all my. Faculties in exprefling my Eſteem. 1 
full of  Plaronich Love, and build Altars in my 6 
Wrcaſt, to a Soul deſerving the innocent Sacrifices of nn 
orous Paſſions, the Incenſe of Gratitude and a pure 
tion, an Holocauſt of Integrity and loyal Friend- 


* 


5 i proteſt, by the Hopes I have of fitting on the 5 
ks of the Rivers in Eden, and of being regaled in | 
e delectable Chioſes of - Paradiſe, that I honour thy | 
Wearning and other ſage Perfections; that unblemiſhed | 
Fife, thoſe excellent Morals, and the unparallelled Sweet- 

Jof Modeſty, which crowns all thy Actions. But. F 
will ſay no more to a Man who cannot hear his YH 
vo - Praiſes, 'The-beſt Method of expreſſing my Re- 
Ward, will be to anfwer thy Expectations, in preſenting - | 
Nee with the true Pourtraiture of theſe Weſtern Nati- 1 
and People, which thou fo paſſionately coveteſt. 3 
I muſt defire thee to excuſe the Confuſion and want | 
Order in my Letters; ſince I ſend: thee a Medley of | 
emarks, as they come to my Knowledge and Me- 


PLS 


=>. = 
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It is not long ago ſince I wrote to nf Eb'n Achmed, * | 
Kinſman of mine, a Merchant at Afracas; and 
nong other things, I took notice of his not going to 
> Spain in his Travels; for he has been in moit of the 


=» --— = © = = 


it: ingdoms of: Europe, and over all 4fa and Aﬀrick. In 
at Letter I deſcribed Spain in its worſt Colours- Now 

be will ſhew it to thee in another Figure, without ſwerve- 
s from the Truth: For every Country has its Per- 

ions and Excellencies, as well as its Defects and 
iber EE 
e 5 $5) Vito hat 


If 
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If Spain have a barren Soil for Corn, Nature ba 
made amends. for that Fault in the Purity of the An 
and the Plenty of Fruits: 'Fhe Sands of her Rivers an 
of the moſt perfect Gold. Her Villages, though fey 
are greater and more populous than ſome Cities; witneſ 
Madrid. Her Mountains are of Iron, Marble; aui 
Bie Her Vallies underlaid with Lead, Braſs, au 
ilver ; Spain of old was the Tharſis of Solomon, the 
Ophir of the Phaenicians, and the Peru of Rome. | 
In thoſe Days the Inhabitants of Spain were famoyM 
for their Fortitude, and invincible Conſtancy. It is x. 
corded, that the Inhabitants of Sagunto in the Province Ml 
of Valencia, when they were beſieged by Hannibal, a 
ſo oppreſſed by the Carthaginians, choſe to burn then. 

ſelves, with their Wives, Children, and all their Weal 
rather than yield to the Enemies. 5 
Their Fidelity alſo was ſo remarkable, that ſome MM 
the Roman Emperors had always a Guard of S paart 
near their Perſons ; as the French King, the Pope, ai 
other Princes do now confide in the ruſty Swwiſſes, 
But though there remain ſtill ſome ſcattered Remnam 
of the ancient Virtue among them, eſpecially in Bin 
and Caſtile, yet the greatgit Part of the Spaniard: a: Wh 
_ degenerated. They e no Figure now in ti: om 
World, but only for their Gold, and the Vaſtneſ nr 
their Dominions ; for they poſſeſs the beſt half of A 
rica, are Lords of two mighty Empires, and not with 
out large Territories in the other three Quarters. of tie 
World. Yet the too great Extent of their Power lM 
- weakened. its Vigour ; the Aﬀuence of their Wealth tw Ml 
really impoveriſhed them, and by ſtraining their Honou i 
too high they have cracked it, being now of little or w 
Eſteem in Europe. Their Glory. fades at the riſug M 

Grandeur of France, which makes radiant and {wit e 
Advances towards its Zenith. This young Monarct P07 
is already become the Arbiter of all Chriſtendom. MY 
Accompliſhed Miniſter, there is nothing in Natur 
ſtedfaſt: The World is but an eternal Circulation of 
Events, Viciſſitudes, and Changes, without Beginning 
or End. Only God remains immutable in his * El. 
| (&, 
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nce, which is the Center of every thing. May thou 
d I meet there, and then we ſhall be eternally happy. 


0 jeu. 2 I 


0 : ris, 12th of the 97 Moon, | | £ 
a „ the Near 1664. : i nn 
f LETTER XV. 


; Muſu Abu'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, Profeſſor 
7 * Philoſophy = WR. 


y the Faith and Obedience I owe to Mohammed, 
=) our Holy Lawgiver ; by the Alcoran, and all that 
eſteemed ſacred among the Maſſulmans, I ſwear, thy 
gs Silence made me conclude my firſt Letter was un- 
come to thee. But now I am convinced to the con- 
ry. Thy generous Anſwer has removed my Appre- | 
Ynſions, and filled me with Complacency. Hence- 
ch I ſhall reſt aſſured and confident of thy Friendſhip, 


WT ior Beauties of their Mind repreſented to the Life. For 
= or ds are the perfect Sculpture of the IntelleQ, or at 
fits Mezzotinto. They are the expreſs Portraiture, 


+ omiſing myſelf vaſt Improvements from ſo learned a | 
e nverſation, though only by Letters at many hundred 
- E:gucs Ditance. : - EE $ 
As to what thou requireſt of me concerning the vari- : 
s Languages of Europe, I will inform thee the beſt I : 
. according to the Obſervations I have made, and | 
Intelligence I have received from Men of Letters, 
ud from Books, which are the Pictures of learned 
ous, Mirrors wherein they may behold their own 
„ fections, whilſt they are on Earth, and after their g 
2 Wc parture to the Inviſibles, other Men may ſee the in- : 


Divine and Human Reaſon. Thus the Aleoran is 
led by ſome of our holy Doctors, The True Image 
original Increaſed Wiſdom. | 8 


Now 


Fl 
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Now of all the Words and Languages on Earth, th 
knoweſt the Pre eminence has been for ever giver yi 
thoſe of the Eaſt; and among them to the .irabiull 
both in regard of its Purity and of its Antiquity, tl 
- whence it is ſtyled The Virgin Mother of Langeages, th 
Diale& of the Bleſſed Above. b 

Thou knoweſt that for this Reaſon it is, the Tu 
Faithful covet no Species of Learning more ardeniiſ 
than to be perfectly ſkilled in ſo divine a Speech, win 
in the Volume of Celeſtial Majefty was penned in Heu 
before the Throne of Gop, and ſent down on E 
by the Hand of Gabriel, Prince of the Meilengers - 
fly on the Errands of the Omnipotent. It was ſent, I 
ſay, to the Prophet, who could neither write nor rei 
that the. World might be convinced of its Divine 0 
ginal. Yet the incredulous will not believe; Thong © 
is manifeft to any Man of impartial Senſe, That i 
Perſon altogether ignorant of Letters could not pa 
bly compoſe a Book, the moſt Elegant that ever wii 
penned in the World, and wherein not the Teaſt Beni 
or Contradiction can be found from the Chapter of uM 
Preface, to the laſt Verſicle, which winds up the v 
Volume. Oh: obdurate Hearts of Infidels ; Oh! wil 
fully blind, that ſhut their Eyes againſt the Splendor ai 
Eternal Light: Oh ! refolvedly Deaf, that ſtop ti 
Ears againſt the Voice of God, and his Prophet, nei 
will they litten to the ſoft Whiſpers which are waſh 
from Paradiſe. 5 e | . 

Such are the Nazarenes, who for the Sake of tl 4 
Greek and Roman Tongues, of which they are paſlo 
ately enamoured, educate their Children in a fair Wl 
to believe all the monſtrous Fictions of the ancient 1M 
ets, or at leaſt all the lying Tales and Legends of ti 
own Prieſts, which are ten times more fabulous than tl 
Hrmer, and more inconſiſtent with Reaſon. And tw 
they do rather than to be at the Pains of learning 4M 
Bick, which would inſtruct them in Truths as clear au 
ſerene as the Orient Sun. | S 


« 


1 I ſhall ſay little of thoſe two ancient Languages i ] | 
Greece and Rome, in regard they being now * | 
ma | 


t verſed in them ad Unguem, as the Latins phraſe it. 
That which ſeems propereſt for me to inform thee. 


Wor ungrateful Daughters, lalian, French, Spaniſh, 
d Por/uguctze. Theſe are her natural Off ſpring, be- 
t during the Roman Conqueſts in the Weſt, and de- 


is, That the Roman or Latin Tongue appears like 
old antiquated Mother thruſt out of Doors by her 


— hy 
| ete, and only to be learned in Schools, th ou, no deubt, - 


ww — 


nerating after that Empire was in its Decline. S0 
Wt they are now taken for no better than Mongrels and 


eds. In Spari/h there is a great Mixture of Gorbi/b | 


d Moreſca Words; the French retain many of their 


q : | Gauliſh Idioms, the Halian is corrupted with a 


ptch potch of Words, left by the Vandals, Huns, and 
pobards, Yet that Fault is recompenced by Abun- 


eee of Greet Etymologies. As for the Portugueze, 


S perfeQtions. IT | 
he only pure Maternal Languages now current a- 
ng the common People in any Part of Europe, are 


ian, and many other Nations. The laſt is con- 


i eat Britain, driven thither by the victorious Saxons 
ir Conquerors above a 'Thouſand Years ago. As 
the reſt, they are only mixed Dialects, and ſo not 


e Arabick at this Day. - They are ſuppoſed to be a 
nant of the Moors, | 


dreſs to God, ſpeak in Greek or Latin, uſe of 
ir Antiquity, Purity, and majeſtick Loftineſs. If to 
gs, ſpeak in Spaniſh, in regard of its flow Pronun- 


| 1 » French, to Dogs; Welſh : But if you would af- 


ion and Gravity: If to Men, uſe: Tralian, to Wo- 


i but a Diale& of Spaniſb, and lies under the ſame. 


= 7 eutonick, Sclawonick, and © Britiſh : The firſt is 
ken in Germany to Perfection, but corruptly in Sewede- 
El : . Denmark, and the United Provinces. 'The . Se- 

ad is common to the Hangarians, Moldavians, ' Poles, * 


d to the Weiß, a People inhabiting a Corner of 


rth taking Notice of; excc ting one mountainous - 
t of Spain, where the Inhabitants are faid to ſpeak 


"he Criticks here in the Weſt uſe to give theſe fol- 
ing Rules in Reference to Languages. If you would 
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Tight an Enemy, or the Devil himſelf, ſpeak Hy 
ulch, | 1 7 | 

They relate a Story of a German Ambaſſador at th 
French Court, who delivered his Meſſage in Teutonict, 
which when a certain Grandee heard, and took Nota 
of its harſh and ſtrong Emphaſis, he ſwore it was hu 
Opinion, That this was the Language wherein Gui 
curſed Adam, Eve, and the Serpent, The Gera 
turning to him, anſwered briſkly, it is poſſible, Monſieu 
It may be ſo; but then I hope you will grant, that Fra 
was the Occaſion of this Curſe, when the Devil choſe i 
tempt Eve in that Language for its Effeminacy, wheel 
ling her, a la-mode de Paris, to eat the forbidden Fri 
| Renowned Mzuſu, do. me the Honour of frequei 
Letters: Inſtruct me in Things whereof I am ignorat:M 
Make me familiar with the Remarkables of the Cowl 
+ try where thou reſideſt: Tranſport Fez, with the ohe 
Parts of Africk which are known to thee 3 tranipaiſ 
them, I fay, ſucceſſively to Paris every Moon, on ii 
Piece of a Paper, and I will ſend thee all ChriEi. 
by Way of Exchange: For thus it becomes the Lora 
of Wiſdom to barter for Knowledge. ; 


Paris, 16th of the 11th Moon, 
| of the Trar 1664, 


4 - . 
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LETTER XY. 


1 Oſman Adrooneth, Aſtrologer 1 6 


HOSE of thy Profeſſion here in the V * 

wholly taken up in contemplating a certain (i 
met which appears in the Firmament. It is of ul 
Sort which they call bearded. And ſome will have! 
to reſemble a Lion, others ſay, it is like a Dragon, 
Crocodile, a Bear, and I know not what. There" 
hardly a Species of four- foated Beaſts, to which. the 0 = - 


42 Spr at Pans, 163 
Rabble do not reſemble it. And ſome affert it to 
the perfect Figure of a Sword. LR, 
[he Mathematicians are ſtraining all their Skill, to 
We the true Dimenſions of this Celeſtial Apparition. 
e Painters are drawing it to the Life; the Poets — 
ing Songs and Ballads of it. And the more learn 
es are framing Aſtronomical Schemes, like ſo man 
Ws or Traps to catch this Meteor in. They watch all 
Motions, and dog it from one Heavenly Houſe to ano- 
r; they track it through the molt intricate Paths of 
Sky. | | e 
f "4 ſtands ſtill, or makes a tranſient Addreſs to any 
net, eminent Star, or Conſtellation, we are pre- 
ly alarmed with the News of it, and bid to be up- 
our Guard, as if there were ſome Miſchief a plot- 
; againſt us Above. The World is barangued with 
Predictions of Wars, Famine, Earthquakes, and 
er Calamities, the ſure Conſequences of this ſuppoſed . 
diy. | | 
ell me, thou who art converſant in the Sciences of 
Stars, and the myſterious Philoſophy of Nature, 
at theſe Comets are? Whether they be only Exha- 
dns drawn up into the higher Region of the Air, by 
Force of the Sun; or whether they be more ſolid 
durable Subſtances ? Whether they be of a poſt- 
ous Origin like the Clouds, Hail, Rain, Snow, 
= other Meteors, the daily products of Nature, the 
tart Off ſpring of the Elements? Or whether they 
in the Rank of thoſe Beings, whoſe Antiquity is 
raceable, which are as old as the World; ſuch as 
Sun, Moon, Stars, and this Earth whereon we tread ? 
or my Part, I believe it is no Hereſy in Science, 
tever it is in Religion, to ſtart new Maxims. For 
ought to know, both in the one and the other, 
Wt we call Innovation, is but a reviving thoſe Prin- 
Vc: which through Deſuetude, or the Corruption of 
nes are grown obſolete, out of Date, and forgotten, 
| 3 72 ly the moſt primitive and ancient Truths in 
World. | | ; 


mo 


Thus 
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Thus I cannot forbear thinking there are ſome oy 
Globes ſcattered up and down the infinite Expanſe, 
fide thoſe whoſe continual Brightneſs expoſes them to 
Eyes. 5 | | | 
The Moon, it is known, with Venus, and other! 
nets, receive their Light gradually from the Sun, 
Hemiſpheres : So that it is certain each of theſe orbicih 
Bodies is always dark by half. And where is the Sl 
ciſm, if we ſuppoſe there are other opaque Bodiej 
the Firmament which receive no Light at all, and 
their Nature and Qualities are incapable of receii 
any but from within themſelves ? So we may ſup io 
theſe Comets to be ſuch ſolid Globes, made reſplendf 
by an Eruption of their central Fire. f 
God only knows the Truth in ſuch Cafes. And 
art better able to decide theſe Queſtions than I, T 
fore referring it to thy ſage Judgment, I pray him 
made the Stars, and orders their Dominion on Ein 
to bleſs thee with favourable Influences, That thy ul 
may be always like a Land flouriſhing under the ſn 
Aſpects of Orion and the Pleiades. 


Paris, 22d of the 12th Moon, 
F the Tear 1664. TR Pn FO 


ä 


. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Sem 
9 of the Ottoman Empire. ; 


HE French have had ſo many Occaſions of 

| LL of late, that it is hard to determine, whic 

fects them moſt nearly. | | | |: 

The Satisfaction which the Pope gave this Mon 

for the Injuries formerly done to his Ambaſſador Wl 

Rome, began the Triumph of the French Cour. Bl 
have already ſent Intelligence of that Quarrel, and \M 
high the Reſentments of the King flew, on the : ; 


y that he received the firſt News of ſo barbarous an 
ont Now I ſhall acquaint thee, That there en- 
da Treaty between them at Piſa, a City of Tal) 


(WE terrified them into a State-Penitence, by the me- 
Wing Approaches they made toward the Eccleſiaſtical 
ritories, through the Principalities of Modena and 
a. Theſe two are Friends to France, and their 
ereſt makes them ſo, in regard that Crown protects 
m from the Pope's Oppreſſion, who is always eſteemed 
ill Neighbour, by the Halian Princes, whoſe Do- 
ions lie next to his. For this Roman Prelate is very 
ent and Rich; he would in a ſhort Time be Lord of 
Europe in Temporals as well as Spirituals, were he 
curbed by the King of France and his Allies. 
WT his makes all the little Sovereigns round about 
e ſtand in Awe of the Monarch who was born to 
mand Crowned Heads. Wonder not at the Expreſ- 
: For I tell thee, ſome of the greateſt Princes in 
he are his Penſioners. This very Quarrel with the 
De has gained the French King three Cardinals more 
Wan were his Friends formerly. 


14 


Ye Concluſion of the Treaty was, That the Pope 
ald ſend a Legate de Latere into France, to pacify 

King's Wrath; and that the Militia or Roman 
ards whom they call Sbirri and Corſes, ſhould be for 
r aboliſhed, and a Pyramid be erected over againſt 


nch, declaring their Crime and Puniſhment, : 
his put the Court of France into a very jolly Hu- 
ar. They fell preſently to Feaſting and Revelling; 
che King's next Project was the Conqueſt of Bar- 


leet of great Ships, to clear the Seas of African 
ir, that fo an Army might be ſafely tranſported 
nm Jozlon, and landed on the oppoſite Shore. His 

liga in this was to reduce the Inhabitants of thoſe 
Wppy Countries to the old Idolatry of their Forefathers, 
plant there the Nazarene Superſtition, and make him- 
1 | the ſole Lerd and Proprietor of 4+ ich, | = 
__ | | © I-eats 
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the Dukedom of Tu/cany, after the French Troops 


ir Guard-Houſe, with an Inſcription in Latin and 


: yy. To this End he ſeat the Duke of Beaufort with 
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I cannot divine what Succeſs he will have in 
great Enterprize ; but it appears as if God were ay 
with the Mu/ulmans; ſuch continual Loſſes they 
| tain by Land and Seas. 
It is with no ſmall Grief I ſaw not long ago 
French, who ſerved in Hungary this Campaign, retun 
Paris laden with the Spoils of True Believers. Ia 
not behold the very Cymetars and Enſigns which tg 
Infidels' took from the vanquiſhed Oſnans hang will 
their Temples as Trophies of their Victory, without iu 
preſſible Paſſion and Regret. It is ſaid here, the 6 
Signior has loſt in Hungary above Thirty thouſand Wl 
this Campaign; whereof Ten thouſand were killel 
* one Battle, and a Hundred and Fifty Colours tak 
with fixteen Cannons, | | 
Beſides, theſe Grafers grate my Ears with ano 
Bravado, boaſting that one French Ship of War fon. 
| ſeven Hours with three and thirty of the Grand 
nior's Gallies, ſunk five, ſcattered the reſt, and d 
off with'a compleat ViRory. | | 
It is a vaſt Advantage the French have in the Sin 
tion of their Country, in that it is waſhed on the Sal 
by the Mediterranean, on the North by the Main-v 
So that it is eaſy for them to curb the greateſt Pati 
Europe on one Side, and ſufficiently moleſt the Lin 
ines on the other. As for the Weſtern Parts, ti 
Kingdom is their very Center: Where all the Lina. 
War, Peace, Commerce, and Traffick meet and u 
minate. She is to Chriſtendom, what Egypt and di 
were in former Ages to the Empire of Old Roms, 1 
inexhauſtible Granary, Whatſoever deſireable Thy 
Nature has frugally dropped here and there in ole 
Regions, are found in this Kingdom as in their Off 
nal Seminary. Corn is plentiful as Graſs, Wine i1 
moſt as cheap here, as Water is with you in ſome Pit 
of Turky. The Fens and Lakes are covered with vi 
Fowl. The Meadows with Sheep, Deers, Goats u 
| Oxen. There is nothing ſcarce but Hens, Eggs, u 
True Believers. I had almoſt forgot their remarkat 
Plenty of Salt, the bare Cuſtom of which * | 


Wy <2) * F \ 8 IF 2 TE 3 e l ne 3 WU TE x © er 1 I n . "IF n 2 * F Cav: *< 
AR Ü SOIT EOSIN . MES: L 5 = 2 3 2 1 S oh wh > WC 8 8 wy » eh 45 BY POD by 


a Srv at PARIS. | 167 
ze King's Coffers with four Millions of Zequins every 


ear. | 5 | 
France alſo abounds in Hemp, a moſt neceſſary Ve- 
etable, whereof ſhe not only makes all her own Cor- 
age and Sails, but alſo furniſhes her Neighbours, 
hich brings in a conſiderable Revenue. There is an in- 
nite Plenty of Fruits, and Trees for Timber, of Iron, | 
tlarble, Free ſtone, and all Things neceſſary for build- | 
cs ships or Houſes, for Defence or Offence by Land or 
ea. Neither are there wanting Mines of Gold, Silver, 
in, Lead, Copper, and other Metals whereof Men 
ake the Inſtruments of War, and the Entertainment 
f Peace. In a Word, this Country is ſo enriched 
ith every Thing, that ſome Hiſtorians and Philoſo- 
hers have called it the Parent of Plenty, others the 
WET ountain of earthly Bliſs, the moſt incomparable Regi- 
of this Globe, the Epitome of the World, or rather 
little World itſelf. CI i 
WS Serene Scribe, thou wilt not wonder at the univerſal 
Wucceſles of the French Arms, when thou conſidereſt 
ul eſe Things, and heareſt the Provinces are peopled like 
ingdoms, the Cities appear like whole Provinces, for 
Wultitude of Inhabitants. To ſay all in a Word, the 
ommon Character of France is the ſame which Phi- 
ſophers give to Nature, That there can be no Vacu- 
n found in it. | 
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+ g „ Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of. 
*5 the College of Sciences of Fez. 


A) ER MIT me to ruſh into thy Preſence, vene- 
rable Patriot of Philoſophy, without the uſual 
ormalities of Addreſs, or Punctilioes of Introduction. 
1 Let 
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Let me be admitted like a Man with- Coals of Pin 
his Head, as the Cuſtom is at the {mperial Porte, nul 
gent Caſes: For I am newly inflamed afreſh with zl 
 thagoriſm, Platoniſm, and Indiani/m. wy _ 
_ . Floods, Fires, and other-Devaſtations by Wat, l 
mine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, and ſuch like Com 
gencies, have either quite aboliſhed the True and N 
mitive Science of the firſt Ages, in moſt Parts of 
Earth; or at leaſt very much diminiſh'd and obſey 
their Original Splendor. . 85 
The beſt Manuſcripts are loſt, unleſs the Indian in 
. Preſerved them. Our Fathers grew torpid, Rupik 
and deſperate, . under the publick Calamities wii 
' overwhelmed whole Cities, Provinces, Kingdoms, u 
Empires: There was no Encouragement for a Scribe 
a Man of Letters, to put himſelf to a needleſs Toi 
labouring to preſerve the Records which came fr 
Heaven: Hiſtories of the World inviſible, celeſi 
perfect, and eternal; Traditions of undiſcoverable/ 
tiquity ; Pandects repleniſhed with bright Oriental f 
dom, and ſealed with the Tetragrammaton, which th 
| knoweſt is the Signet of the Firſt and the Laſt ? In 
of the Divinity which comprehends all Things; a 
is itſelf comprehended of none. | 
| Had they gone about ſuch a Taſk, they knew til 
ſome ill Fate or other would ſwallow their Writ 
and bury them in eternal Oblivion. Hence it is, tl 
at this Day we can hardly boaſt of the Footſteps of ul 
tient Knowledge, a few Fragments and Relicts of H 
mitive Learning ſcattered up and down in divers 4 
thore, and much adulterated with the vain © Opinn 
and Errors of After - times. For every Writer wach 
ther inclined or forced to! flatter the Age wherein 
liv'd, and not oppoſe their Tenets. So that now thy 
is ſcarce any true : Philoſophy extant on this Side , 
—WA Z . >: 
How thoſe Brachmans only had the Happine . 
conſerve ſo ſacred a Treaſure, can be no other Vo 55 
made out, than by their own conſtant Tradition, 0 
the Deluge of Noab never reached thoſe ne. : 
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lers of the Land toward the Eaff. And, perhaps, the 
me Reaſon may be given for the untraceable Chrono- 
ogies of the Chineſe, their Neighbours. For although 
hey differ in the Sentiments and Rites of their Religi- 
dn, in their Laws, Cuſtoms, and Manner of Govern- 
nent; yet they both agree in affirming the World to 


illions of Years, for an uncertain, far beyond it; 
hich is but a modeſt Retrenchment of their own 


enſured that they aimed at an Hyberbole. Ei 
They ſay, That the firſt Matter is co-eternal with 
ob, as Light is co-eval with the Sun, produced alſo, 
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ight diffuſed through the Air is not properly the Sun, 
ut an inſeparable Effect of it; ſo the Univerſe is not 


ever to be divided from his eternal Eſſence. And, 


Norld hath no other Way to expreſs Things of this 
bſtruſe Nature. They are too ſublime for human 
hought; much more do they tranſcend the Power of 
bpeech. All the Dialects on Earth are too barren of 
Words, and Words too defective in Senſe, to deſcribe 
ie ineffable Secrets of Eternity. ate 
As for the various Ranks of Beings, the infinite Di- 
erſity of Forms, reſulting from the firſt Matter, they 
ink it reaſonable to believe, that they were ſucceflive- 
produced in Time; every one in its Order, and ac- 
ording to its Perfection. | | Es 
[ tell thee, it appeareth much more rational for me 
d believe this, than that the firſt Matter itſelf was pro- 
uced out of nothing, above five or ſix thouſand Years 
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er than ſtarve my Reaſon with ſo ſhort an Idea of the 
=o orld's Age, I would embrace the Sentiments of De- 
pris and Epicurus, ſuppoſe an Infinity of Spaces 
Ind Worlds, an Eternity of Generations and Corru 
ons, a continual Change, not only of Individua 
ut of the very Species of Things, through the fatal 
Vor. VI, 2 | Concourſe 


» indeterminately Old, putting a certain Number of 


Thoughts, as if they were unwilling it ſhould be falſly 


nd depending, after the ſame Manner. For as the 


ob, but his Production; ever ſubſiſting on him, and 


or ought I ſee, the moſt ſignificant Language in the 


go, as the Jews and Chriſtians ſeem to teach. Ra- 
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Concouiſe and Blending of Atoms: Yet not demi 
the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, nor undervaluing by 
Providence all the while. For theſe Things are, inn 
Opinion, very compatible one with another. 

I do not pretend to be ſingular, or ſet up for a Dy 
matiſt. Neither am I ambitious of being eſteem 
Wit, by venting Notions above the Reach of vulsy 
Capacities. It is only the pure Love of Truth, whi 
encourageth me to take this Liberty with thee, whoj 
Matters of Philoſophy art the only Maſter of the Ag. 
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To thee, therefore, I ſubmit all my Sentiments x i” 
an Oracle; deſiring thy impartial Anſwer, and c 
ing the Faculties of my Soul in the moſt humble 4” 
tach to thy venerable Wiſdem, I become mute » ©" 


Mummy. | | 
Paris, 3075 of the 12th Moon, 
e the Year 1664. ? 


LETTER XVIII. 


To Mirmadolin, Santone f the Vale if 
ES Sidon. 5 1 


; THAT is this World, that-on all Sides ima 
our Senſes? This Earth under our Feet; th 
Clouds whirling over our Heads; theſe Winds ſhakin 
the Trees; that azure Sky with all its glittering Oni 
ments: What is all this but an eternal Dream; a nM 
Shadow of Gop Almighty's Thoughts? It is plealug 
living in it; it is alſo painful. In his Senſe this Un. - 
verſe is perfectly good; in ours it is mixed with El 
He made it for his own Diverſion, and our Scrutf 
Tt is to us a Field of Riddles and ContradiQions. 
Summer we curſe the Heat, and in Winter blaſphen 
the Cold. Yet we bleſs both the one and the o Air 
when we feel them in due Meaſure and Seaſon, On 


— 
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dur this Colour pleaſeth the Eye, another that; and 
haps in the next it is diſguſted at them both. We 
er find Reſt or Content in any Thing. The ſofteſt 
ſick, at ſome Times, grates our Ears like the croak- 
of Toads. The moſt agreeable Odours are, as 

Smell of a Sepulchre, loathſome and abominable. 


ſons, are unpalatable as the Beverage and Diet of 
11. Neither can the more inſinuating Charms of 
omen put us in a better Humour. All the whole 
ſtem of Nature joined together is not ſufficient to 
prd us Eaſe. Nothing but a Ray from the Omni- 
ent can alleviate our Melancholy, or give us a Taſte 
ourſelves. For we. are the very Deity. in ſcattered 
aments; or we are ſeparated Drops of the Divine 
Hence; Volatile Spirits of Eternity; by Fate or 
Wznce fixed in proper Vehicles of Time and Matter. 
Pantone! this whole - corporeal Univerſe is but a 
b, ſpun from the Bowels of an infinite Gop, and 
dught with inimitable. Artifice, to catch immateri 

ms, Ideas, and Souls in, which are the genuine Off- 
ng of the Eternal Mind. We Mortals, of human 
te, are but ſo many Parcels of the Divinity in dif- 
e, trepaned into Bodies by certain hidden Baits, 
gnets, and Charms, lurking in Embryos with which 
have ſome Sympathy. We are all Gods in Maſ- 
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Air, and the Fiſh of the Sea. Ty 

et us not therefore condemn the antique Ceremo- 
of Gentile Religion, which taught Men to adore 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, the Elements, and all that 


arted Heroes, Demy-Gods, Nymphs, and the reft 
hoſe Beings which are the eldeſt Progeny of Eter- 
Nature. For in fo doing, they did but build Al- 
to the original Fountain of the Univerſe. Since 
D is in the Winds, in the Rain, in the Thunder, 
htning, Hail, and other Meteors; in the Heavens 
Air, Sun, Moon and Stars; in the Fire, Earth and 
ter; inPlants and Animals; finally, fince he is in 
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ze moſt delectable Wines and ſavoury Meats, at ſuch. 


rade. So are the Beaſts of the Fields, the Birds of 


ithin their Circumference, pally the Souls of . 
t4 
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172  _Lerrers Wit ly 
the Elements, and every Thing compounded of they, 
he is not only in tins; but th 4 very Thin 
an ineffable Production of himſelf. And when the jy 
Conſummation ſhall come, it will be but a withdm. 
ing all the extended Lines of his Infinity into their Ca 
ter, where thou and I, and every divided Atom! 
Nature ſhall meet, be united and ſwallowed: up in en 
nal Beatitude. Amen! Amen! Oh thou Lord and 1, 
ther of all Things, inexhauſtible Abyſs of Mirxh 
which know no End. | | 


Paris, 6th of the 1/7 Moon, 
of the Year 1665, 


—— 


LETTER XIV. 
To the ſame. 


UPPOSING it were otherwiſe than J have ſi 
Grant the Doctrine of Epicurus true. Believet 
we and all Things were produced by. the fortut 
Concourſe of Atoms: Yet ſtill we have the ſame 
reater Reaſon to value ourſelves as diminutive 6 
ince, in this Senſe, we muſt of Neceſſity be Eten 
every Atom being ſo of which we are compounded. 
the Opinion of theſe Philoſphers, there is no ſuch Thi 
as an Origin-or Beginning of the Univerſe: Each it ; 
ticle of Matter with them is as old as the Divi 
We have all ranged Eternally from one Form 4 
World to another; danced to the Meaſures of ll 
been Parts of the Orbs above, and of the Cavern: 
low; ſtrayed through the Heavens and all the Elemet 
taken an univerſal Career through infinite and ena 
Spaces; and are now (as fixed as we ſeem in theſe ny 
Fulks of Fleſh)-in the ſame Hurly-burly as ever. ich 
Theſe Bodies which we carry about us are not Go 
pounded of the ſame Atoms as they were ſeven Ja 
ago. There is a perpetual Flux and Reflux of Elles 
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acts from our Duration on Earth, as much as it adds 
it. We move, breathe, and do all Things by Para- 
px. Our very Effence is a Riddle. 


ous Negligence of human Affairs, in that thou art 


ly to conſerve thy Innocence. 8 ; 
What ſignifieth it, whether we believe the written 
Ew or the Alcoran; whether we are Diſciples of Mo- 


thagorus, Epicurus, or Iich Rend Hu, the Indian Bra- 


WF bether we kneel before Images or in a naked 
Woque? It will. be all one in the winding up. We 
but the Machines of Chance. As we live ſo ſhall 
die; and Gop knoweth what will become of us af- 


r Atom of which we are made may be ſcattered 
dm the reſt; we may be tranſported Piece-meal into 
en Hundred Thouſand Millions of Worlds, and ſe- 
n-fold as many Years may expire before two, the 
nuteſt, Particles of our Frame meet together again. 
e need not be troubled at all this: Nothing can hin- 
us from being Immortal and Eternal, although it 
but in Fragments. ee rg 
Go on then, ſacred Vagabond, pious Rambler, holy 
 Wz'tive; go on to aſſert, in the. Courſe of thy Life, 
great Truth, That all Things depend on ever- 
aſting Chance or Deſtiny, Thy Actions ſhall re- 


dus Words: And thy divine Indifference ſhall con- 
mn the helliſh Zeal of furious Bigots, who think to 
aſe Gop and atone for their Sins by ſacrificing hu- 


- 
- 


ith. 


ath, to happy Regions, immarceſſible Joys, and an 
dleſs Succeſſion of Bliſs. Every Atom ſhall find its 
| 13 Paradiſe. 


es. We die as faſt as we live. Every Moment ſub- 


With an open Heart, therefore, I applaud thy reli- 
inely careleſs of thyſelf and every Thing elle, fave. 


, Feſus, or Mabomet; Followers of Ariſtotle, Plato, 
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Win? Of what Import is it whether we pray or not? 


WW wards; neither is it worth our while to be ſollici- 
as, ſince we can be certain of nothing. Perhaps, e- 


dve the Hypocrites of the Age, who abound in ſpe- - 


in Blood, and maſſacring all that are not of their 


God, or Chance, or Fate, ſhall tranſport thee, after 


/ — 
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Paradiſe. 'Thou ſhall mount by Degrees to full, in 
nite, and eternal Felicity. Adieu for. a Time. 


Paris, 20th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of 194 Tear 66g. 


LETTER Ix 
To Iſouf, his Couſin, 0 Merchant at Aftra 1 


W/ HEN J reflect on thy Happineſs in having bull 
| all thy Life at Liberty to change thy Refidenl 
and ramble whitherfoever thy Fancy invited thee; ai 
that even now, at Aftracan, thou art no longer coil 
ned than by thy own Pleaſure or Intereſt, I cannot ll 
bear envying thee. | er 
There is an inexpreſſible Delight in ranging the! 
rious Tracts of the Earth. Whereas to be perpetual 
{hut up and impriſoned, as I am, in a City ſo cloſe 
Righ-built, that the very Winds can ſcarce find a iq 
into her interior Parts, is a perfect Hell upon Earti. 

To ſpeak the Truth, Paris may be called an He 
or Aggregate of Cities, built one upon another ll 
Pelion upon Oſſa, fince the Houſes here are as high 
the Minarets at Conſtantinople, and divided like the 
into the lower, middle, and upper, Regions or Apit 
ments; or rather like the Heavens, whoſe Number! 
ſtronomers aſſert to be Nine. For with ſo many & 
ries do ſome Houſes, nay, whole Streets in Paris, H 
up their Heads; and every Story or Apartment 1s P 
pled like a Bee-hive. S0 that in this infinite Thru 
of Inhabitants, and ſuch as come hither about Buſina 
we are ready to be ſtifled with one another's Brea 

hereas, thou knoweſt, im the Cities all over the 
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the Houſes are intermed with Gardens: The) ! ; Pou 
low-built with Terrafſes on the 725 to take the Merci 
Air on by Night, with Parterres, Kaſkaneys, Und 
uy une WY w 
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*onfervatories, and all the other Conveniencies for 
freſhing the Senſes, by Water, Wind, and odorife- 


ous Smells. | 
This makes me long to be at Conſtantinople, Damaſ-. 


a us, Moſul, or even at Aftracan where thou reſideſt, 
though that City wants many Delights which others 
Wnjoy. However, I ſhould there encounter with Tia- 


as and Turbants, the very Sight of which would half 
ure my Diſcontent. May my Portion be with Tagot, 


5 f I am not tired with ſeeing nothing but theſe Hats and 
ort Coats, theſe ridiculous Franks, theſe Apes with- 
Nut Tails. And then, to hear them rant againſt the 


rand Signior and all True Believers; to hear them. 
laſpheme the Meſſenger of Gop, curſe the Alcoran; 
wile the Mufti and all the Mollahs, with a Thouſand. 
ther Impertinences, which none but ſuch Reprobates, 
ziaurs, and Infidels, would be guilty of; maketh me 
Ither wiſh myſelf deaf, or that my Tongue were at Li- 
erty to anſwer them. But much rather would I deſire 
o be in a Place where I might enjoy my Ears, to re- 
eive the Salem from my Friends that are Muſſulmans, 
nd to hear the Name of Gop devoutly bleſſed on any 
Dccaſion that awakens the Senſe to Piety. 4:4 
Oh that I were among my Countrymen the Arabians, 
mho dwell in Tents and froliek about from Hills to 
alleys, taſting by Turns the various Sweets of the 
foreſt and the Plain. The Groves and Meadows, Pa- 


ontribute to their Delight. They want no innocent, 
oy that the Earth can afford. Their Wealth conſiſt- 

th in the Multitude of their Sheep, Camels, Goats and. 
Jxen: And for them is all their Care, that they may 

dot want Graſs and Water in due Seaſon. As fot 
hemſelves they are reſigned to-Providenc.  _ 

- So are the Tartars, who ſleep in Hords or Waggons, 
ae only Cavaliers of Aa. Whoſe Life is a perpetual 

ampaign from the Cradle to the Grave: Their La- 

dour and Eaſe are derived from the ſame Fountain; ex- 

rcifing themſelves on Horſeback. at ſeven Years old; 


ad feeding on the Milk of Mares as. ſoon as they are 


eaned from their Mothers Breaſts. Tail and Recre- 
| : 14 . 


tures and Arable Grounds, Cities and Villages, all 
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176 LeTrTters Writ by 
ation with them are one and the ſame Thing, fine 
they know no other Pleaſure but what conſiſteth i 
riding, fighting, and conquering; or elſe in Deat, 
which they believe tranſlates them to new Joys, aut 
thoſe more poignant than they knew before. | Then. 
fore, they bravely court it at the Point of a Sword a 
the Mouth of a Cannon: Nothing beeing more ſcans 
lous or hateful than a Coward among them. 
I proteſt, the very Idea of Palus Mæotis, and Tau. 
ca Cherſoneſus, with the reſt of thoſe horrible Fens a 5 
Marſhes on the North of the Black Sea, which encon - af 
paſs the Dominions of the Tartars, affecteth me vu 
a Paſſion, or rather ſuch a Medley of Paſſions, a: | 
know not how to name. "Thoſe ample Deſarts, th 
untracked Solitudes, appear to my Imagination like te 
Limits of this old habitable World; and the Fronten 
of fome new, ſtrange, and unknown Region; fon: 
Terra Incognita, where an univerſal Diſſolution and v 
lence keep their Seat for ever: Where no Voices a: 
heard but thoſe of uncouth Satyrs, Fauns, and ot 
exotick Tenants of the Woods and Moors. No oth 
Sound but the whiſtling and roaring of the Wind 
No Proſpect but that of Trees which have appear 
from the Infancy of Time; and where thoſe are war ir 
ing the Eye is wearyed in a long endleſs Waſte, what 
nothing ſeemeth to bound but the declining Arch k 
diſtant Skies, or low, black, melancholy Clouds, kin 
ed with Miſts and Fogs, eternal Mantles of the N 
ern Climes. Yn : - 
This is the Figure of thoſe ſolitary Tracts where 
would chuſe to live, rather than in a City which ſtiſe 1, 
me with too much Plenty of every Thing but freſb Ar 
and honeſt People. | 4 
Tfouf, the Contrarieties which we find in earti 
Things give a Guſt to each other. And the mol... 
magnificent Palace would ſeem a Priſon, were a Mal gn. 
always confined to live in it. 5 „ 
Couſin, Iwiſh thee perpetual Liberty and Happineſ. 1 


Paris, 715 of the 2d Moon, | 
„ the Tear 1665. 
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| MIDST'-the Variety of Obligations which 1 
have to diſcharge; I forget not to obey thy Com- 
ands. I have already, in my former Diſpatches, ac- 


a uainted thee with the Characters and ſome remarkable 
"SP afages of Henry IV, Lewis XIII, Lewis XIV, Cardi- 
ug R;chlien, Cardinal Mazarini, and the Prince of 


onde. Now I will fay ſomething of the famous Ma- 


- 4 {chal de 7. urenne, whoſe Fame reacheth whereſoever 
b ee French Wars have been talked of for theſe forty 


Tour dq Auvergne, Son of the Duke of Bouillon. 


ears. The Name of this great General is, Henry de 
When his Father was near his Death, he called for 


otn his Sons, whereof this was the Voungeſt. And 


mong other Exhortations he recommended, in a ſpecial ; 
inner, three Things to their Practice: Never to re- 
Wounce or. change their Religion: Never to take up 


rms againſt their Sovereign: Nor to provoke the 
| irſt Miniſter. 2 e 8 1 


As to the Firſt, the Mareſchal de Turenne has hither- 
go kept it inviolably; but he hath faultered in both the 
her, having revolted from his Maſter's Service during 
is Minority, and oppoſed the Intereſt of Cardinal Ma- 
arini, when the Parliament perſecuted that Miniſter. 
However, this hindereth not but that he is a great 
oldier, and beſides he is ſince reconciled to the King. 
le ſeemeth to be born for martial Affairs. And they 
elate of him, That when he was but Ten Years old, 
and his Governor miſſing him, had ſought up and 


1 lown every where for him, he at length found him faſt 


E 


deep on a Cannon, which he ſeemed to embrace 
ith his little Arms as far as they would reach. And 
ben he aſked why he choſe ſuch a Couch to lie on, he 
rade Anſwer, That he — to have ſlept there 
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« all Night, to convince his Father that he was hardy 
* enough to undergo the Fatigues of War, althoup 


the old Duke had often perſuaded” him to the conti. 


? FE 


Ty.“ And to ſpeak the Truth, no Man was mor 
carele of his Body than this Prince. 


At fourteen Years of Age he was ſent into Holland u ü 
ſerve in the Army, under the Prince of Orange, v 


was: his Uncle. There he applied himſelf to alt th 
Diſcipline of War, doing the Duty of a private 80. 
dier: Which is the common Way that Cadets, « 


younger Brothers, take to riſe to the moſt eminent O. 
fices. He was equally forward in Labours and Peril, 
neyer ſhunning any Fatigue or Hazard which migit 
bring bim Glory; yet he-was not raſh, the comma 
Vice of Youth, but tempered. all his Actions with af 
extraordinary Prudence and Solidity of Judgment, be 


himſeif. 
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tdy prove his Ruin if he did not. Vet ſuch was his Inte- 
t grity and Love to the Truth, that by no Means would 


he be brought to condeſcend to this Meanneſs of Spi- 
rit: Vet, perhaps. it. might only proceed from the A- 
verſion which in thoſe Days he had for the Cardmal: 


Many Times it is evident that a natural Pafſien is made 
10 to paſs for a moral Virtue. Beſides, perhaps, he was 
he unwilling to be deprived of the Glory due to him for 
0 chat important Service. V 
He is a Man of few Words, and 16 ſecret in all his 
„ cCounſels, that no Body knows any Thing of his De- 
h N figns until he puts them in Execution. Every Man; 
* elteems him the moſt liberal Prince of this Age, having, 
no other regard fox Money than as it, ſerves the Neceſ- 
0 ſities of his Family, and enables him to oblige his 


Z endued with ſo many goad Qualities and Virtues, that 
he is beloved by all the Nation, and in particular Fa- 
Wy vour with his Sovereign, who treats Him not as a Sub- 


ea, but as one of his moſt intimate Friends. 
May Gop, who hath raiſed up this, great Genius to 
[ aggrandize the French Monarchy, continually ſupply 


like the Moon, but never be in its Wane, until tut Fla. 
net ſhall no more appear im the Heavens, and the Faſt 


ing of the Elements mall be diſſolved, 


Paris, 12:4 of the 2 Moon, 
of the Tear 1663. 
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In a Word, whatever Vices he may have, he is yet 


che Grand Sigmior with valiant and expert Generals, 
chat the Empire of the Faithful O /mars may increaſe 
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s Chamber, a Paper containing Ine 


Tu ds Iſſue de Race Auguſte. 
Ton Ayeul eft Henry le Grand; 


| 1 ton Pere Lowis 2 & © fa 35 


8 our Toy, tu nes quun Lowis 4 Argent. 


Thou knoweſt where the Force of the Poets Wi 


ies, rn travelled in France and learned their Lan- 


uage. e King ſmiled at the reading of it, aud 

emed to be pleaſed with the Frankneſs of the Author, 
ſaying, He was worth a Thouſand Flatterers., He Wi 
| 147 —Y likewiſe to give him five Hundred Louis's for 

is Wit, if he would diſcover himſelf, as alſo to pardon 
him on his Royal Word. But the Satyriſt. would not 


venture himſelf, knowing that Kings have more Ways 


than One to revenge themſelves of private Perſons, 
their Subjects. However, ſince the King appeared ſo 
well pleaſed with this, he was reſolved to give him an- 
other Touch of his Skill. And the very next Mort 
ing, in the ſame Place, the King found theſe Words, 


Tu ne le Scaura pas Lowis, 
Car jetois ſeul quond je le fr, 


There 


— 
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ere have been many Conjectures 5 about the 
Luthor of theſe Lampoons. Some ſay one Thing, and 
me another. And there are not wanting ſych as 
ſten it on a Virgin of Collen, now reſiding at this 
ourt: Her Name is Anne Marie de Sturnam. She is 
ery learned, and ſpeaks Arabick, Latin, Turkiſh, 
Wreck, lealian, French and Spaniſh, as fluently as her 
ative Dialect. She is of a fine Wit, and piercing 
| 8 in the Controverſies of enn, and Reli- 


f There are ſeveral Epiſtles af hers in Print, ſome 
Wenned in Latin, others in French, addreſſed to the 
oeen-Mother, Cardinal Richlieu, Cardinal Maxarini, 
Ind others; befides a Book of Poems, moſt of them 
Watires. And it is this laſt gives the World ſuch a Jea- 
eas) of her writing the Lines which were found on the 
WKing's Table. For the Criticks have compared them 
With her Style; and find a very near reſemblance be- 
tween them. 
W But let who will be the Author, I think the French 7 
Wing is wronged in the Character they give him, For 
Whough he has heaped up great Quantities of Gold and 
Pilver to carry on his vaſt Deſigns, yet he is no Win; 
being very liberal to Perſons of Merit. 0 
l ſend thee this for thy Diverſion, and in o to 
Por future Correſpondence, Take it for an Example, 
and be as familiar with me, * the old Latin | 
Fo roverb, Manus manum fricat. | 


Faris, 11 1 of the 6th Moon, 
ile Tear 166 wy 
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LETTER XXII. 


To 7 the Captain Baſſa. 


gray why Heart be chearful, and thy Voyage 
crowned with * where · ever ou faileſt, 
noble 


their own Game. 
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noble old Tarpaulin, and Favourite of the God of tis 
Sea. The Empire of the Ottoman: has not had ſo bray 
a Commander of the Navy theſe thirty Years. Gy 
rant thee good Fortune againſt the Infidels, whether q 
the White or Black Seas. Thou art already famous fy 
thy Exploits on the latter, in above twenty Engage 
ments with. tha Co/acks, Cüircaſſiants, and the reſt c 
thoſe thieviſn Countries. But nothing has raiſed ty 
Character ſo high. as the laſt Combat thou hadſt yi 
Pachicour, the renowned Pyrate of thoſe Parts, vo 
threatned not only his Chriſtian Neighbours, but ab 
the Ottomas Empire with infinite Ravages. 
But thou haſt ſtemmed the Tide of his Glory, hun, 
bled the maritime People his Confederates, and by thu 
means made thyſelf a Way into the Archipelago ud 
Mediterranean, where thou rideſt as another N 
King of the Waters. | s : 
Take not this for Flattery ; for I. tel thee, I h: 
not ſaid ſo much to a Baſſa of the Sea theſe ſeven a Ml 
twenty Years; Neither indeed had I any Reaſon. He 
that merited the moſt applauſe in all that Time vu 
the brave Zorneſan Mauſfapha. And I addreſſed no mon 
to him than his due. Fortune did not favour hin, Wi 
or elſe he had done great Things. As for the reſt, they er. 
were generally Men never bred to Sea-Affairs, but Mi 
nions of the Court, or Bullies of the City, who ver 
better at making a Noiſe, than at any Action of Hazarl e! 
or Importance. And there were ſome bold Renegadoes nu. 
but they played faſt and looſe, and no Body knew where 
to have them. eee ee a err 7008 
Treachery infects the whole World; but in the 8 
Weſtern Parts it reigns as in its Center. Here is 10. 
thing but Undermining and Ambuſnes: One State tre Wl 
| panning another out of their Guards, and-then they by : 


It would be endleſs to acquaint thee with the Orig- on 
nal of the Quarrel between the Zxg/;/5 and the Dutt. 
Let it be enough for thee to know, that theſe People are Wl 
at odds now: And in regard the / Strength of both Nai: Ws 
ons lies in their Shipping, they are preparing to * 2 
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he Northern Seas with Navies; but the Iſlanders fill 
net the beſt on't. They claim the Sovereignty of thoſe 
eas, and in my Opinion they deſerve it. I ſpeak ac- 
« cording to my Intelligence; being aſſured, that no Na- 
ion ever prevailed againſt them on that Element. | 
I 1 They have.bade terrible Fight this Summer, wherein 
e Dutch loſt ſeventeen Ships of War, beſides Veſſels 
i of ſmaller Note. The Commander of the Engliſh 


ieet is called the Duke of York, a great General, and 
WBrother to the Engliſb Kings His Name was famous 
n Trance and Flanders during the Spaniſo War. And 
Whough the Land afforded him no farther Occaſions of 
Glory, yet he has found ſome in the Sea. Opdam, the 
reateſt Admiral that ever the Dutch could boaſt of, fell 
WR Sacrifice to his Genius. | 

l am the more particular in this Relation, becauſe it 
Ws fit thou ſhouldeſt know the Characters of all the brave 
crocs lividg- EE Eo 

= Since this Fight, the King of France has ſent an Am- 
Haſſador to the Engliſb Court to mediate a Peace. What 
We his Negociation will have, is of no great Import 
Wo us, who ſerve the Grand Signior, ſole Lord of the 
our Seas: But I will tell thee ſomething which it con- 
Werns thee to know. __ * 

= The Ling ot France is going to cut a Canal through 
Part of his ingdom, by which the Mediterranean may 
e joined to the Main Sea. This is a vaſt Deſign, and 
uch diſcourſed of in Europe, being a Parallel to what 
as been formerly 9 by ſome Kings of Egypt, 
nd Emperors of Rome, ko join the Mediterranean and 
e Sea together, for the ſake of an eaſier Traffick to 
e Eaſt Indies. Ef | 

Thou oughteſt alſo to be informed of the Duke ef 
Beaufort's Exploits on the Coaſts of Barbary, He is 
ommander of the French Navy in thoſe Seas, and has 
lone great Injuries to the People of Alpier, Sarcelle, 
oꝛugie, and other Ports. „ 

Though theſe Rebels are deſervedly puniſhed for de- 
rrting the Protection of the High Porte, yet let us re- 
2 | Ts | member, 


18, Lerrens Writ by 
member, that the Algerines are Muſſu Imans, and ther 
fore e ought not to be abandoned to the Malice of Infide 
Mighty Baſſa, fail thou in the 8 of Go 
ag gain d Enemies of the Ottoman = And 
when thou haft finiſhed: thy Vo her : 
ber — r waft nl 0 15 herb on, ma + 
above'the irmament, an land 
Ports of Taradiſe. l vo 85 1 e 
Paris, 34 of the 90 Io | | 
of — _ e 


The End of the Third Book. 
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LETTER 1. 
_ To Achmet Beig. 


HIS Court has put on the exterior Sem- 
blance of Mourning, whilſt they inwardly 
rejoice at the Death of Philip IV. King of 
Spain. He deceaſed on the 7th of the gth 


Death of the Duke of Yendo/me, a Prince of Royal Ex- 
raction, and, whilſt living, not far from a Poſſibility of 
nheriting the Crown of France. But now he is gone to 
he Grave, the general Receptacle of all Mortals, and 
hich makes no Diſtinction between the Noble and the 


ulgar. | | | | | 
There have bee * of Ceremonies performed 


Orleans, the Duke of Valois, and other Princes of the 
Blood, for the Health of the departed Soul: For the 
Axarenes, to give them their due, fall not ſhort of the 
rue Faithful, in believing the Reſurrection and _— 

5 tality 


oon. It is poſſible their Grief is more real for the 


dn the Part of the King, the Dauphin, the Duke of 
2 
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16 LINEA Writ by 
tality to come. They conſign the Bodies of the Dal 
do their Sepulchres, with ſolemn Rites of Religion, pe. wi 

| 14, "way with Incenſe, and ſprinkling them wü 
Holy Water; rehearſing alſo certain ſacred Hymns a 
Prayers appointed for that Purpoſe. Neither do thy {MM W. 
neglect to faſt and give Alms, to perform any pia 

ce which is practiſed by the Muſſulmans, for th«M 
Friends who are gone ta the inviſible State. They amo 
with us in abundance of good Things, and if they n tic 
ſome _— and Errors, let us pity their Wen. 
d praiſe God who guides us into the right Wy, 
and ſuffers us not to be ſeduced into the Way of Infidel, 
He is the Merciful of the Merciful, the Joy of th 
Elect, and the Hepe of all Nations. Should he puni 
Men according to their hourly Demerits, the Earth woil 
ſoon be depopulated, and void of any other Inhabitam 
_ fave the Beaſts. But he knows our Mold, and remen: 
bers that we are no more than a mere Froth or SpumedMi 
the Elements, and that in a very little Time, by te 
Courſe of Nature, we ſhall vaniſh like Bubbles wia 
yield to every Blaſt of Wind. Therefore he ſpares ui 
and connives at our Infirmities, becauſe he is the Lov hh 
of Souls. a | N 7 

I fpeak this as an incentive to Charity among ou; 
felves, and to our Fellow-Mortals, It ſeems to me u- 
_ reaſonable, that we ſhould purſue with inexorable Ha. 
tred all the followers of Jeſus. He was a Holy P. 
Phet, humble, mild, chaſte, and harmleſs. He di 
many good Works himſelf, and commanded his Did 
ples to imitate his Example. He rebuked: thoſe among ll 
them that would have called down Fire from Heaven tv 
conſume his Enemies: Enjoining them to return Blel: WM 
ings for Curſes, Prayers for Blaikhemics, and Good for 
Evil. There are thoſe among them who obey his P. 
cepts. As for the Wicked, I am not their. Advocate. 
If the greateſt Part of the. Chriſtians live contrary u 
the Law of the Meſſias, let us conſider alſo how mary 
Hypocrites, Libertines, Hereticks, and Atheiſts ther 
are among thoſe who profeſs the Muſſulman Faith. 
Doubtleſs, there are good and Bad of all * 2 
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And it is impoſſible to find an Aſſembly of juſt Men, 
without a Mixture of Sinners. | 

As for our Differences with the People of Fejas, in 
Matter of Worſhip, it ought not to make us — that 
we are Men, compounded of the ſame Fleſn and Blood 
as they. And for ought we know, God, who made 
all the Nations of the Earth, may accept of their vari- 
ous Rites and Ceremonies in paying him Divine Adora- 
tion. | | . 
We that are the Poſterity of 1/maet, and worſhip the 
Eternal aſter the Manner of our Fathers, who followed 
the Pattern of 7brabim the beloved of God, cannot de- 
ny but that the Law of Mojes was of Divine Original: 


r 


129 
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ih And yet it contains Precepts and Injunctions, to which 
Ni we are wholly Strangers in our Practice; though the 
eee, who are the Defendants of Jacob, obey them to 


SS . ny rn 


this Day. © | | 8 
o So we believe what the Alcoran fays of the Me/fas, 
ht That he is the Breath and Word of God ; that he 
a healed Diſeaſes, raiſed the Dead, wrought. many other 


Miracles, and preached the true heavenly Doctrine. Yet 
chere is abundance of Differences between the Ceremo- 
nies which the very Apoftles uſed in- the Service of God, 
and the Worſhip eftablifhed by Hahomer our holy Law 
ver: But he tells us, that they, who live up to the 
= Law of Jeſus, ſhall go to Paradiſe as well as the Muſ- 
ſuolmans. | | | 

f The greateſt Scandal which the Chriſtians give us is 
their ſetting up Pictures and Images in their Temples, 
and the Reverence they pay to thoſe inſenſible Pieces of 
human Art. And yet for ought we know they may be 
excuſable before God; ſince they profeſs openly in the 
publick Decrees of their Councils, that the Veneration 
and Honour they pay to the Figures of Saints and Angels 
is only relative; the Devotion at the ſame Time reſt- 
ing not on this Side the Prototypes. i | 
If this be true, I ſee no more hurt in their Worſhip of 
Images, than in bowing and proſtrating before the Alco - 
ran, which is but another Sort of Imagery, repreſenting 


the Divine Will. 
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In a word, if the Hieroglyphicks of the antient In 


fans are allowed to be lawful. Leiters, and Inftrumeny | u 


to expreſs the Inward Conceptions of the Mind; in 


Opinion, the Painting and Sculpture, which we ſee = 
the Churches of the Chriſtians, ought not to be co 


demned as an eaſier Way to convey the Hiſtory q 
Jeſus, and the reſt of the Prophets and Saints to the vi | 
gar, who are generally ignorant of Letters. Unleſi u 


ſhall ſay, that the Son of Mary was an Idol, and the Pro. 


Phets and Saints were Devils; which God avert fron ; 
the Mouth of a True Believer, | 1 


Paris, 13th of the 1 175 Moon, 
of the Tear 1665. 
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75 William Voſpel, 4 Recluſe of Auſtria 


7 Y Diſpatch came to my Hands in a good How I 


I peruſed with Reverence the Paternal Inſtruct. : 


ons it contained; the grave and judicious Apothegms; Wills 


the ſacred Rules and Inſtitutions of a regular and ſpir- I 


tual Life; the Morals more refined than thoſe of P 


dar, Epictetus, Seneca, or Cato. But pardon me, if - 


reliſh not ſo well thy Panegyrick on ſome of the new); Wl 
cCanonized Saints; from which you take occaſion to e: 
tol the Pope's Infallibility, and to exclude from Salv Wi 
tion all that are not within the Pale of the Rona il 

1 4 


Chur ch. | | T 
Im a Chriſtian and a Catholick as well as you. 1 
honour the Apoſtles and Martyrs, with all the Prim 
tive Saints, Confeſſors, and Holy Doctors of the Church. 5 
But I can never be perſuaded, that a Man for being : Bl 
Murderer, Traytor, and Inventor of cruel Devices, o 
a Learned Sycophant, can merit Heaven, though be BY 
may be ranked in the Red Lines of the Calendar. Mock Bl 
leſs can I believe, that all Men ſhall be damned, * 3 
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Pre not in Communion with the Biſhop of Rome. Cer- 


„. inly the Catholick or Univerſal Church is not ſhut up 
u ichin the narrow Confines of the ſhattered Roman Em- 
ire. Conſider Greece, Armenia, Egypt, Mauſcouy, E- 


bipia, and all the ſpacious Territories of Europe, and 
Wc Eaſt, How many Millions daily ſay the Pater- 
ofter, and pray in Ze/us's Name, yet never paid Obe- 
Wience to any 5 their own Patriarehs and Biſhops ? 
Were not all the Apoſtles equally in Commiſſion? Were 
ot the Churches they founded and eſtabliſned equally 
oly and orthodox? Where then commenced the 
Ir ighty Schiſm, but in the moroſe Pride of Victor, who 
for the ſake of Paſchal Niceties) affronted all the 
hurches in the World, and was for that Reaſon ſeverely 
eproved by a French Biſhop of his own Obedience; 
Wcſides the Reprimands of Pofycarp, and other Prelates 
of the Eaſt ? Was not St. Febn the Beloved, that reſted 
is Head with Divine Honour on the Breaſt of Chri/ft, 
Was privy to the Laws of his Maſter as Peter, Paul, or 
ny other abortive Apoſtle ? Remember the firſt Gene- 
ral Council at Feru/alem, where James the Brother of 
dur Lord ſate Preſident, decreeing abſtinences exactly 
vppoſite to the preſent Roman Faith and Practice. And 
believe at the ſame time, that it was Imperial Vanity 
and Pride which firſt begot the fatal Separation. Hereſy 
was but the Baſtard of the Apoſtolick Canons, cheriſhed 
and too much countenanced by Gonftarrtine and his Suc- 
ceſſors, until the fatal Time of Phocas, whoſe untimely 
Death made all Things ripe for the intended Uſurpati- 
on. Oh Guicciardine How truly haſt thou writ the 
state of modern Rome / Worthy as Horace. of eternal 
Honour. Thy faithful Proſe equals his courtly Verſe, 
WY and merits new 4ugu/tuses. to patronize it. 3233 
Believe me, Father William, I have no Spite or 
Enmity againſt the Roman High-Prieſt. I reverence 
him equally with his Brethren the Patriarchs of Con- 
_ /:tinople, Jeruſalem, Alexandria, and Antioch, I 
= would go beyond this for the Sake of Conformity to 
ancient Cuſtom, and, in Obedience to the celebrated 
Council of Nice, I would willingly acknowledge him 
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the Primate of the World. Let him have the $i 
Place, in God's Name, among the Patriarchs of th 
Univerſal Church. But let him not ride on the Neck; 
of his Equals. Let him not pretend a Power to cance 
the Apoſtolick Canons; traverſe the Traditions of the 
Fathers, repeal the Decrees of General Councils, di. 
penſe with the Laws of Nature, Grace, Reaſon, MM 
rality, and the very Inſtitutions of his Predeceſſon i 
Men, without queſtion, as infallible as he. This « | 
not the Way to make Proſelytes to the Roman Faith, i 
unleſs it be of Fools and Knaves. The World has n. 
ceived new Lights, Father Villiam, and Men begin u 
hiſs religious Bantering off the Stage. Nay, erm 
they who are moſt guilty of it, I mean the Ronu il 
Courtiers, Cardinals, and Priefts, cannot forbear laugi- 
ing at the Folly, and credulous Eaſineſs of thoſe a 
whom they impoſe their pious Frauds. The bigottel 
Laity are by them eſteemed no better than filly Af, WF 
tamely couching under the Burdens of their Eccleſiaſi. 
cal Lords and Drivers. : 
_ © Therefore, it is time for thee to open thy Eyes, lit 
up thy Head, and lay afide Monaftick Simplicity: 10 
not counſel thee to turn Libertine, or imitate the Tran 
. Gallantry, which has taught the Prieſts, inſtead of f. 
cred Continence, to ſquint a Benediction on ſons if 
charming Lady from the Altar, in the Name of Da. Wl” 
mus Vobiſcum, or Surſum Corda ; even whilſt they ar Wn 
preparing for Divine Revels, to banquet on the Flel 
and Blood of God. Oh! monſtrous Perfidy, and er 
crable Profaneneſs! Nor if thou art affronted and fe. 
vengeful, would I adviſe thee to time the Execution of i 
thy Wrath like the Sicilian Veſpers, and make th: 
Bells become the Signals of thy Cruelty, which ought, ll 
and were deſigned, and conſecrated on pu oſe to dril 
on harmleſs Souls to Church, with their dull, ſleepy, 8 
jangling Chimes ; and with their more triumphant, 1o- 
ty Muſick, on the Feſtivals of the Saints, to make de 
| vouter Chriſtians dream they are going to Heaven, in- 
ſtead of a Maſſacre, I would not have thee hope 08 
merit Paradiſe, by ſending thither in Obedience oo : 
85 . | op, 
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ope, or General of thy Order, the majeſtick Souls of 


: Cings or Emperors, in Vehicles of ſacred Poiſon or 
 Fnvenomed Euchariſts. Believe that thoſe Prelates, _ 
bes, or Monks, who are thus divinely prophane, 
N d mercifully cruel, ſhall become Mitred, Veſted, 
oled Monſters, in the fierceſt and moſt violent glow- 
„s Dens of Hell; there with the moſt exalted Arſe- 
| Wicks, Mercuries, and whatſoever gives the higheſt 
gains, to languiſh, pine, and rack away Ten Thou- 
ad. Thouſand, Thouſand Ages, in Penances of ſlow 
„ed, which expiate but very late the crying Sins of 
D aity Murderers, and bloody Hypocritees. 
0 vet ſuch as theſe, ſince modern Times, are the o 
ten thought worthy to be canonized for Saints; whic 
ade a certain honeſt Cardinal cry out in Preſence of the 
pe, Theſe new Saints force me to doubt the Old Ones. 
Father Villiam, the ſame Thought begins and ends 
letter. Yours was upon the Stretch, extolling far 
o high the largeneſs of the Roman Church, the in- 
ilible Power of the Popes, the Miracles of theſe New 
ints. And I, for my Part, am a Man abhorring 
o eotry. I cannot believe Things contrary to my Rea- 
n IN wiſh the Differences of Mankind in Point of 
Of ion were rationally compoſed, and that the Good 
e Sects, Factions, Parties, Churches, and Com- 
enions, were united in this Life, as they ſurely will 
in the next. | 1 5 
ln the mean time, to the Father without Beginning; 
che Son without a Younger Brother; to the Ho 
„ baoſt, the Firſt and the Laſt; to the Virgin Mary 
other of the Entire Deity, I recommend thee and: 
ad Chriſtians, hoping to ſee you in Heaven, though 
cannot it ſeems think alike on Earth. „ 
, atis, ½ of the 12th Moon, 
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20 Nathan Ben Saddi, à Jew at Vienna 


 A'CCORDING to thy Deſire, I have procy 
and ſent thee the Alcoran, with other Wi : 

of our Holy Doctors; Books which will conduct then 
to the right Way. Thou wilt find in theſe Volume M 

' » Spirit of Life and Power. There breathes in tha 
. certain vital Principle of Reaſon; ſo that whoſoen 
reads them attentively, may feel (if I may ſo ſpeak) i 

very pulſe of intellectual Wiſdom, beating in em 
Sentence. | ; 
There is a vaſt Difference between theſe Writ 

full of Arguments clear and Intelligible, and the Win 

ſies of thy Rabbies, who abound in ſacred Fables, u 

divine Romances. HY 4 

Who can peruſe your celebrated Miſnah, vid 
Diſdain? Or look into your more applauded: Tan 

and not feel himſelf touched with Horror, at the null 
ſtrous Blaſphemies and ridiculous Forgeries therein u 
tained? Doſt thou not laugh at the Story of God's pu 

ling up the Leviathan until the Days of the Meſſiab; u 

that other of the Bull which daily devours the Fodd: i 

a Thouſand Mountains? Or wilt thou ſhew me the lf 

of that Bird, from whence, the Talmud ſays, an ln 
falling on the Earth threw down three hundred i 
Cedars with its Weight, and, at length breaking, owl 
flowed ſixty Villages with the liquid Subſtance inch 

in the Shell? _ 
Such as theſe muſt needs be fit Themes for the (u 
templations of the Omnipotent ! And yet your Rabbi 
teach, that God ſtudies nine Hours of the Day ne 

the Talmud. Can = Man of common Picty | 

| theſe Blaſphemies and not tremble? What Afr 

are theſe to human Senſe? What Impoſitions on 1, 
Reaſon of the credulous Jews? Does the moſt peril 

of all Beings acquire Knowledge by Degrees, or ii 
Eternal Intelle& improved by reading of Books? ff 
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t were ſo, would he not make a better Choice than of 
:Volume, which, in the incredible Stories it relates, ex- 
eeds all the Figments of Poets??? 
Tell me, Nathan, can'ſt thou ſwallow that loud Lye 
pf the Talmud, which tells thee, That there was a Lyon, 
Who when he roared at the Diſtance of four Hundred 
iles from Rome, all the Women that were with 
hild in that City, being affrighted at the Noiſe, miſ- 
Farried, and the Walls of Rome fell down? And when 
e drew nearer by a Hundred Miles, he ſet up. his 
7 hroat again, which made ſo terrible a Sound, that all 
he Romans Teeth fell out of their Heads, and the 
WE mperor himſelf felt ſuch Convulſions, as had well- 
Wigh coft him his Life. . 8 nen 
Surely the Crow, which the Talmud 42 in ano- 
her Place, was but a Puny to this monſtrous Lion; and 
ret it ſeems that Crow ſwallowed a Serpent, that had 
aten a Frog as big as a Village of threeſcore Houſes, and 
hen he had done, flew into the next Tree. I ſuppoſe, 
hat was the Tree which grew in Paradiſe, and was 
e Hundred Miles high, according to the Talmud. 
| ave I not Reaſon for this Raillery, when one of your 
abbies ſolemnly ſwears, he was an Eye-witneſs of theſe 
eg hings ? Who can forbear to ridicule the Bigotry of 
rooſe who give up their Faith to ſuch Deluſions? 
Thou wilt meet with more rational Entertainment in 
ee Books of the Muſſulman Doctors; more- eſpecially 
that Tranſcript thou haſt of the Volume firſt dictated 
Heaven. That confirms the true Law of Moſes, but 
anmns the Impoſtures of the Talmuu, attributing the In- 
ention of fuch Errors to the Devil. OP 
But thou wilt aſk me, perhaps, what I mean by the 
rue Law of can (ok Shall I tell thee the Opinion of 
ne of thy own Nation, a:Hebrew of the Hebrews, as 
ee pretends, and, for ought I know, of the ſame Tribe 
RP ith thyſelf: For I am a Stranger to the Genealogies 
df you both. e 
Some Years ago here was in this City a Man, who, 
fwe may believe him, has been in all the Cities 
: df the World. The French call him, the Fandering 
YT Ver. VI. | K 3 t Jeau; 
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Jero; and he confirmed that Title, by the Profeſin 
he made of his Birth, Deſcent,” and univerſal Travel 
No doubt but thou haſt heard of this Man, or, at lex 
of ſuch a Character, and therefore I need not repex 
what he faid of himſelf, and what the Generality 
Mankind believe of him. Suffice it to tell thee, thy 
T was once in his Company Half a Day together; wha, 
among other Diſcourſes, he told me, that the trueLy 
of Moſes has been loft for above theſe two Thouſay 
Years, except in the North Parts of Aſia, where ther 
are an infinite Number of Hebrews, but far differen 
in their Religion from all the Jeæus in the reſt of ti 
World. He fays, the Country where they inhabit; 
environed round with high and inacceſſible Mountain MW 
T aſked him the exact Geographical Situation of i 
Country, but received no other Anſwer than that it h 
beyond the River Sabbation. Then I remembem 
what I had read in E/dras, a Scribe of thy Natia 
concerning the Tranſmigration of the Ten Tribes wei 
were carried away Captives by the 4/{yrians: H 
they paſſed through a certain River on dry GrounlWor 
the Waters being divided to the Right Hand and to 
Left, and that after the ſame Manner they ſhould ret 
again in the latter Days; but that in the mean Tim 
the Region where they live was hidden from all ot 
VVV 
Comparing this Paſſage with what I had heard fu 
the Wandering Few, I became almoſt -perſuaded ra 
the People and Country of which he ſpake, were ing 
very ſame mentioned by Eſdras. Gob only can ig. 
cern the Truth from Error in Hiſtories of ſo rem ar 
gnd ancient 2SubjetQ;: oo oo are 515 = 
As to their Religion, I was juſt going to give hi 
an Account of what he ſaid concerning it, but an» 
terrupted by Company. Wherefore I am forced Wu? 
break off abruptly. Expect a full Relation in my nei ff w 
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Y HE Interruption which made me ſo ſudden! 
1 conclude my other Letter laſted not long; ſo 


hat I have Time enough to, perform my Promiſe by 
he ſame Poſt. TTT 
I was about to relate what the Wandering Few told 


a 
ne of the Religion of thoſe remote Hebrevus in Aſia, 


vhich take as follows. 


1 He ſays, they are a Nation of Philoſophers, bound 
ui y their Laws to ſtudy the Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
hey have none but Iron-money current among them; 
Wc Uſe of Gold and Silver Coins being expreſly for- 
u idden by their Laws, to prevent the Temptations of 
varice and Theft: For who would ſteal, or covet a 


Metal, which, for its Bulk, was not eaſy to be hid, nor 
or its Beauty very defireable, being every where com- 
on in the Veins of the Earth, and ſerved only as a 
Nethod of Barter and Commerce among themſelves, 
here the Inequality, of. Merchandiſes entangled their 
Mrraffick, and would not admit of a ready Exchange. 

This took from them the Occaſion of many unne- 
eſſary Arts at Home, and they had no Temptation to 
ravel Abroad; the chief Defign of their Lawgiver be- 
ng to oblige them to ſpend moſt of their Time in re- 
iglous and philoſophical Exerciſes, and the reſt in pre- 


eed to buy any Thing of foreign Countries, or to build 
Ships for that End, who were bound to live content with 
e natural Product of their own fertile Country: For 
uxury has not yet ſet Footing in that happy Region, 


ogether on the Fruits of the Earth, not admitting an 
rt or Employment which tends to Superfluity, but on- 
ſuch as, ſerve the neceſſary Uſes of Life, wherein 
bey ſhew an admirable Dexterity and Skill. 

= | 5 When 
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paring Neceſſaries for human Suſtenance. They had no 


f we may believe this Traveller. He ſays, they feed al- 
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When they travel from one Town to another, whig 
is very frequent, they neger carry anf Thing to def 
their Charges by the Way, or when they arrive x 
their Journey's End: All Entertainment of this Natur 
being free and reciprocal. Such is the Cuſtom of th 
Country. SD : 
They have no Lawyers among them, but if ay 
Contention ariſe, it ——— determined by the Am. 
tration of the next Neighbour, to whoſe Sentence i 
ſubmit: Every Man N to loſe ſomething 
his Right, rather than diſturb the Publick Amity al 
Pee. | ASTOR 
As to the Manner of their Worſhip, they are fir 
Obſervers of Purity in wafhing, anointing, and ſhavig 
— v | 
They have Temples alfo where oy eren 
Seventh Day; and having offered up the Firſt- Fruit uf 
the Earth, they fit down in the Courts, and banquili 
together with Joy, whilſt the Prieſts entertain thi 
with excellent Muſick and Songs in Praiſe of Gov ani 
his Works. To this End the Courts of their Tempe 
are made very large, that they may contain ſo mani 
diſtint Families; and ſtately Pavilions are ſet wil 
adorned with the Boughs of green Trees, with all mM 
ner of Flowers careleſſy intermixed. But amidſt 4 
their Feaſting they are not permitted to taſte of Flel 
They eat only the Fruits of the Earth, with Mill 
Honey, and Oil. And their common Drink is Wa 
and Wine. VV | | ; 
At the Age of ſixteen Years, every Man is bowl 
to take the following Oath: Connie T6 e eng 
T Swear that Twill adore but One Gop, who bro 
« Þ our Fathers out of Egypt, and has conducted vii 
dy a myſterious Path to this Land of Promiſe. I 


<q 


0 


_ © religionſly ſerve him all my Life, for that he f- 
« vouchſafed to plant me in the Family. of his Elie 
and not either 6f the Two Tribes who were leſt E hie 


« hind in the Land df Detufions. © I Will de juſtly wo | 
. 5 ; VE - © £ Maß 
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Mien, neither will I voluntary hurt or kill any living 
Creature, unleſs it be in my own Defence. I wil 
a not taſte of the Fleſh of any Animal, but in all Things 
Ir obſerve the Abſtinence commanded by Allah to 
it Moſes on the Mount. I will religiouſly obey my 
Prince to my laſt Breath, and rather be torn in Pieces 
NY by wild Beaſts than betray him, or conſent to betrag 
b- him to another: For he is the Vice-Roy of Gov. | 
a will never conceal my Knowledge of any Confpiracy 
0 ainſt him, or my Country, neither will I diſcover 
nd his Secrets to any, if it ſhould ever be my Honour to 
| know them. I will obſerve the Traditions of my Fa- 
nk thers, and teach the fame and no other to my Poſte- 
nz rity. In fine, Iwill in all Things obey the Laws of 
this ſacred Kingdom, this Region of Peace, this Gar- 
den of Bliſs, All this I folemnly ſwear by the firſt 
" Father of Light, and by Nothing the profound Womb 
BS. of Darkneſs, and by Silence the Companion of that 
eu Death which no created Being can fathom, which is 
mig the fame as if I ſhould wiſh myſelf annihilated, if I 
0 violate this Oath in the leaſt Point.” 1 


1 : inctly remember, which I here inſert, to ſhew thee 


ien to Moſes on the Mount, and how they reject the- 


WH that Country but as the Land of Heluſions, as count- 


s their own Country the Region of Promiſe, and 
emſelves the Elect of Gop. i 
SS One would think that theſe were the Poſterity of the 
en Tribes that were carried away Captives by Salma- 
zſar King of Aria. And this was alſo the Opini- 
of that Wanderer, who told: me, that both their 


5 & » 


entateuch was different from yours, and the Language 
ui herein it is written. For he ſaid it was rather a Dialect 
VS {rbich, in which Language thou knoweſt Gop wrote 
bc Ten Commandments on the two Tables: Among 
- WF hich, one is, Thou ſbalt not Kill. This Prohibition they 
f . extends to all Living Creatures, though your Doc- 


K 3 tors. 


Theſe are all the Terms of the Oath that I can dif- - 
hat Opinion theſe People have of the Law which was 
wo Tribes that were left in Paleſtine, and eſteemed 


— — h OCEAN - 


| 

| 

| 
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tors interpret it as only reaching to Men, and fo 
the Chriftians. But the Muſſülmans interpret i 
thus, Thou ſbalt kill neither Man nor Beaſt with 
Reaſon. By which Clauſe, the Beaſts are privilege 
from the wanton Cruelty of Men, who otheritiſe woul 
murther them only to make Sport; yet wicked Ma 
are not exempted from a violent Death, as a Punil- 
ment of their Crimes. | | 
This Traveller ſays alſo, that the People of thy 
Country are ſo healthy, that they generally live unti 
they are a hundred and twenty, Years old, which ij 
moſt twice the Age of other Mortals. This he aſeribe 
to their exquiſite Temperance and Moderation in il 
Things, as alſo to the Dryneſs of the Soil, and to the 
Force of certain Winds, which continually fweep the 
Air of this delectable Region, and purge it of all hun. 
ful Qualities. | „ 
I ever it be thy Fortune to ſee this Perſon, he . 
acquaint thee with a great many more delightful Paſs 
ges, which it would be too tedious for me to infert it 
Letter; beſides, my Memory is treacherous, and ofta 
forget thoſe Things at one Time, which I remembe 
at another: But if thou art ſollicitous to hear mot, 
will oblige thee with all that I can call to mind of th 
Traveller in another Letter, 4 us ha 
In the mean Time, make a right Uſe of theſe Hint 
and weigh one Thing with another, examine all Thing 
without Prejudice or Partiality. Truſt no Man's Ne 
fon but thy own in Matters of a diſputable Natu . 
ſince thou haſt as much Right to decide the Controꝶ 
Ty, as any Man. And thus thou wilt never become 


Bankrupt in Religion. RE GRIER 8 
Paris, 4th of rhe , Cn. n 
/f,ſ—7 VO en tent © 
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wn Mount Uriel in Arabia the Happy. 
15 $ I think, this is the laſt of my Hours in this 


thy . Hrit 0 | 
nr om mence in Immortality: I perceive that the fatal Pe- 
97 jod, the Moment of Tranſmigration, ſet by Deſtiny, 
i, approaching. 'Fhe Crafis of my Blood is; diſſolving 


pace ; my Spirit haſtens to get looſe from theſe. mortal 
hains: J feel my Soul trying and ftretching her 
ings, preparing to take her eternal Flight to the Re- 
rion aſſigned her by Gop and Nature. 1 2 
I have not Preſumption enough to hope for Paradiſe, 
zor am I ſo abandoned to Deſpair, as to conclude I 
hall go to Hell. I rather believe, Aaraf, or the Place of, 
priſons, will be my Portion; in regard I fear the Evils 
hich I have been guilty of are not over-balanced by 
ny good Actions. It is well if Virtue has counter- 
doiſed Vice in the Courſe of this mortal Life. Howe- 
er, I am reſigned, and commit myſelf to.the Indul- 
zent Creator of all Things, who will not fail to diſpoſe 
me according to the Order Which he has eſtabliſhed. 
n the Univerſ. „ 
Methinks, were J even in Hell, I could not forbear 
raiſing that Fountain of all Things. Iwould teach the 
Devils and Damned a new Leſſon of Patience and Con- 
ntedneſs, of Humility and Devotion, of. Generoſity 
d Love, amidft their tremendous Torments. I would. 


e Horrid Abyſs, with all its dreadful Vaults and A- 
artments. I would conſider the wonderful Architec- 
ure of thoſe infernal Priſons, the inexpugnable Strength. 
f the Walls; their prodigious Thickneſs and unmove-; 
ble Faſtneſs ; I would contemplate every Thing with. 
e Reaſon of a Philoſopher, and the Piety of a Muſſul- 
| 4 15 | man, 


. 5 oer . „ 
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urvey with an Indifference becoming a True Believer, - 
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man, not giving myſelf up to the Paſſions of a Fool 
and an Infidel. VVV 

- All this I imagine were eaſy to perform in thoſe fa. 
tal Caverns, and much more, but Gop knows how the 
Experience of ſuch an intolerable Anguiſh and Reęſtraint 
might alter a Man's Mine. 
However, I find it Medicinal to think of the laſt and 


worſt Things, to be always prepared for Death, and 


whatſoever all follow it: For Surprizes are apt to un. 
man us, and plunder us of our Reaſon. I was in the 
Height of a violent Fever when I began this Letter, 
yet now it is abated, and I palpably feel the gentle 
Returns of Health and Life. This is owing to my 
Judgment, to the real Belief IT had that my laſt Hour 
was come, which I have ſo long expected. And I 

could almoſt perſuade myfelf, that I fhall diſperſe a 
Thoufand Maladies, recover out of the molt dangerous 
Paroxyſms, and prolong my Days to old Age, by the 
meer Foree of theſe Contemplations. © 

My Faith in this Point is grounded on Experience: 
For T have often found, that to be armed againſt Cala- 
mities with an even Mind is either a ſure Way to avoid 
them, or at leaſt to protract the Seaſon of their Arrival, 
And if there were nothing elfe in it, but the rendering 
them more eaſy when they come, it were worth any 
Man's Pains to try the Experiment. 2 Fe. 

Doubtleſs, there is no Terror in Death, but what 
the vain Opinion of Men creates. It is as pleaſant for 
A thinking Man to die as to live, if it be only for ths 
Reaſon, that in his Paſſage from the Life he had led be- 
fore, he ſhall not have bare naked Ideas for his Contem- 
plation ; but Matter of Fact, and the moſt important 
that ever employed the Souls of Men. 

O admirable Sy/van, conſider with thyſelf whether 
it will not be highly grateful to thy languiſhing Soul, 
when thou ſhalt perceive demonſtratively, by the infal- 
lible Enibymemas of thy trembling Pulſe, that thou art 
juſt ready to be releaſed from the deceitful Sophiſtry of 

uman Life! that thou art near eſcaping from a narrow 
Cage to be upon the Wing at large, to fly into the = 

: ple 
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ple Fields. of Beauty, Light, and endleſs Happineſs : 
Reflect alſo at the fame Time, O holy Eremite, that I 
ſhould think it no P ain to he freed fromimy. Confine- 
ment to a ſtinking Neſt of Inſide lis 

But why ſhould I give them that reproachful Epithet, 
when, for ought I know, I am a greater. Infidel myſelf ? 
It is true, indeed, I am of the Lineage of 1brahim, 
_ and the Holy Race; I bear in my Body the 

eals of a Divine League or Covenant between Goo 
and Man; I was circumciſed in due Time, and gave 
ſupreme Glory to one Gop, and Honour to Mahomes 
his Meſſenger. I pronounced the Seven Myſterious 
Words, whoſe Sound excites- the -Harmony of the 
Spheres, ſets the Angels a dancing, puts all Nature into 
Motion, and makes the Devil as deaf as a Beetle. Nay, 
as our Holy Doctors teach, the very Breath with which 
that * Confeſſion is uttered, blows the Aſhes of 
Hell into the Eyes of the damned, and ſtrikes them 
blind. In a Word, I have faſted, prayed, given Alms, 
and performed all the external Duties of a True Be- 
liever ; yet I have Reaſon to fear that the beſt of my 
pious Actions are not ſufficient to cancel my Sins. My 
Practice runs counter to my Faith; there ſeems to be a 
double Spirit in me, one inclining me to Good, and 
the other forcing me to Evil. For, whilſt I really in 
my Heart believe the Alcoran, and obey Mahomet, our 
Holy Lawgiver, I am compelled to deny both, to pro- 
feſs the Life and Manners of #Nazarene, to counterfeit 
an Infidel, and do a Thouſand other ill Things, to pleaſe 
the Grand Signior and his Slaves. 'Thus I play faſt 
and looſe with Gop Almighty, and turn Religion into 
Croſs-Purpoſes. Yet Heaven knows, that I obteſt all 
the Elements to witneſs, that I would fain be innocent, 
and live in unblemiſhed Virtue: But the fatal Neceſſities 
Ilie under conſtrain me to a perpetual Courſe of Vice. 
Which makes me-ſometimes cry out in the Agonies of 
my Soul, O Gop! I pray thee either to alter my 
* Circumſtances and reform my Nature, or make new 
* Laws more eaſy. to be kept. 
Ks EE  Vene- 
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Venerable and Patient Solitary, bear with my impor. 
tunate Complaints ; and remember, that though thou ar 
as an Angel for thy Perfections, yet Mahmut is but a 
Man, ſubje& to a Thoufand Frailties.” Pity him, and 
continue to afford him thy ſage Counſel] reſt alſo aſſured, 
that, among all his Infirmities, he ſtill retains inviolable 
Affections and dutiful Regard for the Tenets of Gon 
Prophet. f %% 
Paris, 22d of the 2d Mon. 
ebe Teu 166. 
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| Jo the Kaimachan. 


e 


1 *tainty, that Mirammud, the Son of the Xeriph at 
Sallee, is taken Priſoner | by the French. That bold 
Vouth has long roved the Seas uncontrouled ; has done 

many Injuries to the Chriſtians, filled Sallee with Slaves: 
Now he himſelf is become a Captive. Such is the For- 
tune of War by Sea and Land; To-day Triumphant 


= O U may'ft report it to the Divan for a Cer 


and Victorious, To-morrow Vanquiſhed and in Chains 


Vet he loſt not his Honour with his Liberty, having 
bravely defended his Veſſel, and ſtrewed the Decks with 
ſlaughtered French; until, over-powered withNumber, 
he was compelled to. yield. His Enemies extol his Cot- 


rage, and the Greatneſs of his Mind, which would not 


fink under the Preſſure of this Misfortune. He ſeemed 
to have the Command of himſelf, (which is the mol 
glorious Victory) and ſuffered not his Free-born Soul to 
be led Captive by his Paſſions; but behaved himfel 
with ſuch an even Temper, as placed him above the 
Pity of his Enemies, and rather made him the Subjed 
of their Emulation. He is brought to the Court, where 


he is en tertained as a Gueſt rather than as a Priſoner; 
| ; | being 
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being invited to their Banquets, Maſks, Plays, and 
other Divertiſements. Neither is he debarred the Pri- 
vilege of Hunting, which might give him the faireſt 
Opportunity to eſcape. , But he is ignorant of the Lan- 

uage of this Country ; and few of the' French under- 
ſtand Moreſco: So that it is almoſt impoſſible for him 
to make any Party, or conſult his Flight, unleſs the 
King's Interpreter ſhould aſſiſt him. Beſides, the French 
have a higher Opinion of his Generoſity, than to ap- 
prehend ſuch an ingrateful Return of the Royal Uſage 
he finds in this Court. VVV 

As for Mahmut, he has not as yet made himſelf 
known to this brave Captive. But if the Miniſters of 
the Divan ſhall think it the Intereſt or Honour of the 
Sublime Porte to engage in this Aﬀair, I want but a 
Commiſſion to ſet Mirammud ſafe aſhore in Africk. 

I will not hazard any Thing in an Affair of this Im- 
portance, without an Order from my Superiors. When 
their Pleaſure is once known, the Execution ſhall be 
ſwift. I wait for thy Commands as. for a Decree of 
Deſtiny, which cannot be repealed. : 1 
The Gop of our Fathers, who multiplied the Seed 
of Iſomael as the Graſs of the Field, and gave them the 
Sovereignty over many Nations, grant that the Sublime. 
Porte, which is the Nurſery of the Faithful, may al- 
ways take ſuch Meaſures as ſhall advance the Intereſt of 

the Muſſulman Empire. 5 i 


Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, To” g 
of the Year 1666. | | 
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aner © on. He. 
0 Hamel Muladdin, Xeriph of Sallee. 


HY Son is no longer a Captive, but a Conque. 
_ ror: His firſt Appearance before the Ladies of 
this Court was an Equivalent to his Ranſom. He i; 
like to do thee greater Service by his Chains, than when 
he ranged the Seas. His Beauty may do more Miſchief 
in France than all thy Ships of War; fince it hath 
alfeady created ſuch Rivalfhips and Factions among the 
Fair Sex, as engages the French Gallants on many un- 
happy Rencounters; and in a little Time it will be 
difficult for the intereſted Sparks to meet and part with 
unfheathed Swords. Libels and Panegyricks divide the 
Studies of the Wits ; while one flatters, another lam- 
dons the amorous Females; and Mirammud, the illu- 
txjous Slave, is all the Talk. In a Word, he find 
Royal Uſage, having the Liberty of the Court; and 
all are pleafed with his graceful Deportment, and un- 
difguifed Converſation. Every one affeQs his Comps- 
ny, and he has the Fate of Princes, Never to be alone, 
His Skill in Riding and throwing the Lance has en: 
flamed the noble Youth with martial Emulations. They 
eſteem Mirammud the moſt accompliſhed Perſon of this 
Age. 7 | 
Canſt thou now repine at thy Son's glorious 'Thral- 
dom ? A Captivity that loads him with ſo many Ho- 
nours ? That lays his Conquerors at his Feet, and ſub- 
dues all Hearts to his matchleſs Perfections? His Fol- 
lowers find Friendſhip among the Infidels for his Sake: 
It were to be wiſhed that equal Humanity were ſhewed 
to the Chriſtian Slaves in Barbary. I tell thee, thy 
Son is ſo admired and loved, that all thy Treaſure can- 
not redeem him. The French are generous, and ſcorn te 
ſell the Brave for Gold. They will ſooner give thee 
thy Son again, expecting from his Gratitude a Recom- 
pence ſurpaſſing the Value of Money; that is, an — 
| | olable 
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olable obſerving the Conditions of Peace, which, they 
fay, thou haſt ſo often broke. Thy Ambaſſadors are 
expected here to conſummate a laſting Friendſhip. 

When that is done, thou wilt quickly ſee thy Son re- 
turn attended by a numerous Train of French,” who 
have vowed to follow his Fortune through the World, 
ſo long as he draws not his Scymetar againſt their 


' | 

have diſpatched an Account of this Adventure to 
the Kaimacham, that ſo the ſublime Porte, which gives 
the Law to all the Kings on Earth, may intereſt itſelf 
on thy Behalf. The French ſeem to have a profound 
Attach to the Ottoman Empire: Whether it proceeds 
not more from Fear and the Principles. of Policy, than 
from any real Love to the nn, I will nat de- 
termine. They ſpeak reverently of the Grand Signior, 
covet his Friendſhip, and applaud the victorious Enter- 
prizes of the True Sram, Indeed they are naturally 
a martial People, and honour all Men of brave Spirits 
and daring Refolutions. 'They have this particular 
Reaſon alſo to bear Friendſhip to the invincible'Oſmans, 
becauſe we are almoſt continually in Wars with the 
Houſe of Auftria, the old Enemy of France. The 
Germans are wont to ſay, That the Dragon's Head and 
Tail are in Conjunction, when the Turks and the French 
invade the Empire at the ſame Time. Theſe are num- 
bered amongſt the Conſtellations byAftrologers,to which 
the Germans allude in thisProverb; being ever jealous 
of ſome private Treaty between the Sultan and the 
French Court. | 

Gov, who is the Wiſeſt of the Wiſeſt, inſtruct thee to 
adjuſt thy Differences happily with this noble Nation, 
that ſo thou may'ſt ſee thy Son again in Peace at Salle. 


Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 


L.E Ts. 
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To Peſteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of th 
CcCauſtoms, at Conſtantinople, '_ 


PON my Word, thy Letter came in a critical 
| Hour, to prevent, for ought I know, more Mil. 
chief than could have been repaired again all the Days 
of my Life. I have but juſt taken my Eyes off from i, 
and ſet Pen to Paper, to expreſs my Thanks to thee for 
the Care thou takeſt of thy exiled Brother; for thePoſ 
goes this Night, and I have appointed to meet El; 
achim the Jew, with ſome Armenians, within theſe fer 
Minutes. It had been an unfortunate Meeting. for me, 


had not thy Diſpatch come ſo opportunely to give me f 
Warning of our Couſin So/yman's Perfidy: For thek { 
Furred Ga s are his Spies and Confidents. The back | 
Blows of T agot, Negidber, and the Great Devil, be upon 1 
him and them. What have I done to that ungrateful | 

Villain, to merit ſuch ill Offices from him? But upon P 


thee be the Mercies of God, the Favours of his Pro- 
phet, and the Benedictions of all good Men and Angels: 
For thou art to me as one of the Watchers above, more 
than a Brother: Thou art the Tutelar Genius of ny 
Life, my good Demon in Time of Danger. 
Me had deſigned this Evening for a private Banque 
of Wine, which, thou knoweſt, dilates the Hearts of 
Mortals, unlocks Secrets, and makes the moſt reſerved 
Man in the World too talkative and open. 
I keep as great Guard upon my Tongue, perhaps, 
as another; but Gop knows how far I might have been 
tempted by ſuch good Company, to let it looſe for the 
Sake of Diſcourſe : For theſe Fellows are ſoft as tit 
Air in their Addreſs and Converſation ; they appear # 
innocent as Santones, ſincere as Hadgis, loyal and 
courtly as the Pages of the SeraiP. They would 
wheedle ninety-nine of Argus's Eyes out of his Head 


ſucceſſively, before he miſſed one. 
| They 


be 
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| Yet no Perſecution appears ſo terrible as that of Men, 


| a Sev at Pants. | 20 
They came firſt to Paris as Merchants ; and no Doubt 


but Sohyman had given them Inſtructions how to inſinu- 


ate into Eliachim's Acquaintance, and ſo by Degrees 


into mine. For that honeſt Je trades with People of 


all Nations and Characters £ } 
However it be, I remember the very Words which 

thou inſerteſt in thy Letter were ſpoken by me in 

Company with theſe Infidels. But I ſhall find a Way to 


be even with them, and So/yman too, before they will 
dream of it. | © If a 


In the mean Time, I pray heartil 5 that if ever it 
ſhall be thy Misfortune to be in the like Peril, Deſtiny 


or Chance, Providence or Fate, may raiſe ſome Friend 


to give thee 4 Caution, and that thou mayeſt not, with 
the unhappy Cæ ſar, neglect to read it in Time. 

am now going to encounter theſe Giafers; perhaps 
I ſhall catch them in theif own Snares. If not, I will 
ſecure they ſhall not catch me. eee 
Dear Pefteli, may thy Soul repoſe under the Protecti- 
on of GG: 8 "10514" eee 
Paris, 1½ of the eth Moon, 

of ins 7666. | 


LETTER IX... 
To Dgnet Oglou. 
* whom ſhould 1 complain in my Adverſity but 
to my Friend ? I have been more embarraſſed 


within theſe two Moons, than through all the former 
Courſe of my Life. Troubles of divers Kinds throng 


in upon me. 1 ſeem like a Butt or Mark, whereat 


every Species of Misfortune, like a ſkilful Archer, di- 


rects the fatal Arrows of its Malice. I am near over- 


whelmed with Calamities. Heaven and Earth are ſet 
againſt me, and all the Elements confpire my Ruin. 


nor 
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nor any Affliction ſo poignant as that which proceed; 
from the Ingratitude and Perfidy of my own Country. 


men, Perſons. related to me by Blood. 


Age and much Sickneſs have confined me to my Bed 
for a conſiderable Time, which is no ſmall Alloy 1 
human Happineſs. But to render me perfectly mier. 
ble, the Miniſters of the Porte are angry with me far 
being old and infirm, and for not continuing to ſere 
the Grand Signior with the ſame Vigour and Strength 
as formerly: Elſe what mean the frequent Reproachs 
they ſend me, whilſt I am not in a Condition to anſver 
them, or make an Apology for myſelf ? Would they 
have me immortal, and Proof againſt the Stroke of 
Deftiny and Death, which thau knoweſt are unayoid- 
able? When I was in my prime, healthy, and ſtrong à 
an Eagle, they encouraged me with the faireft Promiſe 
in the World, telling me I ſhould never want for Me. 
ney, or the Protection of the Grand Signior. Yet eve 


then I received not my Penſion without Murmurs and 
obſcure Menaces. So hard a Thing is it for Courties 
to be touched with any Man's Neceſſities. But non 
they threaten plainly to ſtop all farther Supplies, .unle 
I will grow young again, and do Buſineſs as . briſkly a 
when I had numbered but thirty Summers. Thus they 
ſerve -poor Mahmut as we ny 4 Oranges and Lemons, 
whoſe vital Spirit when we have ſuck'd out, we throv 
the reſt away-as unprofitable. Yet not one of them wil 
contribute in the leaſt to my Recovery. Only the ge- 
nerous Cara Hali, our beloved Friend, hearing of ny 
Malady, ſent me a ftrange chymical Liquor, with tit 
celebrated Confection El Razi, ſome Bezoar, and tlie 
moſt precious Balm of Gilead; all prepared to ny 
Hand, with Directions, and ſealed with an authentid 
Signet. EE: nt}. 


Theſe indeed had a W Operation on * | 
1 myſelf ſudc 


.tried them but Yeſterday, and fin 


reſtored to ſome Degrees of Health, as by a Mirack. 
Whether it be the vaſt Eſteem I have for that excellent 
Phyſician, with the Confidence I repoſe in his Skill and 


Judgment, has had ſome Influence on me, or * 
| _ ä elle 
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elſe J know not; (yet we uſe to obſerve, that the Pa- 
tient's good Opinion of his Phyſician is Half a Cure 9 
However, help ſovereign Medicines have inſpired me 


with a new Energy: And had I not other Afflictions to 


break my Heart, I could almoſt promiſe myſelf to- 


reach. the Age of Neftor. But my unfortunate Stars 
will have it otherwiſe, and I am reſigned to Deſtiny. 
Thou knoweſt my Couſin Sohman the Turbant- 
Maker, and art noStranger to hisHumours and Fortune; 
what an unſettled Man he has been in the whole Courſe 
of his Life; that no Employment could ever pleaſe 


him, nor he be long fixed in any Place. How he has 
rambled from Conſtantinople to Scutari, from thence to 


Chalcedon, &e. always murmuring againſt Heaven, 
and complaining of his bard Fate, in that he was not 


bred a Courtier, a Student, a Soldier, or any Thing 


but what he really is. Thou art acquainted alſo with 
ſome of his religious Caprices, how he is addicted to 
doing the Book, making the tripple Knot, and to 2 


Thouſand other fooliſh Superſtitions; by which, whilſt 
he aſpires at the Character of a Sage, or a cunning 
Man, he renders himſelf more contemptible than an. 


Idiot ; forfeiting the Eſteem of all wiſe and good Men, 


for the Sake of a little Fame and noiſy Character among 


the empty giddy Multitude. | 

But after all, I believe thou art wholly a Stranger to 
his ſecret Malice, and the Rancour with which he per- 
ſecuted me, his poor exiled Uncle. I myſelf was de- 
ceived by the ſubtle Apology he made ſome Years ago, 


for the Slanders his Tongue had uttered ; when he 


transferred all the Guilt of that Injury on Shaſbime 


Iban, the Black Eunuch, and Ichingi Cap Oglani, 
Maſter of the Pages. But now I am convinced he is a 


Traytor, a Villain, and a Fellow void of Faith and 


| Honeſty. 


I received a Letter from him within theſe ſeyen Days, 
full of tender and inſinuating Expreſſions, thanking me 


Wor all the good Offices I had done him, and for my 


ſeaſonable Counſel in ſeveral Cafes : Profefling alſo at 
the ſame Time an inviolable F riendſhip, and that = 
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would make it his Study to do me ſome effectual Ser. 
vice, Yet the next Poſt brought me' a Diſpatch fron 
my Brother Peſteli Hali, wherein he bids me beware of 
Solyman ; aſſuring me, that he had good Reaſon to fuſ. 
ect that Couſin of mine had ſome ill Deſign upon me. 
his is certain, ſays my Brother; So/yman boaſts to hi 
Familiars, not without ſome Inſult, that there is not: 
Word er Action eſcapes his Uncle Mahmut at Pari, 
but he is ſoon informed of it at Conſtanti nople. And 
that which confirms me in the ſame Jealouſy as Pr. 
feli, is, That he inſerts in his Letter to me ſome Pal. 
ſages and Diſcourſes verbatim, which I muſt needs own 
to have been between me and Eliachim the Few, with 
two or three Armenian Merchants, in- our molt private 
Meetings at Eliachin's Houſe or my Chamber. The: 
he learnt from ſome of Solymern's moſt intimate Comps- 
nions. s 555 
What can I make of all this but that theſe Arn: 
nians are of Solyman's Council, his Privados, his Chre- 
nees, c. whom, having Buſineſs of their own at Pari, 
that perfidious Wretch has engaged to pry into my & 
crets, to give him a conſtant Account of what Diſcs 
veries they make, and if poſſible to trepan me into ſome 
irrecoverable Error in my Conduct, that fo he may 
finally ruin me. 
O Mahomet! What is become of the Reverence due 
to thy ſacred Name, to thy Law, and to the Book 
nned in Heaven? Where is the * e Faith and 
— The religious Faſtneſs of Friendſhip, witi 
which our Fathers propped up one another in the Service 
of Gop and the Empire of True Believers ? But ther: 
is no Need of exclaiming againſt Faith and Piety onthit 
Account: Human Nature itſelf is reſponſible for tie 
Baſeneſs and Ingratitude of my Kinſman. He no longe' 
deſerves the Character of a Man. I adviſe thee to ſhu 
his Company as a Peſt, a walking Contagion amol; Bl 
Mortals, | | 8 Sth ei 1 5 hotded 10 0888 
In a Word, dear Dęnet, let not thou and I ſuffer ou 
ſelves to be carried away by a vain Pity or Tender: 
_ neſs for any Man, though he be the Son of a Mothers 


Sifter, : 


vaged over the 


4 Sey at PARIS. 21 | 
Sifter, fince there is no Truſt in Fleſh and Blood: But 
let us learn the Maxims of French Wiſdom, which 
teach Men to lay the Foundation of their own Happi- 
neſs, in ſmiling at the Misfortunes of others. 


7 119 


Paris, 1 ath of the 61h An | 
of the Tear 1666. 


» 


+} 


= g a 7 | 
ol L y | 
N = , a < -. - * 7 
4. . : ; « a 65 : F 
* — * 4 5 
- T 1 E R 4 TEN ; 
- 1 s + — : By 3 
F% 
* . 
_ 2 x * , ; 
F » . o ” 5 


7 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
f the Ottoman Empire. 


B. the general Characters of Countries and 
the People inhabiting there, it is neceſſary for thee 
to be informed of particular Emergencies, and ſuch E- 
vents as. deſerve à Place in the eternal Records of the 
Ottoman Monarchy, the Fifth and Laſt in the World; 
that ſo the Miniſters of the auguſt Divan, the deſtined 
Arbitrators of the Univerſe, Judges of all human Af- 
fairs, and Counſellors of the Great Sultan, may, in the 
ſacred Code, as in a Mirror, behold whatever happen 
in the diſtant Climates worthy of Remark. .. . . 
After the Salutations, therefore, proceeding from 
profound Humility, entire Reſpect, and perfect Friend- 
ſhip, know, that a devouring Peſtilence hath lately made 
a fatal Decimation in the Engliſh Territories, eſpecial- 
ly in London, the Capital City of that Iſland; where 
above a Hundred Thouſand Souls, ftruck with invinci- 
ble Darts from Gov, went off the Stage of human 
Life, in leis than ſix Moons Revolution. 
The dire Contagion, by Degrees, ſpread farther 
through the adjacent Provinces, and reached the moſt 
remote and ſolitary Corners of the Land: Death ſet his 
Standard up, proclaiming open War * the Inha- 
bitants; with yn Troops of mortal Plagues, he ra- 
le, filling all Parts with doleful Cries 


and 


.:2Þ aith of True Believers. They give Alms alſo, as we 
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and Lamentations: The Cemeteries were not large : 
nough to hold the Carcaſſes of ſuch as fell before th '*, 
dreadful Conqueror: But open Fields were turned v 
Sepulchres, and crammed with Spoils of Human Race: 
And univerſal Deſolation reigned: ' Death celebrate 
cruel Triumphs every where. 
Such as pretend to Aſtrology and hidden Science; Bil __ 
will have this to be an Effect X the late Comet, which ll © 
appeared at the End of the Year 1664, whilft others at 
tribute it to nearer natural Cauſes; and ſome conclud 
it is a Judgment ſent from Heaven on that rebelliou 
People, who, a few Years before, had involved the 
Nation in a Civil War, and barbarouſly maſſacred the 
King. Gop only knows the Truth, that is concealed 
— -— F 
Thou mayeſt regiſter alſo, That the Queen-Mother 
of France is newly dead, and the Crook-backed Prince 
of Conti. On which Account this Court is now in 
- Mourning, and the Churches hung with Black, whilt 
.melancholy Bells perpetually. invite the Living to pry 
for the deceaſed Royal Souls ; and deep-baſſed Orga- 
Pipes breathe out inceſſant doleful Aſpirations, ſound- 
ing like inarticulate Prayers, and funeral Sighs for the 
Departed. In this the Nazarenes approach near to tit 


do, and ſettle Stipends on certain Prieſts and Derviſ, a 
to mumble over daily Maſſes for the Dead; which s Wi 
an evident Sign, that they have Hopes of Immortality, 
and look for the Reſurrection. Doubtleſs, there «Ml 
ſomething Good at the Bottom of all Religions, thougi 
it be over-laid with Errors and Corruptions. 1 
Govyp direct us through the Meanders, which huma Wn 
Frailty involveth us in; and youu every Mufſulman : Wl. 
particular Chart and Compaſs, whereby to ſteer b e 
Courſe through. the uncertain Fracts of mortal Lit, Wl 
that he may at laſt arrive in Paradiſe. For we ſhil 
never find the Way thither by General Rules. WW... 
Illuſtrious Hamer, I pray that thou and I may, ati 
deſtined Hour, encounter one another in the Walks 
Eden, there to converſe under immortal Shades, ney 8 1 
OM 
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ſome warbling Stream of matchleſs Wine or Water; to 
revolve our paſt Fatigues on Earth, and to careſs our- 
ſelves in the Security of endleſs Bliſ es. 


Paris, 15th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 
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Jo Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


HOU and thy feigned Meſſias be damned toge- 
ther for Company; Muft I be baulked of my 
Money for the Sake of your new Superſtition ? How 
many Meſſiaſes have you had, Twenty Five at leaſt, 
beſides the Son of Mary, who is acknowledged and 
blefſed for ever? Muſt all the World be bubbled to E- 
ternity by the Fables of your Nation? Curſe upon your 


f U 


WRabbies and Cochams, thoſe Pimps to the more religious 


WDcbaucheries of Mortals. Nathan, I took thee for an- 
ther Manner of Man. However, if thou art a ſworn 
Wervant to Sabbati Sci, the new ſham King of the 


ews, T have nothing to ſay to it: Do as thou wilt. 


ut I dare be a Prophet ſo far as to tell thee, thou 
ilt be curſedly left in the Lurch, with the reſt of the 
Fools, thy bigotted- Brethren. Let what will be, it 
ehoveth thee, as an honeſt Man, to tranſmit the Bills 


hat are entruſted to thee: ' Whether Sabbati Sebi, Ben 
oſeph, or Ben Dawid be the Name of your expected 


estas, I would not have Bey Sadii degenerate. 


ontinue thou Faithful, and the Few others that are 


WE niruſted: with the Sublime Affairs; and let all the reſt 
4 4 f the common Tews go to Gehenna, or to the Vale of 
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eing thee happy either in This World or the Next: 


ophet, which you pleaſe. But I would fain have thee 
n the Number of the Righteous, who ſhall poſſeſs Pa- 
adiſe. Some of thy Letters have encouraged me to 
ope for this, but thy laſt makes me almoſt deſpair of 


For 
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For thou writeſt like one in a Frenzy, raving on Chi. f 
meras of ſtrange Honour, Glory, and Power, which a. 
thou ſhalt ſhortly enjoy in the Kingdom of thy fantz. fr 
ſtick Meſſias; thou art already a Prince in thy own Con. 
ceit. V 
For Gop's ſake, Nathan, wean thyſelf frbin theſe 
religious Fondneſſes: Awaken thy Reaſon, which i; 
the diſtingurſtiing Character of àa Man: "Examine th 
Grounds of this new Deluſion; ſearch into the Bini 
and Origin of Sabbati Sevi, and thou wilt find him 
deſcend of an obſcure and baſe Parentage; his Father 
being but a Kind of mungrel Jew, and by Profeſſion 
an Uſurer, which is forbidden by the written Law of 
Moſes,” and in the great Alcoran it is accounted exec 
ble: His Mother a Woman of the Curds, ſuſpecded for 
a Witch, in regard moſt of that infidel Nation pradik 
Magiek Arts, and Diabolical Charms. And it is na 
altogether. improbable, that your counterfeit Meſly 
was educated! privately by her in the ſame Studis 
whence he learned the Methods of Enchantments ani 
Illuſions, to deceive the Senſes, and impoſe on the Be. 

fn of: Mankind, ; [I 
I can tell thee of a Truth, that there are more Eya 
on him and his Actions than he is aware of; and I ny 
ſelf, at this Diſtance, - have received a. particular Rel 
tion of his Life, from ſuch as knew him a. Youth 2 
Smyrna, the Place of his Nativity. He is accuſedd 
many Vices and, Extravagancies during his early Venn 
His Converſation was wild and diſſolute, being a nom 
Inamorato or Stallion over all that City. For whid 
and ſome other Crimes, he. was expelled the dym 
gogue, and baniſhed. from Smyrna, by the mutig 
.Conſent of the Muſſulman Cadi, and your own Rulen 
He was alſo excommunicated; by the Rabbies as a Hit 
retick, for broaching certain — repugnant u 
your Law, and the general Faith of the — a 
which cannot but be prevailing Recommendations 0 
im to the Office of Meſſias or King of 1/rae!. . 
From thence he rambled up and down the Morea u 
other Provinces of Greece, leaving a Memorial 7 ; : 
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famy wherever he ſet his Foot; eontinually marry ing 
and divorcing. of Wives, debauching of Virgins, and 
frequenting the Company of Harlots, till thoſe Coun- 
tries grew weary of him, and threatned to chaſtiſe his 
Wickednefs: Then he paſſed over into Syria and Pale- 
fine, beginning to ſet-up for a Reformer of your Law, 
and at ee r- himſelf to be a Meſ- 
ſias, whereby he drew a Rabble of Lunaticks and fran- 
tick People after him. But as for the Seniors and Go- 
vernors, they have rejected him as an Impoſto. 
Conſider, Nathan, the Fate that befel Ben Cochab, 
as he called himſelf, that is, the Son of a Star, who 
pretended to be the Mefhas in the Days of Adrian, 
Emperor of the Romans; reflect on the Calamities which 
overwhelmed him and his Followers, to the Number of 
Four Hundred 'Thouſand Fews; who all fell, with their 
falſe Prophet, Sacrifices to the juſt Revenge and Fury 
of that incenſed Monarch : For they had impudently 
boaſted, that, by ſuch a prefixed Time, he ſhould be 
taken Captive and depoſed from his Throne by the 
Meſſias, who ſhould aſſume the Imperial Dignity, and 
all the World ſhould obey him. But when thoſe who 
ſurvived the Slaughter of their Brethren reflected an 
the Author of ſo tragical a Cataſtrophe, they changed 
his Name in Contempt and. Hatred, calling him no 
longer Ben Cochab, the Son of a Star, but Bar.Cuziba, 
the Son of a Lye, a falſe Prophet, and Seducer of the 
Brethren... eee 

Thou haſt all the Reaſon in the 
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of thy Doctors? For Shame, rouze up thy intelledu 


thy Meſſias; on Condition that otherwiſe thou wit E 
my Convert, believe the Alcoran, and obey the Mp. 


Paris, 11th of the 9th Moon, © ba 


1 Am afraid the Divan will be obliged to ſend anole te; 


Faddi, who is running mad after the new'Mefſias of 
Fes. There is no Doubt, but thou and the other h 
py Miniſters, reſiding at the auguſt Porte, have heard 

Hebrew Race, who calls himſelf the Only begotten "il 
of Gop, Meſſias and Redeemer of 1/rae/; and 5 = 
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whoſe Eyes ſhall de as venembus as Bafifiſts, with! 
great many other Stories of like Nature. 
HFaſt thou forgot this, Nathan, or art thou fo far in 
fatuated with the bold Impoſtures of this impudent D. 
ceiver, as for his Sake to deny thy former Faith, n. 
verſe thy own Sentiments, and diſannul the Tradition 


Faculties, and ſuffer not thy Reaſon to be lulled af 
by the preſtigious Umbrages and Charms of a lewd); 
grant, a Wizard, a Cheat. © © | 
Have but Patience, at leaſt till thou ſee thoſe Sig 
accompliſhed which are to uſher in your Meſſias, befor 
thou give up thyſelf to ſo dangerous a Credulity. It 
the Sun firſt emit thoſe peſtilential Vapours, which ſl 


— 0 


kill a Million of the Koprim or Infidels, every Day, a by 
your Traditions threaten. Let that Luminary be lh Py 
totally eclipſed for the Space of Thirty Days. In; 
Word, let all the other Prodigies come to paſs, whid 1 
thou thyſelf didft once fo paſſionately believe: And tha 0 
T promiſe thee, on the Word of a Muſſulman, that 45 


will be thy Proſelyte, and embrace thy Law, and adm 


ſenger of Gop, the Laſt and Seal of the Prophets. 


of the Tear 1666. 
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Agent to Vienna, to ſupply the Place of Nathan! 


2 
* 


a certain Impoſtor atSmyrna, by Name Sabbati Sevi, "ll 


a,\$y rial Pants. 21% 


: WH Multicudes: of doating eredulous Jeros he draws after 
him. So that there is a Schiſm broke out between 
chem, and they are divided into two contrary Factions, 
„both in S rng and all over the Lu. It is impoſſi- 
„bie that theſe Things ſhould be concraled from the Ree 
I ſplendent Seat of Fame, ſince they have reached even 
1 our Ears, who dwell at this! Diſtance :; Nay, there is 
1 -bardly a Province or City in all the Fe, which has 
not received Intelligence of ſo remarkable a Novelty. 
|. have received à Diſpatch from Zeidi Almanzi at 
Venice, wherein he informeth me, that all the Jews of 
ah are preparing to viſis the — nn and to ſee 
(de Face of their long expected Maſſat, who they naw 
l believe is really come on Earth, and is that Sabbats 
« WW - Sow; at Syria. Phey are ſettling their Affairs as 
fast as they can, acquitting themſelves from all world- 
1 Engagements; - and: thoſe who are devout give them- 
0 ſelves up to Prayer and Mortifications; whilſt athers 
end their Time in Feaſting, Daneing, and all Man- 
iner of Mirth. He ſays, ſome of them will fit or ſtand 
up to the Neſa. in Water, for four and twenty Hours 
"WY together. - And this, chey do in Imitation of, Adams 
Penance, according: to their Tradition: For they are 
taught, that the Firſt Father of Mortals, after he was 
baniſhed from Paradiſe, as a Puniſhment for his Sin, 
ftood a hundred and thirty Years together in Water, 
Wthus reaching to his Noftrils... 3 ht 
titious People will ſit naked 
many Hours together on a Heap ef Piſmires, until 
they are almoſt ſtungito Death, A third Sort dig their 
own Graves, and, going down into them, cauſe them 
ſelves to be covered all over with Earth, except only 
heir Faces; and in this. Condition they will lie until 
hey are almoſt famiſhed. ttt im e 
In the mean while, they, ſend, circalar-Letters from 


„Others of 'theſe ſuperſtitious 


l ans, congratulating each others approaching 
ppineſs and Deliverance from the Oppreon of the 
entiles: For fo they term all that are not gf their own 


ation. And in theſe mutual Addreſſes, they fail not 

8 8 That their Meſſias ſhall, in ſuch a Moon, 
. OL. VI. | L AZZ; 2 46 f 4, 80 
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1 to the Grand T yrant, King of the J 4 maelites, and 
dof all the Children of Moo and (6 thy 
blaſpheme our glorious Sultan.) That be ſhall depot 
him from his Throne, and lead him m away Captive; af. 
ter which he ſhall have the Dominions of 1 Whole 

Earth laid at his Feet. Go 1199 b 
With ſuch Kind of wild Stuff do meſe deludedi Be 
le flatter one another and themſelves, as if in a littl 
ime they were to be Lords of all Things. So that no 
Trading or Commerce goeth forward among then; 
an univerſal Stop is pat to all Buſineſs, it being efteen- 
ed an inexpiable'Sin, to follow their Trades in che Dry 
of the Meſffas, wo i is toenrich them with the Wealt 
of all Nations. 31 er" wein 
Strange Rumors are ; read abroad of the Retum df 
the Ten Tribes over the River Sabbation, who ven 


carried away Captives b 7 Salmanaſſer, King of 4 ” a 
and never were heard of fince, until they now diſco E, 
of their being eneamped in the Deſart of Mount — 7 
in their March to the Holy Land. It is reported au .,, 
that a mighty Fleet of Ships were ſeen at Sea, whot BMW K. 
Sails were of Sattin, and their Streamers" bore the Fi de. 
gure of a Lion, with this Inſcription, The Lion d T. 
the Tribe of Judah. oo 
IT he Chriſtians ſeem aſtoniſhed at theſe Things, yet Iy 1 
ſome look on them only as Dreams. As for honeſt 17 
liachim here, he is no more moved at theſe Things tha ver 
I; only he laughs at the Folly of the credulous Woi ob! 


and curſes the Jeros for bringing ſuch Contempt u 
themſelves and their Poſterity. But Nathan is like omi 2 
Hag - ridden, or defiled by the Lamiæ of the Night Am 
He has loſt all Reaſon, and it will be no leſs than! has 
Miracle that muſt reſtore it again. 

Sage Miniſter, whilſt theſe execrable People ti 
loſe themſelves for the Sake of their counterfeit Meſs Nis A 
let us continue to honour the truè one, even Jeſu, it WW. 
Son of Mary, who i. is now in Parade, and our hol mag 
Prophet with him. f 106 | 
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LETTER N. 
w Murat Bam. 


Hs has been a conſiderable Year of Actions and 
Events. At the Beginning of it, I ſent to the 

Porte an Account of the Death of the Queen-Mother 
of France, and of the Prince of Conti; now I will far- 
ther inform thee of a War that is broke out between 
this Crown and that of England. The Occaſion of it 
was this: The Engliſh and the Hollanders trafficking in 
America had had ſome Miſunderſtandings and Feuds 
about the Limits of their ſeveral Conqueſts in thoſe re- 
mote Parts of the World. The Hollanders, being the 
ſtrongeſt, did many Injuries to their Neighbours the 


Engliſh, and domineered over them as their Lords. 


The Engliſb, reſenting this very heinouſly and grown 
weary of their Oppreſſions, ſent Complaints to their 

King. He, to redreſs his Subjects, ordered his Refi; 
dent at the Hague to demand Satisfaction of the States, 
They refuſed to him that Juſtice ; upon which, he was 
reſolved to have Recourſe to his Arms, and according- 
ly proclaimed War againſt Holland, making all neceſſa- 
ry Preparations to carry it on. The ſame did his Ad- 
verfaries, The French King, in the mean Time, was 
obliged by a Treaty with the Hollanders, concluded in 
the Year 1662, to eſpouſe their Quarrels; yet, that he 
might not break with England rathly, he firſt ſent an 
Ambaſſador to that Court to mediate a Peace. But 
hat proving ineffectual, he proclaimed War againſt 

that Nation, and ——— the Engliſh Ambaſſador 
to depart his Kingdom. The Duke of Beaufort, who 
is Admiral at Sea, was ordered to equip a gallant Fleet, 


nd join the Dutch Navy; which he performed with all 


maginable Diligence and Expedition. There have 


een two Combats between theſe Enemies at Sea, an!! 
n both the Dutch had the worſt of it. Neither did the 
rench eſcape without ſome Loſs, having two of their 


2 | is great- 
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greateſt Ships ſeverely ſhattered, and A third taken by 


the Engliſh. -. . . | 75 
The Plague ſtill rages in England, and hath almot il; 
depopulated whole Provinces. Whilſt a milder Death th 


hath robbed France of one of her greateſt Heroes: The 
Count 4 Harcourt, of whom I have often made menti. 


— 


on, is gone to celebrate the Triumphs due to his V.. 


lour and Fortune in another World. . 
The Emperor of Germany hath at laſt married the 
Infanta of Spain, after Abundance of Demurs and He. 
f ſitations about that Buſineſs. Theſe Nazarenes can d 
. * Nothing: with Expedition. The . ſpiritual Courts, x 
they call them, have more Tricks and cramp. Words t 
amuſe People with, than an Indian Mountebank u 
Juggler. 3 ſovereign Princes more exempt 
from their Juriſdiction, than the meaneſt of their Sub. 
jects: Eſpecially: the Court of Nome can make or annu 
Marriages at Pleaſure. . And they are ſure to be excon- 
municated who Feet ſubmit. to their Orders. Thi 
.Holy, Court can alſo bind or releaſe Sins, open or fu 
. the, Gates of Paradiſe, make 2 Devil a Saint, or; 
"Saint a Devil. , In a Word, they can do every Thi 
if there be Gold in the Caſe. But if that be wanting 
_they can do nothing but ſhrug their Shoulders. Ye 
Thou mayeſt alſo inform the Divan, that the Frend 
King hath giyen Permiſſion to ſome of his Subjects, u 
undertake a Conqueſt in America, and eſtabliſh a Com 
merce in that Part of the World. Many Veſſel a: is 2 
equipped in order to;this Expedition, and they that uin t 

concerned. in. the Yorage are as merry as Taſo 2 
bis Argonauts, when they, were preparing to fetch haf 
Golden Fleece from Colchos. The Weſtern Continent 
affords immenſe Riches, and tempts all the Nations i 
Europe to make an Experiment of their Fortune, 
* - gaining, one Part of it or other. It were to be vibe 
t lay nearer to the Ottoman Empire. No Record cine 
diſcpver the Origin of the Inbabſtants. Yet moſt lr 
tors conjecture, that they paſſed over from the Nor 
- Eaft Parts of 4fia, where the Streights of Anian t 
very narrow, and would invite ways 22uk Men to {et 
new Adventures. Beſides, by their being Canibals, "ll 

| | appeal 
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appears very probable, That either they deſoended 
from the Tartars, or the Tartars from them. Gop a- 
lone knows how to adjuſt the Differences, and reveal; 
the Secrets of Hiſtory. | i ELTTEs 114 

Brave Baſſa, it is no Matter from what Stock we are 
deſcended, ſo long as we have Virtue; for that alone 
is the only true Nobility. God. regale thee with his 
Favours. | e as ERIN 


Paris, 40th of the gib Moon, 
of the Year 1066. | 


LET TH NW.. 


77 Peſteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of b. 
Cuſtoms, and Superintendant of the Arſe- 
nal at Conſtantinople. 57 


WI EN I hear of thy Proſperity, my Heart is 
dilated like his who has found hidden Wealth: :: 
Yet, I am ſorry for the Diſgrace of the good old Man 
thy Predeceſſor: But we muſt not cenſure the Conduẽt 
of our Superiors. The Juſtice of their Actions is not to 
be called in Queſtion. The Sultan cannot err. This 
is an eſtabliſhed Maxim in all Monarchies, eſpecially. 
in that of the renowned Oſmans. 
As for what relates to thee in this new Advance thou 
haſt made; thy own Experience, acquired by many 
Years Travel and Obſervation, in foreign Countries, 
added to the Knowledge thou haſt in the Laws, Diſci- 
pline, and Cuſtoms of thy own, will be a ſufficient 
uide to conduct thee in the Management of thy Bu- 
ineſs. Yet deſpiſe not the Counſel of others. A Man 
s never nearer to Ruin, than when he truſts too much 


eo his own Wiſdom. Therefore the greateſt Emperors 
$=ndertake nothing of Moment raſhly, or without Ad- 
ice, Temerity often blaſts the faireſt Deſigns. -. 


L 3. - le 
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It will be of particular Import to thee, to hear of; 
tragical Event that hath lately happened to Nezan, 2 
great City in Ruſſia, by the blowing up of the Mags. 
zine. This Gunpowder does more Miſchief than Good 
in the World. The Ancients fought. as ſucteſsfully 
with Bows and Arrows, Swords, Spears, and other In- 
ſtruments of War, without running the Hazard of 
blowing up whole Cities into the Air in Time of Peace, 
And they could undermine the ſtrongeſt Caftles, even 
thoſe fituated on Rocks, without the Help of this infer- 
nal Duſt. Nature taught them to be induſtrious in de- 
feating their Enemies, and they ſpared no Labour to 
ain the Victory. Our Fore-fathers were hardy and 
rong, patient of Toils and Fatigues: They cut their 
Way into Mountains of Stone, if any Place of Strength 
were built on, it which they had Occaſion to beſiege 
And as they hewed away that Part of the Rock which 
ſupported the Walls, they under-propped the Founds- 
tion with wooden Pillars: And when they had finiſhed 
their Mines, they ſet Fire to certain combuſtible Mat- 
ter, which conſuming theſe Supports, the Walls and 
Gates that reſted on them ſunk down and left the For- 
treſs naked and open to the Befiegers. 

It had been well for the Inhabitants of Regan if ther 
City had been only thus gently diſmantled, by ſome 
Enemy, againſt whom they might have afterwards em- 
ployed their Courage to defend themſelves, or make 
Compoſition. - But, poor unfortunate People, they 
have felt a ruder Shock and an unmerciful Blow of 
Fate, their City being in a Minute's Time, without the 
leaſt Warning, ſtormed, plundered, and laid in Heaps, 
by an Enemy which giveth no Quarter. | | 
This Accident happened on the 1 5th of the laſt Moon, 
about the Hour of Ulanimii. There were five hundred 
Barrels of Powder in the Magazine; and the Force of 
the Blow was ſo violent, that beſides the Deſtruction of 
the City, or at leaſt the beſt Part of it, all the neigh- i 
bouring Villages round about it felt its fatal Effecb, 
ſome of their Houſes ſhaking as in an Earthquake, 0& 

thers falling to Pieces. 9 8 e 
. Afſuredly, 
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Aſſuredly, Heaven is beef theſe Infidels, and 
turns the very Inſtruments of their Defence and Safety 
into Scourges for their Chaſtiſement. I formerly ſent 
Saleb, the —— — an Account of the like Mis- 
fortune that befel the City of Grawelines in Handers, 
and of other terrible Effects of the Wrath of Heaven in 
the Low Countries. One Diſaſter follows cloſe on the 
Back of another; yet the Infidels are inſenſible and ſtu- 
pid, as they were in the Days of Noah, when the Flood 
came and ſurprized all the Inhabitants of the Country. 
That Prophet gave them warning of the approaching 
Danger. He was three whole Vears in cutting down 
Indian Plant-Trees, and preparing Planks, Beams, 
Pins, and other Neceſſaries, and ſeven Years more in 
building that wonderful Ship. The Infidels went by 
daily, and ſaw him at work; but they derided the pa- 
tient Apoſtle, and taught their Children to mock him, 
ſaying, Where is the Water this Ship is to fail in? 
After the Ark was finiſhed, it lay on the Ground fevers 
Moons, until they had thrice ſacrificed ſome of Noah's 
Followers to their Idols. = 
It was perfected in the Moon of Rajeb, and in the 
Moon of Sapbar was the Decree of the Chaſtiſement 
ſigned, which was to be executed on all of mortal Race, 
fave Noah and the Fourſcore that were with him, with 
the two Pairs of every Species, which the Four Winds,. 
by Gop's Appointment, colleQed together, and drove 
into the Ark, and the Body of Adam, which was en- 
ſhrined and brought to Noah by Angels out of the Re- 
gion of Mecca. "ho was alſo Philemon, the Good. 
| Prieſt of Egypt, with his whole Family. „ 
Juſt as the determined Day and Hour of the Flood 
was come, the Prince of the Country, ſtimulated by 
his evil Deſtiny, mounted his Horſe with ſome of his 
Retinue, and, having ſacrificed to their Idols, rode to- 
ward the Place where Noah and his Company were ſhut 
up in the Ark, with a Deſign to burn it to Aſhes. He 
called out -aloud to the Prophet with Scoffs, ſaying, 
6 oO Moab, where is the Water in which this Ship is to- 
* fail? It will be with you incontinently,” replied the 


1 
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holy Man, before you gan remove your Station, 4 
Come down; thou: Dotard, ſaid the proud Infidel, 


otherwiſe I will burn thee and thy Companions with 5 
Fire. O miſerable Man, ſaid Noah, turn to God, P 
for his Judgments are ready to burſt forth on you. 

The Prince, incenſed at this, commanded: his Slaves 

to put Eire to the Ark. But while he was yet ſpeaking, Wi _ 


he manifeſtly ſaw the Water guſbing out on all Hands 
round about him, and under his Feet, Then his Heart 
was troubled; and full of Anguiſh and Fear. He haſt: 
ed to ſecure himſelf with his Family and Goods, in 
the Caſtles which he had built on the higheſt Moun- 
tains. . But alas! the Earth opened and broke like a 
Spider's Webb; ſo violent was the Force of the Waters 
which boiled up every where. The Clouds poured 
down vaſt Cataracts of Rain, mixed with; dreadful and 
inſupportable Thunder and Lightning. The miſera- 


ble Infidels thronged upon one another, curſing and B 
blaſpheming their Gods who had deluded them. Great fc 
was the Confuſion and Cry every where; for ſuch a 1 
Calamity had never been known ſince the Moon gave 00 
her Light. If any were ſo nimble as to reach the Foot th 
of a Mountain, yet he could not aſcend by Reaſon of 
Stones which fell on his Head, and Torrents of boil- C 
ing Water that ran down upon him, as if it had come E 
out of a Cauldron. And ſuppoſe he had reached the m 
Top, it had been but a ſhort Delay of his Fate; for, * 
in a Word, the Waters ſwelled forty Cubits above the an 
bigheſt, Mountains, and. all the living Generations pe- 0 
nnn pate 
Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt this Me- 
moir, (for it is a Fragment of an antient Arabiclꝭ Wri- 0 
ting) think on the Day of Judgment, which ſhall fur- 7 
prize the World, even as the Deluge did. At that | 
our, the greateſt Part of Men will not dream of any 8 
ſuch Thing, until they ſee Flames and Rivers of Fire = 
burſting forth from the Springs and Fountains, ;which D 
before yielded Water, and Showers of Fire deſcend- es 
ing from Heaven, inſtead of Rain. For the Elements 


will change their Courſes, to accompliſh the Derr, 


8 
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of him who made them, and to conſummate ms N * 
venge of the Omnipotent againſt Unbellevert. 7 


Paris, 2d of the 11th oY | 
of the Year 1666. 


1 1 


LE ＋ * ER XV. © 
To Uſeph, Baſſa 


\URELY, the Gods of the Engliſh are angry with: 

that People, and the Guardian Spirits of the Iſle 
have forſook their Charge. I ſent a Diſpatch at the 
Beginning of this Year to Murat, Baſſa; wherein I in- | 
formed him of a deſtructive Plague, raging at London, 
and in other Parts of the Nation. That Peſtilence 
continueth ſtill, but under different Forms, to aſſault 
the Living, and augment the Number of the Dead: 

God only knows the Origin of theſe Epidemical 
Contagions; whether they derive their Pedigree from 
Heaven or Hell; from the Earth, or any other le- g 
ment. Perhaps, ſome latent Poiſons in the Air mix 
with the Breath of Mortals, and, by their ſubtile E- 
nergy, ſoon diſſipate the vital Flame of human Bodies, 
like the infectious Blaſts of the Wind El-Samiel, in 
Arabia, which in a Moment's Time committeth a 
Rape upon the Lives of Travellers, ſcorching: cheif 
Spirits up, and leaving on the Sands à black, ſtiff, 
Carcaſs of jellyed Fleſh, as though they had been 
Thunder-ſtruck. Or, perhaps ſome venemous Exha-' 
lations from the Minerals be = tranſpire through. 
Chinks and Crannies in the Earth, to plunder Mortals _ 
of their Breath, like to the fatal \ apours in the Cave of. 
Death, not far from “ irgil's Grot in 1taly. © Or, Wh 
can tell, but that ſome hidden Meteors We or ſome 
maljgnant Stars oy ſend down Whole Bartalioni of 


L's -__ emp6i- 


Us 


Ghoſts, pricked down by Deftiny, a Tribute ſet by 
Fate? However it be, that whole Iſland may well be 


are covered with the Caravans of doubtful Paſſengers, 


Seats they left behind, yet know not where to be recei- 


Element. But it fell out at an unlucky Seaſon, when 


tion by a Cabal of Carpenters and Maſons; who, 
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empoiſoned Atoms, to invade this Region of Mortali- 
ty, and in Death's Name, King of the World Invinci- 


ble, to claim and carry away a certain Number of 


called, at this Time, the Grand Infirmary of Europe, 
where baneful Sickneſs maketh its publick Reſidence, 
The timorous Giafers run from Place to Place, think- 
ing to eſcape from Heaven's all-ſearching Purſuivants, 
They flee from popular Towns to Villages, and from 
theſe again to unfrequented Deſarts, Woods, and 
Heaths, carrying their Wives and Children with them, 
and all the Subſtance of their Houſes. The Roads 


who dread to think of going back to the contagious 


ved anew. So general is the Conſternation, ſo ſtrong 
the Fear of thoſe who yet ſurvive, leſt they ſhould alſo 
catch the Infection and die. | e 
Beſides this, they have felt the Strokes of another 
ſurprizing Calamity : London, the Capital City of En- 
land, being newly conſumed by Fire. It is not certain, 
whether Deſign or Chance firſt kindled the devouring 


the Wind was high, and from its Eaſtern Quarters blew 
the Flames full Veſt, which, ſpreading North and South, 
demolithed all before them, laying the greateſt Part of 
that rich and famous City in Aſhes. | 

Some aſcribe this to a Plot of the French; others term 
it a. Judgment of Gop, for their Rebellion, Pride, 
and other crying Sins. Whilſt with equal Probability, 
a third Sort afirm, It was contrived and put in Execu- 


wanting Employment, and projecting the Method of 


enriching themſelves, diſdaining alſo the inartificial : 
—and. obſolete Form of Buildings, reſolved to put this 
City inio a new Figure, and raiſe it according to the 
Models. of foreign Architecture. Every one gueſſes 
as his'Aﬀections.incline him, or his Conjectures follos t 
2 of his Intereſt. Men are always partial to RN 


them 
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themſelves, and the Cauſe they haverefpouſed.” Gop 
D T Tc TITER | 
The Superſtitious among the Roman Catholicks take 
Occaſion, from the timing of this horrible Conflagra- 
tion, to inſult over the:Exgli/h Proteſtants z who, from 
fome obſcure Paſſages in the Book of their Goſpel, uſed 
to foretel, in a Prophetiek Manner, That the final 
Ruin and Cataſtrophe of Rome would happen in this 
Fear 1666; Whereas, by fatal Experience, more ſure 
than vain PrediQtions, they find the Metropolis- of 
their own Nation reduced to Aſhes. + 
. Whoever are the Inſtruments of theſe Tragedies, it 
is certain the Deſigns of Fate are ſtill performed. Eve- 
| . Kingdom, State, and Community, has its critical 
Periods and ClimaQers, wherein it ſuffers Detriment, 
% „ S @ #4 W + S %* + # „ * 
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Paris, 2d of the 11th Moon, 
27g of the Tear 1666. . 


I þ This Blank the Italian Preface mentions, and ſays, 
it is owing to the Loſs of ſome Part of the Arabick Let- 
ter, ſuppoſed to be torn off by Chance, or on ſome other- 
Occaſion, | SHED 155 
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LETTER NN. 
To Cara Haly, Phyſician to the Grand Signior. 


FT Am melancholy, beyond the Deſcription of Paint- 
mers, Poets, or the lively Eloquence of Cicero. Me- 
thinks T am ſome exotick Being; a perfect Foreigner 
en. Earth; a Stranger to its Laws and Maxims. I ap- 
. _— - pear: 
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your wo ther Marials Uhya Slafor or: Breet nh 

ern Dreſs, at Morocco, Babylon, or Conſtantinople. DP 
mean not for my outward Habit, (for in that I am 


conformable enough to the Mode of the Region where 


I reſide) but I am all unfaſhionable within; ridioulous 
in my Sentiments and Converſation. When others 
laugh, I ſigh, and find a Reaſon to be. ſad, in the 
Midft of merry Company... Even Wine itſelf, that ex- 
 hilerates all the World beſide, does but increaſe my 
' Melancholy, by adding Strength unto my labouring 
Thoughts. It ſublimates my Spirits up to facred 
Phrenſies. I am all Lunatick ſuch a Time. Fach 
Glaſs creates new Dreams more. wild than the ftrange 
Flights and Raptures of a Santone. My heated Spleen, 
like Mount Gibel, belcheth, forth horrid. Clouds of 
Smoak and Vapours, which lay long ſmothering in its 
ſpongy Caverns; theſe quickly ſpread and cover all the 
Horizon of my Soul, rendering it dark and gloomy, as 
the Cimmerian Solitudes, or the more diſmal Valleys 
bordering on the River Styx, where ſurly Charon Waitz 
to ferry over the Caravans of trembling Ghoſts, and 
lands them in Elyfum. 1 n A Lage Re) 


Oh! that thoſe Fables of the ancient Poets Were but 
true! or that I knew but ſomething certain of our fu- 
ture State! whether the Soul ſurvives or no, when 
Death has ſtopt the Circulation of our Blood? And 
what becometh of that Immortal Subſtance, after. its 
parting from the Body? Whether it paſs by tranſmi- 
gration into the Embryo of ſome other Animal, as H- 
thagoras taught; or be united, . ſwallowed.up,..and loſt 
in the Univerſal Soul of the World, as Plato did be- 
lieve? Or if ſome other Magnet doth attract its Pre- 
ſence; and hidden Sympathies of Nature teach it to 
form itſelf a Vehicle or Body of the Elements? Per- 
haps ſome Souls unite with Air, whilft others mix with 
Water, Earth, or purer Skies. This for its horrid Sins 
in mortal State may be by the Eternal Memeſis ſunk 
down into the fatal Caverns of Mount ina, Strombi- 
to, or Veſuwius; there to incorporate with burning 
Rivers and Lakes of Sulphur, and other Minerals : to 

: TS ear 
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hear etually the frightfal crackling, rumbling, 
— Las | Thunder of thoſe infernat Vaults z to ri 
without Intermiſſion, annoyed with the eternal Stench 
of melted Mines, whoſe poignant Vapours equally kill 
it and revive it eyery Moment, that it may be confined 
to an endleſs, Circle of Miſeries: To feel the excruci- 
ating Torments which no Tongue can utter; whilſt 
the inceſſant rapid Motion of thoſe exalted and moſt vi- 
olent Fires, with which, it is embodyed by Decree of 
Fate, rob it of the very Poſſibility of the leaſt eaſy 
Thought, or quiet Minute; and at the ſame Time 
rack it with infinite Tortures. | Ne bi” 
Think not, my dear Phyſician, that it is impoſſible 
2 ſeparate. Spirit can thus be ſenſible of Pains. There 
is no ſuch Thing as a ſeparate Spirit, ſave Gop, who: 
made all Bodies, and.therefore was before them! The 
Angels themſelyes are partly corporeal; ſo are the De- 
vils. Do not helieve then, that mortal Man, who is 
in a middle State between theſe two, ſhall, by dying, 
gain a Privilege above the moſt „ in 
Heapen. A ſoon as Death hath diſlodged us from one 

dy, Nature, Providence, or Fate provideth us ano- 
ther, according to our, Qualities, Inclinations, and 

erits. . Wemay as well by Metempſychoſis become 
a Spirit or Soul,of a laming Sulphus-Mine, or at leaſt 
of ſome. Part. pff it, as of a Horſe, an Eagle, or a Dove: 
For ſuch, for .qught we know, may be the Diſpoſition 
of Divine Wiſdom, . Juſtice, , and Omnipotence. yt. 
y the very. ſame Reaſon, another Soul may be tranſ- 
ported to the open happy Skies, Where it may either 
range in boundleſs, free and ſerene Tracts of Bliſs, or 
be enfranchiſed in e of the Stars, to 
dwell in Palaces of Azure, Topazes, and Diamonds; 
to poſſeſs Provinces more rich than in Peru or Guiney, - 
where the Ruſticks plow up Gold; more beautiful and 
pleaſant than the famous Fields of, Theſſaly. ' Gop 
knows what will become of us after our Diſſolution : 
But the Ignorance of this one Truth, occaſions all my 
Melancholy. , : ü nt A 7 15 D | 
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Death is not formidable of itſelf, nor all the dolo- 
rous Circumſtances that precede it: It is only what 
cometh after, raiſes all my Terror. Were I to melt 
away in lingring Agues and Conſumptions; or to be 
ſooner poſted of in high-wrought Fevers,. Pleuriſies, 
or Peſtilence: Or if it were my Fate to die by Piſtol, 
Sword, or Poiſon, or any other Kind of flow or ſudden 
Death, allotted me from Chance or Nature; Providence 
or Fate: Should Heaven conſume me 'in a Trice by 
Lightning ; -or this 'Globe with equal Swiftnefs bury 
me in ſome ſurprizing Earthquake: It would be all 


one to Mahmut, were it not for the After-claps, to 


tired with tedious Journeys, and my 


which I am a Stranger. I tremble at the hidden and 
unſearchable Force of Nature: I dread the irreverſible 
unknown Decrees of Fate, the Secret Methods of E. 


_ ternal Deſtiny, the Laws and Order of the other World, 


in-billetting the Troops of human Souls, that go to 
Winter there, after this Life's Campaign is' finiſhed. 
Once, in a cold and froſty Evening, as I was tra- 
velling over a bleak wide Plain, and felt the penetn- 
ting Blaſts of North-Eaft Winds, with chilling Set, 
which fell upon me from the Clouds; my Spirits alſo 
wh rus "anxious Fhoughtts 
being wholly taken up about a Reſtmg<place that Night, 
and bw — the Aſſaults of Pots: With a — 
ſand other Perils, threatning a Stranger on the Road; 


at length I chanced to think of the untryed and remote 


Voyage I muſt one Day make to another World. It 
chilled my Blood to imagine the diſconſolate naked 
Circumſtances of a ſeparate Soul, which, for ought 1 
knew, might be bewildered, loſt, and forced to wan- 
der up and down through untracked Waſtes of miſty 
frozen Air, where the inhoſpitable Element affords no 
Guides, nor Caravanſeras to comfortleſs, poor, ſtrag- 

ling Ghoſts ; unleſs they would accept a Lodging in 
3 Cloud, the Ciſtern and Chariot of Rain, Hail, or 


Snow; there to incorporate with the unwelcome Me- 


teors, and be whirled round the Globe, or elſe precipi- 
tated down to Earth again in Showers; from thence 
perhaps to be exhaled by the Sun, and mixed with 

Fg". | Embryos 


very Mark of all my Wiſhes. | 
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Embryos of Lightniug, Fiery Dragons, Ignes Fatui, 
or other Bodies hourly flaming in the Welkin, and thus 
to circulate in endleſs Tranſmigrations. Who know- 
eth the Circumſtances. of departed Souls, or Laws of a 
Separate State? Let him declare what Uſage we ſhall 
find in that inviſible and dark Receſs from Life: He 
ſhall be then eſteemed more than Apollo, by the penſive 
Mahmut. Not the old Delphick Oracle could receive 
greater Reverence from the inquiſitive World; nor 
Mecca now from devout. Muſſulman Pilgrims; or Medi- 
na Talnabi, where the Prophet reſts in Peace, than 
ſuch an one ſhould have from me, who could with un- 
feigned Truth diſcover how we ſhall be diſpoſed of 
when we die. But I am cloyed and nauſeated with dull 
Romances of the Prieſts and Derviches. 

My Friend, let thou and I learn to improve the Joys 
of preſent Life, and not by damned Miſtakes deprive 
ourſelves of double Happineſs. But let us ſo comport 
ourſelves, that our Tranſmigration may be but from 
the Pleaſures of Earth to thoſe of Heaven; from one 
Paradiſe to another. a | 


Paris, 6th of the 17 A . 
8 of the Year 1667. 
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L ET T E R XVI. 
J Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


HE Bleſſings of Gop and his Prophet chear 

thy Heart, as thou haſt exhilerated mine by thy 
laſt Letter, wherein thou encourageſt me with the 
Hopes of being removed from this diſagreeable Poſt, 
to one more delightful and happy, even to a ſweet 
Country Retirement, either in Arabia, or any other 
Part of the Grand Signior's Dominions, which is the 


J have 
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I have a natural Averſion for great and populous 
Cities. They ſeem to be ſo many; magnificent Sepul- 
chres of the Living, where Men are ſhut up, impriſon- 


ed, and buried from all Commerce with the Elements, 
or they are like Hoſpitals and Peſt-Houſes, where Peo- 


ple crowd, infect, and ſtink one another to Death, 


with a thouſand Pollutions. They hive together like 
Bees, and build their Apartments in Darkneſs... Like 
Neſts of Piſmires, they trudge up and down all the 
Summer of their Vouth to heap up Treaſures, that they 
may ſpend the Winter of their old Age in loathſome 
Eaſe, and benummed Stupidity; not daring to ven- 


ture out of the Purlieu of their naſty, ſmoaky, Habi- 
tations, and yet they are ready to be ſtifled with their. 


own Breath. / .. MT WY LET 
It is with Pleaſure I contemplate the Face of the In- 


fant Earth, before it was deformed by the unneceſſary 


Arts of the Carpenter, Smith, and Maſon: When Men 


had no other Houſes, ſave what they made themſelves, 
every one for his Family, of the Branches and 'Boughs 


of Trees, interwoven with Oſiers, Reeds and Ivy; 
and covered thick with Leaves and Graſs to ſnelter 


them from Wind, Hail, Rain, and other Injuries of 


Weather. Or, perhaps, ſome had found out a Den or 
Cave in the Earth, or the hollow of a Rock, for a 
Sanctuary in ſuch Caſes, where they repoſed in perfect 
Tranquillity, without Fear of Snares or Violence, with. 
out Apprehenſion of Robbers, or any tragical Surprize. 
They went out and in, ſlept and waked, laboured and 


reſted in Safety and Quiet. Avarice, Envy, and In- 


juſtice, had not as yet corrupted the Minds of Mortal 


The Earth brought forth Corn, Herbage, and Fruits, 


without the Huſbandman's or Gardener's Labour: All 
Places abounded with Plenty of innocent Refreſh- 


ments, and. thoſe primitive Inhabitants coveted no 


more. The Cattle and Bees, afforded them Milk and 
Honey, and the Fountain-Waters were generous 25 


Wine. This Globe was a compleat Paradiſe, and no. 


miſtaken Zeal had taught Men religiouſly to invade 
one another's Rights, and in a pious Fury to murder 
: = | | | +. « ADK 3.4 Bend; their 
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their Neighbours, in hopes of meriting Heaven here- 
after. There was no ſüch Thing as gotry or Super- 
ſtition to be found among any of human Race. The 
Law of Nature was in univerſal Force: Every Man 
purſned the Dictates of Reaſon, without hearkning af- 
ter Religious Sophiſtry;' or Sacred Fable. 

But when once the Lucre of Gold had corrupted 
Mens Manners, and they, not contented with the 
Riches and Sweets which they daily cropt from the 
Surface of the Earth, had found a Way to deſcend into 
her Bowels, ſtung with an inſatiable Deſire of hidden 
Treaſures; then began Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, and Cru- 
elty, to take Place. Men made Encloſures to them- 
ſelves, and encompaſſed à certain Portion of Land 
with Hedges, Ditches, and Pales, to fence them from 
the Invaſions of others; for the Guilt of their own vi- 
cious Inclinations filled them with Fears, and made 
them jealous of one another. They built themſelves 
ſtrong Holds, Fortreſfes, Caſtles, and Cities: And 
their Terrors increaſing with their Criminal Poſſeſſions, 
they perſuaded themſelves that the very Elements would 
prove their Enemies, if not pacified by Bribes and Pre- 
ſents. Hence ſprung the firſt Invention of Altars and 
Sacrifces, and from theſe vain panick Fears of Mortals, 
the Gods derived their Pedigree. For one built a Tem- 
ple to the Sun, another to the Moon, a third to Jupiter, 
Mars, or the reſt of the Planets. Some adored the Fire, 
others the Water or Wind. Every one ſet up to him- 
ſelf ſuch a God as. he fancied would be propitious to 
him. Thus Error being equally propagated with Hu- 
man Nature, they created an infinite Rabble of imagi- 
nary Deities, paying to thoſe Idols the ſupreme and in- 
communicable 8 due only to the Eternal Eſ- 
ſence, Father and Source of all Things. 
| Beſides, they lived in intolerable Pride and Luxury, 
in conſtant Wars and Strife, in Darkneſs, Ignorance, 
and Confuſion. I ſpeak of ſuch as dwelt in Cities, - 
land were incorporated together by one common Inte- 
reſt. For till there remained ſome who obeyed the 
original Laws of Nature, and the Traditions of Primi- 
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tive Humanity. 
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__ . Theſe dwelt in Tents, or other moveable Habituii- 
ons, as our Countrymen the Arabs do at this Day, 
with the Tartars their Brethren. They ſcorned to fal. 
en themſelves to the Earth, by poſſeſſing any Part of 
it in Propriety: Every Field and Wood; Hill and val. 


| ley. River and Well, were with them in common, 


ey. ſtraggled whither they pleaſedt. 
This is the Life ſo 4 45 by me, or inſtead of 
that, at leaſt a Retirement from Cities, that I may 
breathe out my laſt Hours in a free Air, remote from 
the ſtifling Company and Contagion of Mortals. | 
long to range at Liberty through unfrequented Path 


of Deſart Ground, over wild, unpoliſhed Heaths; from 


thence inſenſibly to fall into ſome venerable Solitude, 
where the dry, moſſy Barks, of Trees in ſilent Cha- 
racters proclaim the Antiquity of the Place; and gen- 
tle Whiſpers of the Wind inſtruct the Methods of Pla- 
ztonick Love; inſpire ſtrange Paſſions which we never 
felt before, and teach us to converſe with Satyr 
Nymphs, and other harmleſs Tenants of the Shades 
How great is the Pleaſure to be thus ſurprized with 
fome harmonious, warbling Stream, or ſilent, ſof, 
deep, chryſtal River? To ſpeak Incognito with un 
ads,  Hamadryads, and the ſporting Ecchos; to li 
diſſolved in looſe, yet innocent, Enjoyments on the 
Banks, to talk with Nature, with Immortal Subſtances, 
and with Eternity itſelf ? Oh Gop! is not this raviſt 


4 is difficult to ſay, whether it would be pleaſant o 
painful to return from theſe ineffable Parades of the 
Soul, to our domeſtick Felicities, though even in: 
rural Life, which I acknowledge to be the happieſt on 
Earth. Yet there to trace the Herds and Flocks, to 
walk amidſt the high-grown Corn and Graſs, to pluck 
the bearded Ears of Barley, to let our Eyes rowl over 
the various Figures of the Wind-blown Wheat and Mi- 
let, our Noſes to ſuck the fragrant Airs of Marjoram, 


Thyme, Oranges, and Lemons, with innumerable i 


Spices; our Ears to hear the inimitable Melody of 
Birds, and every Senſe to. be tranſported, ſnatched 


Wa, 


- 
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away, and loſt in ſacred Extafies; muſt needs be rank- 
ed among the higheſt Kinds of earthly Pleaſures. 

But to deſcend from thoſe Enjoyments, to the mean- 
eſt and moſt common Diverſions of a Country-Liſe; 
methinks there is ſomething peculiarly charming in the 
very ellenge Situation of the Houſes ; whether it be on 
the Brow of a Hill, or the Bottom of a Valley; in the 
Midſt of a Wood, or the Opening of a Heath; on the 
Side of a Road, or in ſome obſcyre Corner of the Coun- 
try. It is agreeable, when walking in the Morning, 
to hear the Bleating of Sheep, Lowing of Oxen, Scream- 
ing, Quacking, and Crowing, of Geeſe, Ducks, Cocks, 
and other Home-bred Animals; to hear the louder 
Winds, threatning to tear up Trees by the Roots, de- 
moliſh Houſes, and remove the Globe itſelf, if poſſible, 
from off its Baſis,, This would be better Muſick to me 
for a Change, than a Concert of Dulcimers, Theor- 
bos, Timbrels and Viols. Human Nature delights in 
Variety, and there is a certain audacious — in 
the Soul, which loves to venture on Extremes. The 
Rain, the Dirt, the Stink of Hogs, Camels, Dromeda- 
ries, and other neceſſary rural Beaſts, would pleaſe 
me better than the conſtant tedious Eaſe, and fulſome 
Sweets of the Court or City. I ſweat whilſt thus ſnut 
up within theſe Walls: It cloyeth me to be daily walk- 
ing in a Circle; to 3 always over the ſame 
Ground, in a vaſt Labyrinth of Houſes; where my | 
denſes meet no new refreſhing Objects, but my Ears | 
are hourly nauſeated, vexed, and tired, with the rat- 
tling Din of Coaches, Carts, Artificers, and the harſh 
Voices of ſuch as ſell Fleſh, Fiſh, and other Things a- . 
bout the Streets. My Eyes can find no grateful Pro- 
ſpects, but daſhed with ſurly rugged Looks of 2 
wealthy Infidels; or with the ſly ſatyrick Smiles of well- 
ſhaped People, who contemn me for my bandy Legs, 
and crooked Back. | 5 | 

In a Word, my dear Baſſa, I long to feel the gentle 
Breezes of the ay purifying my Soul, and cleaſinng 
it from ſo many Pollutions. I languiſh for the Sight 
of Turbants and Creſcents, for the devout Cal of the 

Do | ueziot 
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Muezins on the lofty Minarets: I die in Contemplati- 
on of the ſacred Faſts and Feaſts, the nocturnal Joys of 
_Ramezan, the Revels and chearful Illuminations of 


Beiram, and the Imperial Dunalmas. When J think 


of theſe Things, my Soul burſts forth in fervent Invo- 
cations, and every Faculty crieth, Alla, Alla. 


May that Divine and Immortal One hear my Pray. 


ers, and grant me the Happineſs to ſee the Face of no- 
ble Kerker Haſſan, in an H 
the Defilement of Infidels. 


Paris, 14th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Tear 166). 


— 
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LETTER XVII. 


"ws Ifouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 


Aſtracan. 


. . 


| 1 Sent a Diſpatch to thee in the Year 1664, wherein, 
among other Things, I recommended our Couſin 
Solyman to thy Friendſhip and Patronage, if ever he 
ſhould travel to Afracan, as I adviſed him. . For thou 
knoweſt he hath a roaming Genius, without the Wit 
to improve himſelf in any Foreign Country, unleſs he 
hath a Friend to guide and take care of him: And then 
It will be a difficult Taſk to make him ſenſible where 
he is. He will always think he is within the Verge of 
the Grand Signior's H 
large, under the Notion of a Retainer to the Sultan, 
He is a ſtrange humoured Fellow. I know not what 
to make of him. He is as changeable as Proteus, or 4 
Camelion: Sometimes religiouſly Dull and Phlegma- 
tick, like a Hadgi; at another Seaſon you ſhall feel his 
' Pulſe beating to the Tune of youthful Pride, Ambition, 
Luft, and other Vices. To Day he would be a Der- 


viche, Santone, or any Thing that bears the Form of 


Holineſs: 


orizon pure and free from 


unt, where he may domineer at 
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Holineſs; But when he hath ſlept upon it, the vain 
oung Convert would return again to the World, and 
be a Soldier, Courtier, Profeſſor of the Law, or an 
Thing that maketh a Figure in the Eyes of Men. 
unwelcome are the rigid Paths of. Virtue to a Soul not 
well eſtabliſned in its Principles. 

And yet our Couſin Solyman, as I am told, is the 
Muſſulman of the Muſſulmans, as to his Exterior. 
With Hand devoutly laid to Breaſt, and humbleſt couch 
of the Head, he gives the Salem to his Friends and 
Neighbours: Soft, as the Signs of Mutes in the Serag- 
lio: Humble as the Grecian Chapman, walking through 
the Streets, is forced to imitate, when he is hectored 
by the rampant Janizaries. | 5 

But, oh my Coufin Iſouf, it is Grief to ſay, that So- 
lyman, Partaker of our Blood, 1s baſe, ungrateful, and 
perfidious: That he ſhould be thus unnatural, ſtudying 
the utmoſt Period of our Life; inſtead of honeſt, juſt, 
and noble Preſents, to prolong it. 1, 

I had Reaſon, long ago, to compare him to Pontius 
Pilate; and if I had gone on, and ſcumed of all the 
moſt enormous Crimes of human Race, it would be 
too little to expreſg his -Enmity againſt Mahmut, the 
kindeſt Uncle, and the trueſt Friend, that ever poor 
Solyman could boaſt of. | | | 


”- # : : 


and a Merchant that makes a very ſmall Figure. 
Couſin Jou, forget not the Maxims thou haſt learn- 
ed in thy Travels; Be true to thy Friends, and thyſelf. 
Honour the Memory of thy deceaſed Parents. Tan 
all Men that are good. And be not remiſs in praying 
| for 


8 
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for the Soul of thy deceaſed ner whenever God 
hall call for it. 


Paris, A fas af iis | 
a ; tug hy Tor aber. 0 1 


The End of the Sixth Volume. 


